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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A clip designed to be clamped to the cover of a file
chart and containing a plurality of slots each showing a
key word or indicia indicating a step or procedure cover-
able by a self-contained slidable insert or slider capable
of being moved manually back and forth from one posi-
tion to another to record the completion of the indicated
step or procedure, said clip being useful for the purpose
of allowing the user to determine at a glance the status
of the project with which the file is concerned, and par-
ticularly useful to hospital personnel desiring to rapidly
determine whether all essential presurgical procedures
have been performed upon a patient.

The invention relates to file chart clips and more par-
ticularly to an improved ready-reference hospital patient’s
file chart clip useful to doctors, nurses and hospital per-
sonnel having responsibility for recording or determining
the completion of certain procedures which must be per-
formed prior to a patient’s undergoing surgery.

The chart clip constructed in accordance with the pres-
ent invention is adapted to be clamped to the file cover
and contains a plurality of slots each with a key word
or indicia relating to a particular procedure and clearly
visible when viewing the full of the cover. Each word is
initially covered by a slidable insert or slider which is
displaced from above the word which then indicates that
the procedure indicated by the word has been performed.
The displacing operation of the individual slide element
preferably takes place at the time the chart relating to that
particular procedure has been filled out. When all of the
words in all of the slots have been uncovered by the
manual displacement of all the individual slide elements
it is then apparent at a glance that the patient is ready
for surgery.

The clip of the present invention can save hospital per-
sonnel the time-consuming inconvenience of having to
riffle through the sheaf of papers in the file, which are
frequently of varying sizes and shapes, to determine
whether essential presurgical procedures have been per-
formed upon the patient.

Another purpose is to provide the hospital with an in-
stantly visible indication of the total progress at any point
of those procedures which have been prepared and which
remain to be performed. Proper use of the chart clip con-
serves valuable time and insures that the patient is com-
pletely processed prior to surgery.

Hospitals use printed check list forms which must be
individually reviewed prior to surgery. This has proved
undesirable because each list is just another piece of paper
among many others and can become lost or buried in the
patient’s file. However, by use of the present chart clip
which slips easily over the lower end on the rigid top cover
of the patient’s file, an effective, convenient, and readily
read check is provided thus saving time and insuring com-
plete presurgical performance through indicating at a
glance the progress made in preparing the patient for
surgery.

It is a primary object of the invention to provide an
improved patient’s file chart procedures-completed indica-
tor in the form of a clip adapted to be easily operated and
understood and for the purpose of providing a quick and
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efficient method of indicating completion of the various
steps or procedures involved in the patient’s presurgical
preparation.

Another object of the invention is the provision of a
resilient clip capable of being slipped over and resiliently
affixed to the lower edge of the rigid top cover of the
patient’s hospital file and which is also capable of func-
tioning as a clamp to secure together both the top and bot-
tom covers of the file to prevent accidental opening, or, if
desired, to secure to the underside of the top cover those
forms relating to procedures which have been performed.

A further object of the invention is to provide a clip
containing a plurality of rectangular slots each having
identifying words or abbreviations printed or stamped
therein which correspond to prescribed necessary proce-
dures that must be performed in the process of readying
a patient for surgery, each slot being provided with an
insert capable of being moved lengthwise of the slot to
uncover the word or abbreviation therein to indicate that
the procedure referred to has been performed.

Another object of the invention is the provision of a
chart clip containing parallel rectangular recesses or slots
each containing a marking indicating a hospital procedure,
and a slidable covering element movable lengthwise from
one end of the slot to the other and so designed that when
said device is moved to its topmost position it covers the
lettering and indicates that the particular procedure has
‘been performed on the patient whose file is involved.

These and other more specific objects will appear upon
reading the following specification and claims and upon
considering therewith the attached drawing to which they
relate.

Referring now to the drawings in which preferred em-
bodiments of the invention are illustrated;

FIGURE 1 is a top view of the file chart clip of the
present invention attached to the cover of a patient’s file;

FIGURE 2 is an enlarged top view of the chart clip
illustrating indicative markings in the various rectangu-
lar depressed slots and with the slider elements positioned
below the markings as they would be prior to performance
of the particular procedure referred to;

FIGURE 3 is a transverse cross-sectional view upon
line 3—3 on FIGURE 2;

FIGURE 4 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view taken
along line 4—4 on FIGURE 2 and showing a preferred
wedge-shaped embodiment of two slider elements;

FIGURE 5 is a top view on a smaller scale than
FIGURE 2 and showing 21l slider elements in their upper
positions indicating that all procedures called for have
been performed;

FIGURE 6 is a partial top view on the scale of FIG-
URE 2 illustrating a second preferred embodiment of the
slider elements in which each incorporates a spring detent
adapted to seat in a groove extending across the bottom
of a slot;

FIGURE 7 is a fragmentary cross-section on an en-
larged scale taken along line 7—7 on FIGURE 6, and
illustrates the two detents and two spaced grooves in the
slot which seat the detent carried by the slide element
to hold the element in the upper and lower positions in
the slot; and

FIGURE 8 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view on an
enlarged scale taken along line 8—8 of FIGURE 6.

Referring particularly to FIGURES 1 to 5 there is
shown a preferred embodiment of the invention clip desig-
nated generally 10 and exemplified by a preformed or
molded flexible body 11 formed in its front face with
a plurality of parallel rectangular slots 12 the bottom
faces which carry identifying markings 13 comprising
words or abbreviations printed or otherwise positioned.
In each slot is an insert or slider 14 adapted to slide back
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and forth. The inserts 14 are provided with two small seats
15 each ‘adapted to -accept the end of a ball point pen or
pencil, or other objects to facilitate movement. Clip 10
is an elongated closed “U” in the sense that the ends of
the U come together and resiliently oppose separation.
The top-edge 16 of the clip touches its slightly ‘protruding
bottom edge 17. A patient’s hospital file 18 includes a
rigid top cover 19 pivoted to the back 9 by a hinge 20, the
lower edge 21 of the cover being adapted to be inserted
between and clamped by the edges 16 and 17 of the clip.

Each slidable insert 14 is imprinted on its top surface
with 'a marking and these markings together spell out
“FOR — — SURGERY,” as shown in FIGURE 2. The
inserts, as shown in FIGURE 4, are truncated wedges in
transverse_section, their widths at their inner faces being
greater than at the outer face. Similarly the side walls of
each slot slope inwardly. As a result the inserts or sliders
are locked against outward displacement. Where the clip
10 is of a malleable material the inserts:14 may be pressed
forcibly into position in the slots 12.

The transverse sectional shape of the clip body 11, as
shown in FIGURE 3, is designed to enable it to accept
readily the file top cover 19, either alone or with under-
lying papers, or with underlying papers and the bottom
9. Because -of . the resilient nature of the clip it is easily
positioned and easily removed. When so positioned the
clip acts as-a safeguard against accidental opening of the
file and loss of papers contained therein as might easily
happen when the file is hung by a hook. with its open
end downward. When so positioned on the file 18 the clip
10 becomes a part of the file and serves as an immediate
and uncomplicated guide in determining whether a par-
ticular procedure has been performed.

In FIGURES 6, 7 and 8 a second preferred embodi-
ment is illustrated wherein each slidable insert 14 carries
a detent spring 22 on its underside proximate the bottom
surface of its slot 12. The spring 22 possesses a detent
ridge adapted to seat selectively in two spaced: grooves
23 which extend transversely across the bottom surface
of slot 12 as shown in FIGURES 6, 7 and 8. The pro-
vision - of spring detent 22 insures that each slider will
remain where placed and will not move accidentally.

The clip body 11 is made with a section 24 as shown
in FIGURE 7, which closes the lower ends of the slots 12
and being suitably retained, as by permanent adhesive,
after the sliders have been inserted. The wedge-shaped
inserts 14 fit snugly into the slots 12 the fit being suffi-
ciently snug as to prevent accidental movement of the
inserts within the slots, and to prevent their-outward dis-
placement.

The clip of the invention is designed to be used in
conjunction with the performance of presurgical pro-
cedures upon a patient. Upon the patient’s entering the
hospital for surgery a file is' prepared by hospital per-
sonnel for use in recording various date relating to the
particular patient. A chart clip 10 is attached to the bot-
tom of cover 18 of the file. The file contains various sized
papers which concern procedures to be performed. When
a particular presurgical procedure is completed the in-
formation is noted on thes appropriate paper ‘in the file
and at that time the chart clip slider 14 is moved up-
wardly in the slot containing markings designating that
particular procedure. For example, in FIGURE 2 of the
drawings, if the identification bracelet has been placed
on the patient’s wrist the slider 14 is displaced upwardly
from its position in FIGURE 2 to its- upper .position
shown in FIGURE 5. The abbreviation “Identi” mean-
ing identification is then covered and the lower letter “C”
in the slot is for the first time made evident.

As the various presurgical procedures are performed,
data is noted in successive papers in the file and the
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sliders are manually moved within the corresponding
slots until eventually all the sliders have been moved,
and all the procedural references covered as shown in
FIGURE 5. This indicates that all the necessary pro-
cedures have been performed and that the patient is now
ready for surgery. N

As the various slots at their lower ends carry single
letters which have been uncovered by the displacement
of the sliders these letters all are now visible and spell
out “CHART READY.” The sliders carry the letters
spelling out “FOR-SURGERY.” Accordingly with the
sliders in their upper position the chart clip reads “FOR
SURGERY-CHART READY.” )

While the particular chart clips herein shown and dis-
closed in detail are fully capable of attaining the objects
and providing the advantages hereinbefore stated, it is
to be understood that they are merely illustrative of the
presently preferred embodiments of the invention and
that no limitations are intended to the details of construc-
tion or design herein shown other than as defined in the
appended claims.

I claim:

1. A chart clip for checking and recording comple-
tion of procedures comprising a flexible U sectioned body
attachable to a chart file by sliding its open side over the
file cover, said clip body being formed- with a plurality
of slots, the upper portion of the base of each slot con-
taining markings designating particular procedures neces-
sary to be performed in presurgical hospital preparation
with which the papers in the file are concerned, and a
plurality of movable sliders slidable back and forth within
said slots, characterized in that said sliders are of trun-
cated wedge shape in section and in that said slot is simi-
larly sectioned and provides rectangular openings in the
top surface of said clip body, said sliders being adapted
to be moved from an initial position to a second posi-
tion covering the marking in the slot to indicate the ac-
complishment of the procedure indicated by the mark-
ings.

2. A clip as defined in claim 1 characterized in that
said movable inserts are permanently locked in their in-
dividual slots and are provided with recesses to accept
pointed implements to facilitate their movement.

3. A clip for use on the cover of a hospital patient’s
chart file to perform the function of providing a check
upon the performance of certain presurgical procedures
on the patient and to which papers within the file relate,
said clip including a body having rectangular depressions
in its upper face each depression being provided on its
bottom surface with a marking corresponding to a pro-
cedure to be performed in preparing the patient for sur-
gery, and a slider movable in said depression between
covering and displaced positions with respect to said
marking.

4. A clip as defined in claim 3 characterized in that
each slider is provided with a spring detent and the bot-
tom. face of each slot is provided with special seats each
adapted to receive said detent to hold said slider in place.
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