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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A worktable for processing transparencies, photo-
graphic plates and the like is provided with a sink top
having a translucent downwardly and forwardly sloping
bottom. A translucent workplate is supported on the bot-
tom. A light source under the sink directs light upwardly
through the workplate. A suitable spray is provided so
that the workplate area may be covered with a washing
spray. '

The present invention relates to a worktable, and, more
particularly, to a dot etch and clearing table for rubbing-
up, cleaning, washing, wiping, and otherwise processing
transparencies, photographic plates, and the like.

In the commercial treatment of large transparencies,
such as photographic plates and the like, materials appear
on the transparencies as they are being developed and
processed which must be removed from the transparen-
cies. Moreover the material removed from the transpar-
encies must be washed from the transparencies. It is nec-
essary in order to process such transparencies that they
be well lighted, processed on a clean hard work surface,
and washed in an optimum manner while performing the
required work,

Accordingly, one object of the present invention is to
provide a mew and improved worktable for processing
photographic transparencies and the like.

A further object of the present invention is to provide
a new and improved worktable for processing photo-
graphic transparencies and the like which provides a
clean hard work surface for the transparency and which
permits through lighting of the transparency while pro-
viding for spray washing of the transparency.

Yet a further object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a new and improved dot etch and clearing table for
processing and working transparencies and the like and
provided with improved means for directing a washing
spray substantially evenly over the work surface while
simultaneously permitting through lighting of the trans-
parency.

Further objects and advantages of the present inven-
tion will become apparent as the following description
proceeds and the features of novelty which characterize
the invention will be pointed out with particularity in the
claims annexed to and forming a part of this specification.

In accordance with these and many other objects of
the present invention, there is provided a new and im-
proved worktable having a recessed top including a trans-
lucent sink frame having a downwardly and forwardly
sloping bottom wall. A translucent workplate is supported
on the bottom wall in a downwardly and forwardly slop-
ing position. Suitable spray means are arranged for pro-
viding a washing spray substantially over the workplate
area. A light source under the sink directs light upwardly
through the workplate.

For a better understanding of the present invention
reference may be had to the accompanying drawings
wherein:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a worktable accord-
ing to the present invention;

FIGURE 2 is a top view of the worktable of FIG-
URE 1;
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FIGURE 3 is a front view of the worktable of FIG-
URE 1;

FIGURE 4 is a cross sectional side view of the work-
table of FIGURE 1;

FIGURE 5§ is a fragmentary elevational view of the
worktable taken along line 5—5 of FIGURE 2, and
drawn to a larger scale than FIGURE 1; and .

FIGURE 6 is a fragmentary sectional view, taken
along line 6—6 of FIGURE 4, and drawn to the same
scale as FIGURE 5.

Referring now to the drawings, there is shown a dot
etch and clearing table 10 according to the present inven-
tion. The table 10 includes a table top assembly 11 sup-
ported on suitable supporting structure such as a floor
stand 12. The table top assembly includes a translucent
sink or sink frame 15 of suitable material such as high-
impact polystyrene and having a rectangular, sloped, re-
cessed center area forming a downwardly and forwardly
sloping bottom wall 15a.

For the purpose of supporting a flat hard translucent
workplate 18 of ground or polished plate glass or other
suitable material, the bottom wall 15a of the sink frame
is provided with right triangular elevations 19, FIG-
URES 5 and 6, adjacent each of the corners of the bottom
wall 154 of the sink frame. The sides of the right angle
of the right triangular elevations are parallel with the
adjacent sides of the sink and an angle shaped railing 20
is contiguous with the right angle sides of the elevations
15. In this manner the workplate 18 is supported on the
elevations 19 above the bottom surface of the sink 15 and
is positioned and held in place by the angle shaped rail-
ings 20 in a downwardly and forwardly sloping position.
Suitable workpieces 21, such as photographic transparen-
cies, may be placed on the workplate 18.

In accordance with another aspect of the present inven-
tion, suitable spray means are provided for directing
washing or rinsing water over the workplate 18 and asso-
ciated workpiece 21. More specifically the spray means
includes a spray tube 24 within the recessed portion of the
sink and extending along the back side thereof. The spray
tube 24 is provided with a plurality of forwardly extend-
ing spray apertures 24a for directing a spray over the
workplate 18. Additionally a swingable spray nozzle 25
is pivotally mounted to one end of a pivotally mounted
support tube 26. In this manner the spray nozzle 25 may
be swung with the support tube 26 into an infinife number
of arcuate positions as indicated in phantom in FIGURE
2 as 26a and 265, and additionally may be pivoted about
its own pivotal axis, as indicated in FIGURE 2 at 26¢
and 264 so as to selectively provide for a spray through-
out the work area.

A control valve assembly 28 selectively directs warm
or cold water to the tubes 24 and 26. More specifically,
the control valve assembly includes hot and cold water
valves 29 and 30 for providing a proper mixing of hot
and cold water, a spray valve 31 for directing the mixed
water to the spray tube 24 and a spry valve 32 for direct-
ing mixed water to the spray nozzle 25. A spray hose 33
connects the spray valve 31 with the spray tube 24, and
suitable fittings 34 connect the spray valve 32 with the
spray nozzle 25 through the support tube 26. Addition-
ally hot and cold water connections 35 and 36 are pro-
vided for connecting the respective water valves 29 and
30 to a source of hot and cold water.

Drain means 38 are provided at the lower forward
edge of the bottom wall 154 to provide for connection to
a suitable drain.

In accordance with another feature of the present in-
vention a suitable light source 40 is positioned under the
translucent bottom wall 15a of the sink frame 15 for di-
recting light upwardly through the workplate 18. In the

+ illustrated embodiment the light source 40 comprises a
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plurality of fluorescent tubes 40a. The tubes 40a are
mounted on a pivoted wall or door 41 which may be
opened downwardly about a hinge 42 to permit replace-
ment of the tubes 40a. Additionally a suitable electrical
connection from a light switch 43, FIGURE 1, regulates
e on-off condition of the fluorescent tube 48a.

Although the present invention has been described by
reference to only a single embodiment thereof, it will be
apparent that numerous other modifications and embodi-
ments will be devised by those skilled in the art which
will fall within the true spirit and scope of the present
invention.

What is claimed as new and desired to be secured by
Letters Patent of the United States is:

1. A dot etch and clearing table comprising a floor
stand; a recessed top including a translucent polystyrene
sink frame having a downwardly and forwardly sloping
bottom wall; a translucent workplate supported on said
bottom wall in a downwardly and forwardly sloping posi-
tion; a spray tube within said recessed top extending along
the back thereof and including a plurality of forwardly
extending spray apertures for directing a spray over said
workplate; a pivotally mounted support tube; a spray
nozzle pivotally mounted at one end of said support tube
and movable into a plurality of positions over said work-
plate for directing a spray downwardly onto said work-
plate; a control valve assembly; means interconnecting
said control valve assembly with each of said tubes; means
for connecting said control valve assembly to a source
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of hot and cold water; and a light source under said work-
plate for directing light upwardly through said workplate.

2. A dot etch and clearing table as set forth in claim 1
above wherein said sink frame is generally rectangular
and is formed with a right triangular elevation adjacent
each of its corners aligned with the sides of the right
angle thereof parallel with the adjacent sides of said sink
frame, and having an angle shaped railing contiguous
with said sides of said right angle, said workplate being
supported above the bottom surface of said sink frame on
said elevations and positioned by said angle shaped rail-
ings.

3. A dot etch and clearing table as set forth in claim 1
above and including drain means opening along the lower
forward surface of said bottom wall.
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