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My invention relates to electric signs and 

particularly the type shown in my copending 
application Serial No. 542,999, wherein a 
“neon” tube is used as the illuminating ele 

ð ment. 
The purpose of my present invention is to 

provide a sign which can be used for taxicab 
purposes or for advertising purposes in asso 
ciation with business motor vehicles. When 

10 used for the former purpose the sign element 
is adapted to indicate both the cab owner 
and that the cab is vacant, the vacant status 
of the cab being indicated directly by a 
properly formed "neon” tube without the use 

l5 of a stencil or delineated glass pane, while 
the name of the cab owner is indicated by a 
suitable stencil or delineated glass pane illu 
minated by a portion of the tube. When used 
for the latter purpose, two stencils or de 

20 lineated glass panes are employed, both illu 
minated by the tube, one of the stencils or 
panes delineating the advertisement and the 
other the source of such advertisement. 
In the drawings chosen to illustrate my 

25 invention, the scope whereof is set forth in 
the appended claim. 
Figure 1 is a front view of my invention 

utilized for taxicab purposes; 
Figure 2, a view similar to Figure 1 show 

80 ing my invention utilized for advertising 
purposes; 
Figure 3, an enlarged view similar to Fig 

ure 1 with the stencil removed and disclos 
ing fully the interior of the sign casing: 

35 Figure 4, a section on the line 4-4 of Fig 
i ure 3; and 

Figure 5, a section on the line 5-5 of Fig 
ure 3. 

0 shown as comprising a metallic casing 10 open 
at the front and provided with a fore and aft 
partition 11 which divides the interior of the 
casing into a minor compartment 12 and a 
major compartment 13. A “neon” tube 14 is 
disposed within the casing 10 and extends 
through the partition 11, so as to dispose one 
part thereof in the compartment 12 and an 
other partin the compartment 13. That por 
tion of the tube 14 in the compartment 13 is 

50 bent to delineate the word “Vacant” while the 

45 

Referring to the drawings my invention is 

portion in compartment 12 has no particular - 
shape, being utilized solely for the purpose 
of illuminating a stenciled pane as will here 
inafter appear. The open front of the com 
partment 12 is adapted to be closed by a glass 
pane on which is suitably stenciled or deline 
ated the name of the company operating the 
cab. The pane 15 is held in assembly with the 
casing 10 by a retaining frame 16 engaged on 
the casing, said frame having a cross member 
17which Overlies the forward edge of the par 
tition 11. When the sign is used for taxicab 
purposes no closing pane is employed with 
respect to the compartment 13. However, 
when the sign is used for advertising pur 
poses as shown in Figure 2, compartment 13 
is closed by a stenciled or delineated glass 
pane 18 displaying an advertisement, while a 
separate pane 19 stenciled or delineated to 
indicate the source of the advertisement closes 
the compartment 12. In either specified use 
of my sign the panes 15, 18 and 19 are seated 
under pressure by the frame 16 against the 
free ends of rubber bushings 20, which pro 
ject from the rear wall of the casing 10, such 
construction being claimed in my copending 
application Serial No. 542,999. The mount 
ing of the tube 14 in the casing 10 and the 
electrical connections therefor are effected in 
a manner similar to that described and 
claimed in my aforesaid copending applica 
tion. Briefly stated, the mounting of the 
tube is effected by studs 21 projecting from 
the rear of the casing and to the free ends of 
which the tube is bound by wires 22. Rub 
ber cushions 23 are interposed between the 
bottom of the casing 10 and the tube to pro 
vide a resilient seat adapted to absorb vibra 
tion and assist in preventing breakage. I 
also further provide against the tube break 
age by interposing rubber cushions 24 be 
tween the tube and the rear Wall of the cas 
ing. A post 25 of insulating material is car 
ried by a side wall of the casing and projects 
into the compartment 13. This post carries 
a binding screw 26 which is electrically con 
nected to the adjacent terminal of the tube 14 
by a flexible conductor 27. A mounting 
bracket 28 is secured to the bottom of the 
casing 10 and through this bracket I lead into 
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the casing a conductor 29 from the high ten 
sion terminal of a vibratory coil (not shown). 
Included in the conductor 29 is a switch 30 
through the instrumentality of which the sign 
may be extinguished or illuminated as de 
sired. The casing 10 is shown grounded at 
31 through the bracket 28. The terminal of 

so 

£3 

40 

the tube 14 which is located in the compart 
ment 12 is grounded to the casing 10 by a 
flexible conductor 32 secured at one end to 
said terminal and at its other end to a bind 
ing screw 33 carried by the casing. It will 
of course be understood that when the sign 
herein described is used in connection with 
motor vehicles, it is incorporated in the elec 
trical system of such vehicle in the manner 
shown in detail in my copending application 
Serial No. 542,999. 
While I have illustrated and described the 

illuminating element as a “neon'tube, it will 
be apparent that as far as the structure dis 
closed in Figure 2 is concerned other types of 
electric illuminating elements may be em 
ployed without any alteration in the casing 
structure or the delineated panes and their 
retaining frame. 
I claim: 
In an electric sign, a casing open at its 

front, a partition extending fore and aft in 
the casing and dividing the latter into com 
partments, a “neon” tube mounted in the cas 
ing and extending through the partition to 
dispose a part thereof in each compartment, 
the portion of the tube in one compartment 
being bent to delineate a sign, a delineated 
pane closing the other compartment, detach 
able retaining means for said pane, and means 
for electrically connecting the tube to a 
source of current. 
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 

signature. 
LOUIS A. KOCH, Jr. 
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