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Present claims 34, 36 and 38 relate to compounds defined by reference to
a desirable characteristic or property, namely binding BAFF-R, binding a
BAFF-R-encoding nucleic acid, or modulating BAFF-R activity. The claims
cover all compounds having this characteristic or property, whereas the
application provides support within the meaning of Article 6 PCT and/or
disclosure within the meaning of Article 5 PCT for only a very limited
number of such compounds. In the present case, the claims so lack
support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful
search over .the whole of the claimed scope is impossible. Independent of
the above reasoning, the claims,also lack clarity (Article 6 PCT). An
attempt is made to define the compounds by reference to a result to be
achieved. Again, this Tack of clarity in the present case is such as to
render a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope
impossible. Consequently, the search has been carried out for those parts
of the claims which appear to be clear, supported and disciosed, namely
those parts relating to compounds which are antibody or antisense
molecules.

The applicant’s attention is. drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search report has been established need not .be the subject of an
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure.
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This Intérnationa1 Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. Claims: 1-38,44-55

1
1

An isolated nucleic acid comprising a sequence encoding a
polypeptide at Teast 50% or 90% identical to a polypeptide’
comprising the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO:5, e.qg.,
complementary to at least a portion of SEQ ID NOs 1-4 or 6.
Said nucleic acid, said polypeptide binding BAFF. A vector,.
a host cell and a pharmaceutical composition comprising said
nucleic acid. A substantially purified polypeptide encoded
by said nucleic acid, and a pharmaceutical composition
comprising said polypeptide. An antibody binding to said
polypeptide, and compositions containing said antibody. A
method of producing said polypeptide. Methods of using said
polypeptide (BAFF-R), nucleic acid (BAFF-R nucleic acid) or
antibody in diagnosis, treatment, prevention or delaying
conditions. Methods of using BAFF-R protein or nucleic acid
in identifying compounds. An isolated nucieic acid molecule
encoding at least a portion of a BAFF-R protein comprising
an amino acid sequence selected from the group consisting of
SEQ ID NOs 13 and 15-32 (e.g., as a portion of a chimeric
protein), an isolated nucleic acid molecule encoding a
BAFF-R protein comprising an amino acid sequence of SEQ ID
NO:14 (e.g., as a portion of a chimieric protein), and the
corresponding isolated polypeptides.

2. Claims: 39-43

A method of decreasing aggregation of a recombinantly
expressed protein comprising, a) identifying regions of
conserved amino acids between homologs of a target protein
that aggregates as a recombinantly expressed protein, b)
substituting at least one non-conserved amino acid in said
target protein to form a mutated target protein; wherein
said mutated target protein displays reduced aggregation
when recombinantly expressed. Said method wherein a
non-conserved nonpolar amino acid is changed to an uncharged
polar amino acid (e.g., Pro, Ser or Ala).
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