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SYSTEMIS AND METHODS FOR PROVIDING 
AN ACCESSORIZABLE FRAME SYSTEM 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

0001. This application is a continuation-in-part of (and 
claims priority to) U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/724, 
213, filed Mar. 15, 2010, entitled “Systems and Methods for 
Providing an Accessorizable Frame System, which claims 
priority to U.S. Provisional Application Ser. No. 61/160,570, 
filed Mar. 16, 2009, entitled “Systems and Methods for Pro 
viding an Accessorizable Frame System, the entire disclo 
sures of which are both hereby incorporated by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 1. Field of the Invention 
0003. The present application relates to picture frames. In 
particular, the present invention provides systems and meth 
ods for providing an accessorizable frame system having a 
plurality of pieces that selectively connect to and disconnect 
from each other. Because certain pieces in the frame system 
can easily be connected to and disconnected from each other, 
the frame system is easily assembled, customized, and other 
wise used to provide an aesthetically pleasing display. 
0004 2. Background and Related Art 
0005 Frames, such as picture frames, are known devices 
that are used to hold and display pictures, paintings, artwork, 
certificates, and the like. Conventional picture frames are 
available with a large variety of characteristics. In some typi 
cal implementations, however, picture frames comprise an 
outer square or rectangular frame, a backing, and/or a flat 
piece of glass or transparent plastic. In Such implementations, 
artwork, or another object being displayed, is often sand 
wiched between the backing and the piece of glass (or a 
retaining lip in the frame if the glass/plastic covering is not 
present). 
0006 While conventional picture frames have proven use 
ful as a means for holding and displaying certain objects, 
Some conventional picture frames still have some shortcom 
ings. In one example, Some picture frames are not easily 
customizable or accessorizable. Accordingly, Such picture 
frames can have a static appearance—as opposed to a 
dynamic appearance that can easily be changed for a variety 
ofuses. In another example, some picture frames require tools 
for assembly or for hanging. In still another example, certain 
picture frames require a relatively high level of skill to prop 
erly align a picture within the frame. In yet another example, 
Some picture frames can be expensive to manufacture. 
0007 Thus, while techniques currently exist that are used 
to frame and display pictures, paintings, and other artwork, 
challenges still exist, including those mentioned above. 
Accordingly, it would be an improvement in the art to aug 
ment or even replace current techniques with other tech 
niques. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0008. The present application relates to picture frames. In 
particular, the present invention provides systems and meth 
ods for providing an accessorizable frame system having a 
plurality of pieces that selectively connect to and disconnect 
from each other. Because certain pieces in the frame system 
can be connected to and disconnected from each other, the 
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frame system is easily assembled, customized, and otherwise 
used to provide an aesthetically pleasing display. 
0009. Although the frame system can comprise any suit 
able component, in Some implementations, the frame system 
includes a display plate and a frame plate. In such implemen 
tations, the display plate and the frame plate can have any 
suitable characteristic that allows them to function as 
intended. In one non-limiting example, the display plate com 
prises a first side and a second side, wherein the first side 
comprises a Substantially flat display Surface. Similarly, in 
another non-limiting example, the frame plate comprises a 
front side and a back side, wherein the back side comprises at 
least one receptacle for a connector, or a component that can 
Support the frame system against a Substrate (e.g., a wall, 
desk, refrigerator, a back cover, etc.). In still another non 
limiting example, the frame plate has a larger perimeter than 
does the display plate. Accordingly, when the two plates are 
connected, at least a portion of the frame plate extends later 
ally past the display plate's perimeter. 
0010. The frame plate and the display plate can be con 
nected to each other in any suitable manner that allows the 
two components to be selectively connected to, and releas 
ably disconnected from, each other. In one non-limiting 
example, at least one clip extends from the display plate's 
second side and the frame plate comprises at least one recep 
tacle that is sized and shaped to receive the clip. 
0011. In addition to the aforementioned components, the 
frame system can comprise any other Suitable component, 
including, but are not limited to, an aligner, a liner, a display 
plate grip, a frame plate tab, adhesive material, and/or a back 
cover. In Such instances, the various components may serve 
any suitable purpose. By way of non-limiting example, the 
aligner can help a user to properly align a piece of artwork on 
the display plate. In another non-limiting example, the liner 
can be used to provide additional color, contrast, and/or 
another desired characteristic to the frame system. In still 
another non-limiting example, the back cover can cover the 
frame plate's back side and provide the frame system with a 
leg that allows the frame system to stand on its own. 
0012 While the systems and methods of the present inven 
tion have proven to be particularly useful in the area of fram 
ing photographs, awards, papers, certificates, paintings, 
drawings, artwork, silk screens, applied graphics, and other 
objects, those skilled in the art can appreciate that the 
described systems and methods can be used in a variety of 
different applications and in a variety of different areas of 
manufacture. By way of non-limiting example, the described 
frame system can also be used to display trophies, knick 
knacks, memorabilia, and other 3-dimensional objects. 
0013 These and other features and advantages of the 
present invention will be set forth or will become more fully 
apparent in the description that follows and in the appended 
claims. The features and advantages may be realized and 
obtained by means of the instruments and combinations par 
ticularly pointed out in the appended claims. Furthermore, the 
features and advantages of the invention may be learned by 
the practice of the invention or will be obvious from the 
description, as set forth hereinafter. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0014. In order that the manner in which the above recited 
and other features and advantages of the present invention are 
obtained, a more particular description of the invention will 
be rendered by reference to specific embodiments thereof, 
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which are illustrated in the appended drawings. Understand 
ing that the drawings depict only typical embodiments of the 
present invention and are not, therefore, to be considered as 
limiting the scope of the invention, the present invention will 
be described and explained with additional specificity and 
detail through the use of the accompanying drawings in 
which: 
0015 FIG. 1A illustrates a perspective view of a represen 

tative embodiment of a frame system; 
0016 FIG. 1B illustrates a cross-sectional, exploded view 
of the frame system of FIG. 1A, cut along line A-A: 
0017 FIG. 1C illustrates a cross-sectional view of the 
assembled frame system illustrated in FIG. 1A, cut along line 
A-A. 
0018 FIG. 2A illustrates a side-plan view of a represen 

tative embodiment of a display plate; 
0019 FIG. 2B illustrates a perspective view of a display 
surface of the display plate of FIG. 2A; 
0020 FIG. 2C illustrates a cross-sectional view of a rep 
resentative embodiment of the display plate comprising a 
raised edge that allows the display plate to function as a 
shadow box; 
0021 FIG. 2D illustrates a perspective view of the display 
plate of FIG. 2C: 
0022 FIGS. 2E-2F each illustrate a perspective view of a 
representative embodiment of the display plate comprising a 
display plate grip: 
0023 FIG. 2G illustrates a side-plan view of a represen 

tative embodiment of a display plate: 
0024 FIG. 3A illustrates a perspective view of a represen 

tative embodiment of a frame plate: 
0025 FIG. 3B illustrates a cross-sectional view of the 
frame plate of FIG. 3A, cut along line C-C: 
0026 FIG.3C illustrates a cross-sectional, exploded view 
of the frame system illustrated in FIG. 1A, cut along line A-A: 
0027 FIG. 3D illustrates a top schematic view of a repre 
sentative embodiment of the frame plate: 
0028 FIG.3E illustrates a portion of the frame plate from 
FIG. 3C, illustrating a representative embodiment of a recep 
tacle capable of receiving a push pin; 
0029 FIGS. 4A-4C illustrate perspective views of some 
representative embodiments of a clip: 
0030 FIG. 4D illustrates a perspective view of a represen 

tative embodiment of the display plate: 
0031 FIGS. 4E-4G illustrate side views of a method for 
releasing the display plate from a catch; 
0032 FIG. 4H illustrates a perspective view of a represen 

tative embodiment of a frame plate tab: 
0033 FIG. 4I illustrates a cross-sectional view in which a 
representative embodiment of the frame system comprises a 
representative embodiment of the frame plate tab: 
0034 FIGS. 4J-4L illustrate a representative method for 
releasing the clip from the frame plate in accordance with a 
representative embodiment of the invention; 
0035 FIG. 5 illustrates a perspective view of a represen 

tative embodiment of an alignment member that is configured 
to hold the display plate square and firm with respect to the 
frame plate; 
0036 FIG. 6A illustrates a perspective, top view of a rep 
resentative embodiment of an aligner, wherein the aligner is 
configured to serve as a receptacle for a display medium to 
help mount the medium to the display plate, and wherein the 
aligner also comprises a transparent lens that is optionally 
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used to cover and protect the display medium when the 
medium is displayed in the frame system; 
0037 FIG. 6B illustrates a side schematic view of the 
aligner from FIG. 6A: 
0038 FIG. 6C illustrates a top schematic view of the 
aligner from FIG. 6A: 
0039 FIG. 7A illustrates a perspective view of a represen 
tative embodiment of a liner; 
0040 FIG. 7B illustrates a top schematic view of the liner 
from FIG. 7A: 
0041 FIG.7C illustrates a cross-sectional view of the liner 
from FIG. 7A, cut along line D-D; 
0042 FIG. 7D illustrates a cross-sectional view of the 
liner from FIG. 7A, cut along line E-E: 
0043 FIG. 8A illustrates a top perspective view of a rep 
resentative embodiment of a back cover; 
0044 FIG.8B illustrates a side schematic view of the back 
cover of FIG. 8A: 
0045 FIG. 8C illustrates a top schematic view of the back 
cover of FIG. 8A: 
0046 FIG. 9A illustrates perspective view of a portion of 
a representative embodiment of the frame system comprising 
a representative embodiment of an additional border; 
0047 FIG.9B illustrates a cross-sectional view of a rep 
resentative embodiment of the frame plate and a representa 
tive embodiment of the additional border; 
0048 FIG.9C illustrates a perspective view of a portion of 
a representative embodiment of two additional boarders con 
nected together with a representative embodiment of a spring 
clip; and 
0049 FIG. 10 illustrates a side schematic view of a repre 
sentative embodiment of a separating bar. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

0050. The present application relates to picture frames. In 
particular, the present invention provides systems and meth 
ods for providing an accessorizable frame system having a 
plurality of pieces that selectively connect to, and disconnect 
from, each other. Because certain pieces in the frame system 
can easily be connected to and disconnected from each other, 
the frame system is easily assembled, customized, and other 
wise used to provide an aesthetically pleasing display. 
0051. In the disclosure and in the claims, the term display 
media, and variations thereof (e.g., display medium, medium, 
and media) may refer to any Suitable object that can be placed 
on or in the frame system for display. Some examples of 
Suitable display media include, but are not limited to, one or 
more photographs, certificates, pictures, drawings, paintings, 
canvases, applied graphics, silk screens, papers, awards, 
memorabilia, knickknacks, medals, trophies, keepsakes, and 
other suitable items. 
0.052 The described frame system can comprise virtually 
any component that allows the system to frame one or more 
display media while allowing a plurality of components in the 
frame system to be selectively connected to, and discon 
nected from, each other. By way of non-limiting example, 
FIG. 1A illustrates a representative embodiment in which an 
assembled frame system 10 comprises a display plate 15 and 
frame plate 20. Additionally, FIGS. 1B and 1C illustrate dif 
ferent views of a non-limiting embodiment in which the 
frame system 10 optionally comprises an aligner 25, a liner 
30, a back cover 35, and/or one or more legs 40. To provide a 
better understanding of the frame system, each of the afore 
mentioned components is described below in more detail. 
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0053 With respect to the display plate 15, the display plate 
can have any suitable characteristic that allows it to hold one 
or more display media and to connect the display media to the 
frame plate 20. In this regard, FIGS. 2A and 2B illustrate 
different views of a non-limiting embodiment in which the 
display plate 15 comprises a first side 45 (or a display media 
attachment side) and a second side 50 (which optionally 
comprises an attachment for connecting the display plate to 
the frame plate, as hereinafter described). In such an embodi 
ment, the display plate's first side and second side can have 
any Suitable characteristic that allows the display plate to 
function as intended. Indeed, in one non-limiting example, 
FIGS. 2A and 2B show the display plate's first side 45 com 
prises a substantially flat display surface 55 that is capable of 
Supporting a picture, a painting, a photograph, painting, 
drawing, or any other Suitable display media (not shown in 
FIG. 2A or 2B). 
0054. In another non-limiting example, FIGS. 2C and 2D 
show different views of an embodiment in which the display 
plate 15 comprises one or more raised edges 60 around its 
perimeter 62 that extend proximally away from the display 
surface 55 so the display surface 55 is recessed within the 
raised edges 60. While the raised edges may serve any suit 
able function, in Some instances, the raised edges allow the 
display plate to be a shadow box in which any suitable med 
als, memorabilia, knickknacks, and/or other Suitable display 
media can be placed. In this regard, in some embodiments 
where the display plate comprises a shadow box, the display 
plate holds thicker display media than would be possible in 
some other embodiments in which the display plate does not 
comprise one or more raised edges. 
0055 Where the display plate 15 comprises one or more 
raised edges 60, the raised edges can have any Suitable char 
acteristic. In one non-limiting example, the raised edges 60 
have any suitable thickness X (as shown in FIG. 2C). In 
another non-limiting example, the raised edges 60 are raised 
any suitable distance Y (as shown in FIG. 2C) from the dis 
play Surface 55. Indeed, in some non-limiting embodiments, 
the raised edges extend more than: about 2.5 millimeters 
(about 0.1 inches), about 0.5 centimeters (about 0.2 inches), 
or about 1 centimeter (about 0.4 inches) above the display 
Surface. Similarly, in some non-limiting embodiments, the 
raised edges extend less than: about 10 centimeters (about 4 
inches), about 5 centimeters (about 2 inches), or about 2.5 
centimeters (about 1 inch) above the display surface. Indeed, 
in some presently preferred embodiments, the rails extend 
between about 0.64 centimeters (about 0.25 inches) and about 
1.3 centimeters (about 0.5 inches) past the display surface. 
0056. In some non-limiting embodiments, the second side 
50 of the display plate 15 optionally comprises one or more 
display plate grips that are configured to allow a user to grip 
the display plate from behind. In this manner, a display plate 
grip can help the user manipulate the display plate as a picture 
is attached to the first surface 45 of the display plate, as the 
display plate is inserted into (or removed from) the aligner, 
and/or for any other suitable purpose. 
0057 Where the display plate 15 comprises a display plate 
grip, the grip can have any suitable characteristic that allows 
it to operate as intended. For instance, the grip can be any 
suitable shape that allows a user to grab it and that still allows 
the display plate to be attached to the frame plate 20 (e.g., as 
described herein). Additionally, while the display plate grip 
can be any suitable shape (e.g., comprise a post, a knob, a 
projection, a cylindrical shaped object, a spherical object, 
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and/or any other suitable object), FIGS. 2E and 3F shows 
Some embodiments in which the display plate grip 61 com 
prises a tab extending from the second surface 50 of the 
display plate. Additionally, while the display plate grip can be 
disposed in any suitable location on the display plate, FIGS. 
2E and 2F shows some embodiments in which grip 61 is 
centrally located on the second surface 50 of the display plate 
15. In this regard, a central placement of the display plate grip 
can provide the user with more control over and/or the ability 
to easily balance the display plate when the user is holding the 
display plate grip. 
0058. In some non-limiting embodiments, the display 
plate 15 optionally comprises a mechanism for securing a 
display medium to the display surface 55. In such embodi 
ments, the display plate can comprise any suitable securing 
mechanism, including, without limitation, an adhesive, a 
clamping mechanism, and/or any other Suitable means for 
attaching display media to the display plate. By way of non 
limiting example, FIG. 2A (see also FIGS. 1B and 2A) shows 
an embodiment in which a sheet a double-sided-adhesive 65 
is connected to the display Surface (as illustrated by arrows 
66) to secure a display medium 70 to the display plate 15. 
0059. Where the display plate 15 comprises an adhesive 
material on its first side 45, the adhesive can be disposed in 
any Suitable location on the first site (e.g., across the entire 
first side, in patches on the first side, along a perimeter of the 
first side, etc.). In some embodiments, however, the adhesive 
material is positioned on the first side such that the adhesive 
is disposed some distance in from at least one perimeter of the 
display plate. In this manner a user can contact and align a 
picture (or other form of media) against of the portion of the 
first side that is free from adhesive and then (once the media 
is properly aligned), the user can fully contact the media 
against the first side of the display plate to attach the media to 
the display plate via the adhesive. Accordingly, where the 
display plate lacks adhesive next to at least one perimeter of 
the plate's first side, a user can easily avoid crinkling the 
media and misaligning the media on the display plate. 
0060. Where the adhesive 65 on the display plate 15 does 
not extend all the way to at least one perimeter of the display 
plate's first surface 45, the adhesive can be disposed any 
Suitable distance away from the display plate's perimeter 
(e.g., between about 0.1 mm and about 12 cm, or any Suitable 
distance there between). Indeed, in some embodiments, the 
adhesive begins between about 3 mm and about 6 mm from 
each perimeter of the display plate's first side. For instance, 
while FIG. 2A shows an embodiment in which the adhesive 
65 extends to at least two perimeters of the display plate 15, 
FIG. 2G shows an embodiment in which the adhesive 65 falls 
short of extending to all of the perimeters of the display 
plate's first surface 45. 
0061. With respect to the frame plate 20, the frame plate 
can comprise any Suitable component that allows its outer 
most perimeter to extend past and form a border around at 
least a portion of the display plate's perimeter 62. Indeed, in 
one non-limiting example, FIG. 1A shows the frame plate's 
outermost perimeter 110 is larger than the display plate's 
perimeter 62. In another non-limiting example, FIGS. 3A and 
3B show different views of an embodiment in which the 
frame plate 20 comprises a front side 75 and a back side 80. 
0062. In still another non-limiting example, at least a por 
tion of the frame plate 20 optionally extends proximally past 
the frame plates front side 75 to create a shadow box presen 
tation around the display plate 15 when the display plate is 
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connected to the frame plate. While any suitable portion of the 
frame plate can be raised proximally past the frame plate's 
front side 75, FIGS. 3A and 3B show that, in some non 
limiting embodiments, the frame plate is raised at a plurality 
of perimeters 85. 
0063. Where the frame plate 20 comprises one or more 
raised perimeters 85, the raised perimeters can have any suit 
able characteristic. In one non-limiting example, the raised 
perimeters are raised any suitable or desired height H (as 
shown in FIG. 3B) above the frame plate's front side 75. In 
another non-limiting example, the raised perimeters 85 have 
any suitable thickness T (as illustrated in FIG. 3B). In still 
another non-limiting example, the proximal end 88 of the 
raised perimeters (as shown in FIG. 3B) has any suitable 
shape, including, but not limited to a square (as shown in FIG. 
3B), a triangular, Stepped, rounded, irregular, or any other 
suitable shape that decorates the frame plate. 
0064. In some non-limiting embodiments, the back side 
80 of the frame plate 20 comprises one or more receptacles for 
receiving a connector that is capable of connecting the frame 
plate to a Supporting object. As used herein, the term Support 
ing object may refer to any suitable object that is capable of 
holding the frame system. Some non-limiting examples of 
Suitable Supporting objects include a wall (e.g., a wall com 
prising a fabric Surface, a gypsum board (Such as sheet rock), 
a cork board, etc.), a metal object (e.g., a refrigerator, a file 
cabinet, a shelf system, etc.), the back cover, and so forth. 
Additionally, as used herein, the term connector may refer to 
any suitable connecting mechanism that is capable of con 
necting the frame plate to a Supporting object. Non-limiting 
examples of suitable connectors comprise one or more push 
pins, pieces of hook-and-loop fastener, magnets, adhesives, 
slots for fasteners (e.g., nails, screws, etc.), and any other 
Suitable component that can attach the frame system to a 
Supporting object. 
0065. Where the frame plate's back side 80 comprises a 
receptacle for receiving a connector, the frame plate can com 
prise any suitable receptacle. In one non-limiting example, 
FIGS. 3B and 3C show different views of an embodiment in 
which frame plate's back side 80 comprises a plurality of 
push-pin receptacles 90 that are each sized and shaped to 
receive the handle 95 of a push-pin 100. With push-pins 
disposed on the frame plate's back side, the frame plate can be 
connected to a Supporting object by placing the frame in a 
desired position on a Supporting object (e.g., a gypsum wall) 
and forcing the push-pins' point into the Supporting object. 
0066. Where the frame plate's back side 80 comprises a 
push-pin receptacle, the back side can comprise any Suitable 
number of push-pin receptacles, including, without limita 
tion, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, or more. By way of illustration, FIG. 3D 
shows a non-limiting embodiment in which the frame plate 20 
comprises 4 push-pin receptacles 90 (as illustrated by the 
dashed lines). 
0067. Where the frame plate's back side 80 comprises one 
or more push-pin receptacles 90, a push-pin 100 can be 
anchored within each receptacle in any Suitable manner, 
including, without limitation through the use of an adhesive 
or a frictional engagement. According to at least Some pres 
ently preferred embodiments, however, FIG.3E shows that an 
adhesive, Such as contact paper 65, is disposed in the recep 
tacle 90, between an inner surface of the receptacle and an end 
of the push pins handle 95. 
0068. In another non-limiting example, the frame plate's 
back side comprises one or more indentations 103 for one or 
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more connectors (e.g., hook-and-loop fasteners, double 
sided adhesives, magnets, etc.). Accordingly, in this example, 
a connector can be placed in the indentation and the frame 
plate can be connected to a suitable Supporting unit by simply 
placing the frame plate on the Supporting object. 
0069. While the indentation can comprise any suitable 
surface that allows the frame plate to be connected with a 
connector, in some non-limiting embodiments, the indenta 
tions 103 comprises any suitable surface on the frame plates 
back side 80 that is disposed proximally enough from the 
distal-most end 105 (shown in FIG. 3C) of the frame plate's 
outermost perimeter 110 to allow the back cover (discussed 
below) to be connected to the frame plate's back side while 
the connector is disposed in the indentation. By way of non 
limiting illustration, FIG. 3C illustrates an embodiment in 
which in which a connector 111 (e.g., a magnetic strip, a strip 
of hook-and-loop fastener, etc.) can be disposed on a distal 
surface 112 of an indentation 103 the frame plate 20, wherein 
the distance I between the distal surface 112 and the distal 
most end 105 of the frame plate's outermost perimeter 110 is 
substantially equal to the thickness of the connector 111. 
(0070. The display plate 15 and the frame plate 20 can be 
connected to each other in any suitable manner that allows the 
two components to be selectively attached to and discon 
nected from each other. Indeed, in Some non-limiting 
embodiments, the display plate and the frame plate are con 
nected to each other through the use of one or more attach 
ments, such as one or more frictional engagements, adhe 
sives, clamping mechanisms, and/or any other suitable 
component that allows the display plate to selectively attach 
to and detach from the frame plate. 
0071. Where the attachment that connects the display 
plate 15 to the frame plate 20 comprises one or more fictional 
engagements, the frame system 10 can comprise any Suitable 
frictional engagement. Some examples of Suitable frictional 
engagements include, but are not limited to, a clip, a tongue 
and groove attachment, and any other Suitable component 
that is capable of frictionally holding the frame plate to the 
display plate. 
0072. In some currently preferred embodiments, however, 
the display plate 15 selectively attaches to and detaches from 
the frame plate 20 through the use of one or more clips. Where 
the display plate and the frame plate connect to each other 
with a clip, the clip can be disposed on either component. In 
some implementations, FIG. 3C shows the clip 115 extends 
from the display plate's second side 50. Similarly, where the 
clip 115 extends from the display plate 15, FIG. 3D shows 
that, in some embodiments, the frame plate 20 defines an 
opening 120 that is shaped and sized to receive the clip 115. 
0073. In some embodiments in which the display plate 15 
and the frame plate 20 are connected with one or more clips 
115, the frame and display plates can be connected together 
with any Suitable number of clips, including, without limita 
tion, 1, 2, 3, 4, or more. In some presently preferred embodi 
ments, however, the plates are connected with 2 clips. 
(0074. Where the display plate 15 and the frame pate 20 are 
connected to each other with one or more clips, each clip 115 
can comprise any suitable characteristic that allows it fulfill 
its intended purpose. In one non-limiting example, FIG. 4A 
illustrates an embodiment in which the clip 115 comprises a 
first tapered arm 125 and a second tapered arm 130, wherein 
each arm comprises a recess 135 and 140. In this example, 
when the two arms are relaxed, the distance D between a first 
ridge 145 on the first arm 125 and a second ridge 150 on the 
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second arm 130 is greater than the corresponding width W in 
the opening 120 in the frame plate 20 (see FIG. 3D). In 
addition, FIG. 4A shows the width W- of the distal end 152 of 
the clips arms is slightly smaller than the width W of the 
opening 120 in the frame plate 20 (see FIG. 3D). Accordingly, 
when the clip's first aim 125 and second 130 arm are forced 
into the opening 120 so that the first 145 ridge and second 150 
ridge move past the opening 120, the clip 115 becomes selec 
tively locked to the frame plate 20. At this point, to remove the 
display plate from the frame plate, the first and second arms 
are simply Squeezed together to allow the clip to be removed 
from the opening. 
0075. In another non-limiting example, FIGS. 4B-4C (see 
also FIGS. 2E-2F) show that, in some embodiments, the clip 
115 comprises a single arm with a barb 116. In such embodi 
ments, the clip can be removed in any Suitable manner, 
including, without limitation, by applying pressure to the clip 
to move the barb and allow the barb to slide past the corre 
sponding catch (e.g., on the frame plate 20). In this regard, a 
non-limiting example of such is illustrated in FIGS. 4D-4G. 
0076. In some non-limiting embodiments, to assist in 
releasing the display plate 15 from the frame plate 20, the 
frame plate (or another Suitable component) comprises one or 
more frame plate tabs. While such tabs can serve any suitable 
purpose, in Some embodiments, the tab limits movement of a 
corresponding clip and, thereby, helps prevent the clip from 
being pushed too far and being broken. In another example, 
the frame plate tabs provide a surface that can be used to 
Supporta user's digit (e.g., thumb or finger) such that the user 
can pinch the clip 115 (e.g., a clip comprising a single arm) 
towards the frame plate tab to release the clip from the frame 
plate. In this regard, FIGS. 4H-4I illustrate some non-limiting 
embodiments of such a frame plate tab 118. Additionally, 
FIGS. 4J-4K illustrate some embodiments for using a frame 
plate tab to release a clip 115. 
0077. In some non-limiting embodiments, the frame sys 
tem 10 comprises one or more spacers to maintain a space 
between the display plate's second side 50 and the frame 
plate's front side 75. In this manner, the spacer can provide 
the frame system with a 3-dimensional appearance in which 
the display plate appears to float away from the frame plate. 
0078. Where the frame system 10 comprises one or more 
spacers, the frame system can comprise any suitable number 
of spacers, including, but not limited to, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, or more. 
Indeed, in some presently preferred embodiments, the frame 
system comprises 2 spacers to stabilize and separate the dis 
play plate from the frame plate. 
0079. Where the frame system comprises spacers, the 
spacers can be disposed on any suitable component that 
allows the spacers to fulfill their intended purpose. In one 
non-limiting embodiment, however, FIG. 4A shows that a 
spacer 155 is disposed on the clip 115. 
0080 While the spacer 155 can comprise any suitable 
characteristic that allows it to function as intended, FIG. 4A 
shows an embodiment in which the spacer 155 comprises a 
shoulder 160 that has width W+ that is larger than the width W 
of the opening 120 in the frame plate 20 (as shown in FIG.3D) 
and, thereby, prevents the clip 115 from being inserted into 
the frame plate 20 past the shoulder 160. 
0081. Additionally, where the frame system 10 comprises 
a spacer 155, the spacer can maintain any Suitable distance 
between the frame plates front side 75 and the display plates 
second side 50. Indeed, in some non-limiting embodiments, 
the spacer maintains a space that is more than about 5 milli 
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meters (about 0.2 inches), about 1 centimeters (about 0.4 
inches), about 2 centimeters (about 0.8 inches), or larger. 
Similarly, in some non-limiting embodiments, the spacer 
maintains a space that is less than about 6 centimeters (about 
2.4 inches), about 4 centimeters (about 1.6 inches), about 2 
centimeters (about 0.8 inches), or less. 
I0082 In some non-limiting embodiments, the frame sys 
tem 10 also comprises one or more alignment members that 
extend between the display plate 15 and the frame plate 20. 
By way of illustration, FIG. 3C shows a non-limiting embodi 
ment in which at least one alignment member 165 extends 
from the display plate's second side 50. 
I0083. Where the frame system comprises one or more 
alignment members, the alignment members can serve any 
Suitable purpose, including helping to stabilize the display 
plate on the frame plate. Indeed, the use of one or more 
alignment members can prevent the display plate from wob 
bling on the frame plate, while reducing the number of clips 
needed to stabilize the display plate on the frame plate. For 
instance, instead, of needing 2, 3, 4, or more clips to stabilize 
the display plate on the frame plate, the frame system can use 
1, 2, 3, 4, or more alignment members to stabilize the system. 
Indeed, where the display plate 15 comprises 2 alignment 
members 165 and 2 clips 115, the display plate can be 
securely aligned with the frame plate while a user can easily 
separate the two plates by pinching the two clips at the same 
time. 
I0084. Where the frame system 10 comprises one or more 
alignment members 165, the alignment members can have 
any suitable characteristic that allows them to stabilize the 
display plate's position with respect to the frame plate 20. In 
one non-limiting example, each alignment member com 
prises a pin, a peg, an L-shaped shaft, or any other Suitable 
shape. For instance, FIG. 5 illustrates a non-limiting embodi 
ment in which the alignment member 165 comprises an 
L-shaped shaft, or a shaft that fits in an L-shaped aperture 170 
in the frame plate 20 (as shown in FIG. 3D). In another 
non-limiting embodiment, FIG. 5 shows the alignment mem 
ber 165 also comprises a spacer 155. 
I0085. As previously mentioned, in some non-limiting 
embodiments, the frame system 10 optionally comprises an 
aligner 25. The aligner may have any suitable characteristic 
that allows a user to use the aligner to place a display medium 
on the display plate in a desired position. In one non-limiting 
example, the aligner has a flat inner Surface (on which the 
medium can be placed) and one or more raised sides, against 
which the medium can be aligned. In this example, the inner 
dimensions of the flat inner surface 168 are slightly larger 
than the perimeter 62 of the display plate 15 (as shown in FIG. 
2D). Accordingly, a display medium can be sandwiched 
between the aligner and the display plate. 
I0086. In one non-limiting illustration, FIG. 6A (and FIGS. 
6B and 6C) shows an embodiment in which the aligner 25 
comprises a transparent lens 170 with four raised sides 175. In 
this embodiment, the medium (not shown) can be placed on 
the lens inner surface 168 (shown in FIG. 6B) so that the side 
of the medium that is meant to be displayed faces out through 
the transparent lens 170. 
I0087. Where the display plate 15 comprises contact paper 
65, or some other Suitable securing mechanism (as previously 
discussed), the aligner 25 can be used as a jig to guide the 
display medium into proper alignment with the display plate. 
Once the display medium is secured to the display plate, the 
medium can be displayed on the frame system, with or with 
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out the aligner, according to the user's desires. For instance, 
where the aligner is used over the display plate (as a flat plate 
or as a shadow box), the aligner can protect the display media 
on or in the display plate. In contrast, in some cases, after the 
aligner is used to align media on the display plate, the aligner 
is removed from the display plate and the media is displayed 
without a protective cover. 
0088. As mentioned above and shown in FIGS. 1 Band2C, 
in some non-limiting embodiments, the frame system 10 
comprises a liner 30 that can be disposed between the display 
plate's second side 50 and the frame plate's front side 75. The 
liner can be used for any suitable purpose, including improv 
ing the aesthetics of the frame system. For instance, the frame 
system can comprise one or more liners having any Suitable 
desired color, texture, size, mattes, etc. to create a greater 
appearance of depth, a desired color Scheme, and/or a desired 
accent to the total presentation. In some presently preferred 
embodiments, the frame system comprises a single liner that 
has virtually any desired characteristic. 
I0089. While the liner 30 can have any suitable character 
istics, FIGS. 7A-7D show different views of one non-limiting 
embodiment in which the liner 30 has an outer perimeter 179 
that is larger than the display plate's outer perimeter 62 
(shown in FIG. 1A). In another non-limiting embodiment, the 
liner 30 has an inner perimeter 181 that is smaller than the 
display plate's outer perimeter 62. 
0090. In some non-limiting embodiments, the frame sys 
tem 10 also comprises a back cover 40. Although the back 
cover can serve a variety of purposes, in Some instances, the 
back cover connects to the frame plate's back side so as to 
cover the frame plate's back side and to allow the frame 
system to be freestanding or to be attached to a Supporting 
object. 
0091. The back cover 35 can have any suitable character 

istic. Indeed, in one non-limiting embodiment (which is not 
illustrated), the back cover comprises one or more holes, 
slots, grooves, hooks, loops, or other holders that are sized 
and shaped to catch a fastener (such as a nail, a screw, a hook, 
or any other Suitable fastener) that is extending from a Sup 
porting object (such as a wall). In some presently preferred 
embodiments, the holder comprises a conventional hole hav 
ing a plurality of diameters, wherein a first diameter of the 
hole is sized to allow a fastener's head to pass there through, 
and wherein a second diameter is sized to prevent the fasten 
er's head from passing through that portion of the hole. In still 
another non-limiting embodiment, FIGS. 3A and 3D show 
the frame plate 20 comprises a “V” shaped aperture 171 
having a half-rounded top. In Such an embodiment, the user 
hanging the frame system 10 can locate a fastener (such as a 
nail) and then allow the frame system to fall into place with 
respect to the fastener. 
0092. In some other non-limiting embodiments, FIGS. 
8A-8C show the back cover 35 comprises a proximal face 180 
that is sized and shaped to cover the frame plate's back side 
80, a lip 182 that is configured to extend proximally into the 
frame plate, one or more frame plate fasteners (e.g., process 
185) for connecting the back cover 35 to the frame plate 20, 
and/or one or more legs 40 for Supporting the frame system 
10. 

0093. Where the back cover 35 comprises one or more 
frame plate fasteners, the frame plate fasteners can comprise 
any suitable component that allows the back cover to be 
connected to the frame plate 20. Some non-limiting examples 
of suitable frame plate fasteners include one or more pro 
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cesses, clips, adhesives, mechanical fasteners (e.g., hook 
and-loop fasteners), frictional engagements, and/or any other 
Suitable component. In one non-limiting embodiment, how 
ever, FIG. 8A shows the frame plate fastener comprises at 
least one process 185 that extends proximally from the proxi 
mal surface 180 of the back cover 35, and which is sized and 
shaped to be received within a corresponding push-pin recep 
tacle 90 on the frame cover 90 (shown in FIG. 3C). In such 
embodiments, the frame plate fastener can be connected to 
the frame plate in any suitable manner, including, but not 
limited to, through the use of a frictional engagement that 
selectively receives and releases the frame plate fastener from 
the receptacle, an adhesive in the receptacle, and/or any other 
Suitable component that is capable of maintaining the process 
within the receptacle. In some preferred embodiments, how 
ever, FIG. 3C shows the process 185 is retained within the 
receptacle 90 through the use of an adhesive, such as a contact 
paper 65. 
0094. As mentioned, in some non-limiting embodiments, 
the back cover 35 comprises one or more legs 40. In such 
embodiments, the legs allow the frame system to Support 
itself on a flat object, Such as a table, a shelf, a cabinet, or any 
other structure suitable of allowing the frame system to stand 
thereon. 

0.095 Where the frame system comprises one or more 
legs, the legs can have any Suitable characteristic. In one 
non-limiting example, each leg can have any Suitable shape. 
In another non-limiting example, each leg can connect to a 
distal face 190 of the back cover in any suitable manner, 
including, without limitation, by being integrally formed with 
the back cover, by being Snapped into slots (not shown) in the 
back cover 35, by being chemically bonded to the back cover, 
and/or in any other Suitable manner. In some preferred 
embodiments, however, a single leg is integrally formed with 
and connected to the back cover 35, as illustrated in FIGS. 8A 
and 8B. 

0096. In addition to the previously mentioned components 
and characteristics, the frame system 10 can comprise any 
other Suitable component or characteristic. In one non-limit 
ing example, the frame system optionally comprises an addi 
tional border that can be used to further decorate and acces 
sorize the frame system for a desired application. While such 
a border can be disposed in any suitable location, FIG. 9A 
shows a non-limiting embodiment in which the additional 
border 195 is disposed around the outermost perimeter 110 of 
the frame plate 20. 
0097. Where the frame system 10 comprises an additional 
border 195, the border can be connected the frame system in 
any suitable manner. By way of non-limiting example, the 
additional border can connect to the frame plate through one 
or more frictional engagements, adhesives, and/or any other 
Suitable component. 
0098. Where the additional border 195 connects to the 
frame plate 20 through a frictional engagement, the border 
may be connected through the use of any Suitable frictional 
engagement. By way of illustration, FIG.9B shows that, in 
one non-limiting embodiment, the border 195 comprises a 
projection 200 that frictionally mates with a groove 205 in the 
frame plate 20. 
0099. In yet another non-limiting example of an additional 
component or characteristic, the frame system 10 is option 
ally adapted to be selectively connected to and disconnected 
from one or more additional frame systems to form a collage 
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of frame systems. In this manner, a plurality of frame systems 
can be displayed as one cohesive presentation. 
0100 Where multiple frame systems 10 are connected 
together, the frame systems can be connected to each other in 
any Suitable manner. Some examples of suitable mechanisms 
for connecting multiple frames systems together include, but 
are not limited to, the use of one or more adhesives, hook 
and-loop fasteners, frictional engagements, mechanical 
clamps, and the like. Indeed, in Some non-limiting embodi 
ments, multiple frame systems are connected together 
through the use of virtually any Suitable mechanical clamp 
that can releasably connect at least two frame systems 
together. By way of non-limiting illustration, FIG.9C illus 
trates an embodiment in which the mechanical clamp com 
prises a spring clip 210 that is capable of biasing components 
from 2 different frame systems together. Specifically, FIG.9C 
shows that where 2 frame systems (not shown) each comprise 
an additional border 195, the borders 195 are connected 
together through the use of a spring clip 210 that holds the 
borders 195 in frictional contact with each other. 
0101. In still another non-limiting example, the frame sys 
tem 10 comprises one or more separating bars. Generally, the 
bars may be used to split the display surface 55 of the display 
plate into a plurality of sections. In this manner, the display 
plate can be adapted to hold a plurality of media, of one or 
more sizes. Additionally, where the frame system comprises 
one or more bars, the bars can be used to create a montage on 
the display plate. Accordingly, the frame can be further be 
customized for specific media, applications, users, etc. For 
instance, the bars can be used to separate the display Surface 
into 2 frames, 3 frames, 4 frames, etc., that are configured for 
specific media. 
0102. Where the frame system comprises one or more 
bars, the bars can have any characteristic suitable for use with 
the frame system. By way of non-limiting example, the bars 
can be about the length of the display plate and/or the frame 
plate. Additionally, the bars and/or the frame may be adapted 
to be Snapped together and/or to one or more components of 
the frame system for fast and easy assembly. By way of 
non-limiting example, FIG. 10 illustrates a non-limiting 
embodiment in which the bar 215 comprises a plurality of 
indentations 220 that are sized and shaped to frictionally 
engage the separating bar 215 to the perimeter 62 of the 
display plate 20 (not shown in FIG. 10). 
0103) The described frame system 10 may be made of any 
Suitable material, including, but not limited to, a plastic, a 
wood, a metal, a ceramic, a polymer, a composite, and com 
binations thereof. However, in some preferred embodiments, 
the frame system is fabricated from a plastic or a polymer. 
0104. The frame system can also be made in any suitable 
manner Some examples of Suitable methods for forming the 
various components of the frame system include, but are not 
limited to, extruding, cutting, bending, molding, etching, 
bonding, fastening, joining, or otherwise shaping the various 
components. 
0105. The various components of the frame system can 
also have any desired color. Moreover, the various compo 
nents of the frame system can be interchanged with compo 
nents of various colors. In this manner, the frame systems 
color scheme can easily be customized and personalized by 
the user. 
0106 The frame system 10 may be virtually any desired 
size. Indeed, in some non-limiting embodiments, the frame 
system's length and/or width is selected from a measurement 
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that is greater than: about 2 centimeters (about 0.8 inches), 
about 5 centimeters (about 2 inches), or about 10 centimeters 
(about 4 inches). Similarly, in Some non-limiting embodi 
ments, the frame system's length and/or width is selected 
from a measurement that is less than: about 1.2 meters (about 
4 feet), 61 centimeters (about 2 feet), or about 30 centimeters 
(about 1 foot). 
0107 The various components of the frame system (e.g., 
the display surface 55 of the display plate 15, the outermost 
perimeter 110 of the frame plate 20, etc.) may also be any 
Suitable shape, including, but not limited to, square, rectan 
gular, circular, elliptical, polygonal, irregular, etc. In one 
non-limiting example, FIG. 1A shows the display surface 55 
of the display plate 15 and the outermost perimeter 110 of the 
frame plate 20 are each substantially rectangular. While FIG. 
1A illustrates an embodiment where the display surface 55 
and the outermost perimeter 110 of the frame plate 20 are both 
Substantially rectangular, the two need not be similar in 
shape. By way of non-limiting example, the outermost perim 
eter 110 of the frame plate 20 can be substantially square 
while the display surface 55 of the display plate 15 may be 
Substantially circular. 
0108. The described frame system may offer several ben 
efits and advantages. By way of non-limiting example, 
because the frame system is accessorizable, it can easily be 
configured and reconfigured multiple times. Moreover, the 
frame system can be personalized and customized for a vari 
ety of media, users, applications, etc. Additionally, because 
some components of the frame system can be selectively 
connected to and disconnected from each other through the 
use of one or more frictional engagements (e.g., clip 115) in 
Some cases, the frame system is able to be accessorized and 
configured without the use of tools. In fact, in some cases, the 
frame system requires no tools for assembly and/or mounting. 
However, in other cases, the frame system may simply require 
a level to level the frame system, or an adhesive to perma 
nently secure the components in place, if desired. 
0109 Thus, the present application discusses systems and 
methods for providing an accessorizable frame system hav 
ing a plurality of pieces that selectively connect to and dis 
connect from each other. Because certain pieces in the frame 
system can easily be connected to and disconnected from 
each other, the frame system is easily assembled, customized, 
and otherwise used to provide an aesthetically pleasing dis 
play. 
0110. The present invention may be embodied in other 
specific forms without departing from its spirit or essential 
characteristics. The described examples and embodiments 
are to be considered in all respects only as illustrative and not 
restrictive. The scope of the invention is, therefore, indicated 
by the appended claims rather than by the foregoing descrip 
tion. All changes that come within the meaning and range of 
equivalency of the claims are to be embraced within their 
Scope. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An accessorizable frame system comprising: 
a frame plate having a front side and a back side; 
a display plate having a first side and a second side, wherein 

a first perimeter of the display plate's first side is smaller 
than an outermost perimeter of the frame plate's front 
side; and 

an attachment extending between the frame plate's front 
side and the display plate's second side, wherein the 
attachment comprises a frictional engagement that 
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Selectively and releasably connects the display plate to 
the frame plate, and wherein the frame system comprises 
at least one of (i) a display plate grip and (ii) a frame plate 
tab. 


