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To all whom it may concers:

Be it known that I, ASENATH L. BUZZARD,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Lin-
ton, in the county of Greene and State of In-
diana, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Frames for Dining-Table
Covers; and I do declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, and to the letters of refer-
ence marked thereon,which form a part of this
specification.

My invention relates to a portable device
which is designed to be applied to dining-
tables temporarily whenitisdesired to spread
a cover over the dishes and food placed upon
the table; and it consists in an adjustable
supporting-frame adapted to be supported by
the table and whereon the cover may grace-
fully rest without being in contact with the
dishes; and it further consists in the parts
and combination and arrangement of parts,
as will hereinafter be more fully described
and claimed. i

My object is to provide a convenient ap-
pliance whereby a protecting-cover may be
supported over the dishes of food, so as to
prevent soiling of the cover through contact
with the dishes and cbviate the disadvan-
tages arising from the practice of spreading
a cover immediately over the contents of the
top of the table. This is fully attained in
my invention, which, furthermore, provides
means whereby a neatly-arranged table may
be maintained, and it is at the same time
cheaply made and durable and economical
in use.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 repre-
sents a perspective view of a table having my
device applied thereto and in position to re-
ceive a cover; Fig. 2, a top view of a sup-
porting-post; Fig. 8, a fragmentary detail of
a portion of a post and its clampin a vertical
central section; Fig. 4, a top view of the cen-
tral support, and Fig. 5 a detail fragmentary
view of a spreading arm. ,

Similar letters of reference designate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

In the drawings, A designates a table the
top of which as invariably constructed has

an overreaching edge ¢, affording a conven-
ient base, to which I attach suitable support-
ing-posts E in a convenient manner, so as to
be readily removed at will and preferably by
means of a spring-clamp G, formed integrally
or attached to a socket ¥, in which thelower
end of the post is secured by a screw 2 when
a wooden post is employed, as is usual; but
other fastening may be adopted when a me-
tallic post is used. The spring-clamp bends
down over the edge ¢ and extends under the

same and has a curved end b adapted to.

compensate for table-tops of various thick-
nesses. Theé upper end of each post is pro-
vided with a ring I, which may be swiveled
to the post, and the top is preferably finished
with a suitable ornament e, that shall not be
liable to offer an obstruction by catching the
threads of a cover drawn over it.

The central or main support comprises a
base B, adapted to rest at any portion of the
table-top, and suitable upright frame B’, ter:
minating in a top C, just below which is a
flange D, provided with eyes d, the whole be-
ing of a suitable ornamental design and may
be arranged to combine a caster or a recep-
tacle for fruit or flowers, as may be desired,
as this may be suitably adapted to remain
upon the table in further usefulness after the
cover and other parts are removed.

The spreading arms J, whereby the cover
may be intermediately supported, each have
a hook m at each end thereof adapted to en-
gage an eye d at one end and a ring I at the
other end and are adjustable lengthwise, the
most approved construction of which is that
shown in Fig. 5, in which rods J®slide in the
bore n of a tube J*at opposite ends and each
having at the outer end a hook m. Both
ends of the tube are tapering at the outside
and have screw-threads N and have a slit P,
so that the end may be compressed to bind
the rods J3. A cap L, having a central open-
ing w to admit the rod J3, is provided with
screw-threads U, cut in a tapering inferior
and adapted to engage the end of the tube
and compress it. The exterior of the cap is
preferably kaurled, or it may have suitable
finger projections.

The simplicity of this device permits of
ready application and removalin use, and its
utility and convenience will be apparent. In
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the details of construction it is subject to
minor variations within the scope of my in-
vention, as will be obvious.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what

5 1claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

The combination with a dining-table, of the
caster provided with a flange at the upper
portion thereof and having eyes tlierein, the

10 posts adapted to be attached to the edge of the
top of said table and having each a ring at

618,221

the top thereof, and the extensible arnis érni-
gaging said eyes and said rings whereby said
caster and said posts are detachably con-
nected, substantially as and for the purposes
shown and deseribed.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. .
, ASENATH L. BUZZARD:
‘Witnesses:
IFRANK SPELBRING,
ARABELLA SPELBHING.
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