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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
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Robert E. Herrick, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Application January 15, 1945, Serial No. 572,798 

1. 
This invention relates to a portable box for 

transporting a typewriting machine and the pri 
inary object of the invention is to provide an 
article of manufacture of this character that 
may be converted into a desk and seat for th typeWriter. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

combination article of this character which is 
convertible and in which all the essential ele 
mentS for Conversion are Self-contained so that 
by a simple series of operations the typewriter 
box may be easily changed into a desk and seat. 
A further object of the invention is to eliminate 

4. Claims. (CI. 312-208) 

0. 

the necessity of transporting accessory furniture. - 
with a typewriter so that under any conditions 
and at any time, the typewriter may be made 
ready for efficient operation. 

Still another object of the invention is to pro 
vide a typewriter storage and transporting box 
wherein a removable wall of the box can be con 
verted into a desktop for the typewriter and a 
foldable portion of another wall of the box forms 
a seat. - . . . . 

Still a further object of the invention is to pro 
vide a box of this type which when converted 
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into a desk and seat involves an arrangement 
wherein a maximum steadiness is obtained at a 
conservation of space and material. - 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a simple hold down for the typewriter adjustable 
to fit any make of standard upright typewriter 
and easily shiftable from the base of the box to 
the desktop or vice versa. 
Other and further objects of the invention will 

be apparent from a detail description thereof, 
wherein only a preferred form of embodiment of 
the invention is shown and described, reference 
being. had to the accompanying drawings, form 
ing a part hereof, in which: . . 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the box en 
tirely closed; 

Figure. 2 is a vertical section on the line 2-2 
of Figure. 1; - 

Figure 3 is a partial vertical section of the box taken at right angles to Figure 2; 
Figure 4 is a perspective view of the box par 

tially converted with the cover removed and the 
uprights and seat in position prior to placing the 
top on the uprights; 

Figure 5 is a side elevation of the converted 
box from the opposite side of Figure 4, showing 
the top in position and a typewriter mounted. 
thereon; 

Figure 6 is a top plan view of the converted box 
in use as a typewriter desk and Seat; 
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Figure 7 is a view in partial section of one of 

the fastening means for Securing an upright to 
the top; and 

Figure 8 is an end elevation. Of the same. 
The box shown in Fig. 1 is of a somewhat 

greater overall dimension than a standard up 
right typewriter machine. It may be formed of 
any desired material, preferably wood, and is so 
constructed to be strong enough to withstand 
extremely rough handling when a typewriter is 
positioned therein for tiransportation. The box 
is flat sided and for the purpose of describing 
the same is provided with a front end wall , a 
rear end wall 2, a base 3, and side walls 4 and 5. 
A renaovable cover 6 closes the box. The side . 
walls á and 5 are provided with reinforcing strips 
7 that extend slightly above the end and side 
walls and the cover 6 is adapted to rest upon the 
upper edges of said walls within the extensions. 

20 The side walls á and 5 are provided with handles 
8. The box may be internaily reinforced by rear 
corner posts 9 and short front corner posts ). 
This construction is merely a preferred form and 
may be varied provided a sufficiently sturdy con 
struction results. 
The cover 6 is externally reinforced by strips 
secured thereto by screw studs 2 which ex 

tend through the cover as shown at 3 (Figure6) 
for a purpose to be hereinafter more fully de 
Scribed. When the box is used for transporta 
tion, the cover may be secured in position by 
hinged hasps f4 and keepers fs secured reversely 
to the end walls 4 and 5, but this merely illus 
trates a preferred eabodiment of the invention 
and any other suitable securing means may be 
provided. As the cover 6 is adapted to function 
as a desktop for the typewriter when the box 
is converted, it is provided with a pair of folding 
wings 6 and it, hinged to opposite edges as 
shown at 8. When folded as shown in Fig. 2, 
they support the cover on the upper edges of the 
end and side walls of the box. The wing 6 is 
larger than the wing and has secured thereto 
a pigeon holed compartment 9. The wings are 
provided with suitable Spaced recesses 2 to re 
ceive the projecting ends 3 of the screws 2 
when the Wings are folded. 
The front wall when the box is in upright 

position is formed in two sections. The lower 
section 2 is rigidly secured to the adjacent side 
walls and base of the box and the upper section 
22 is hinged thereto as shown at 23 so that it 
may be swung or folded over the rigid section. 
It is secured in normal position by a stud 24 
carried by the Swinging portion 22 and a co 
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operating spring fastener 25 on the inner face of 
the side wall 4 as best shown in Figure 4. HoW 
ever, any desired releasable Securing means may 
be employed for this purpose. 
To support the cover 6 for use as a desktop for 

the typewriter when the box is converted, there 
is provided a plurality of uprights 26 best shown 
in Figure 4 having inclined edges adapted to fit 
in corresponding sockets 27 secured to the inner 
faces of the side walls 4 and 5. Three of these 
uprights are provided, two on the Wall 5 and 
one on the wall 4. Two of the uprights are 
parallel and inclined upwardly and outwardly 
from the box. The upper ends of the uprights are 
all in a single plane. When the removable cover 
6 is used as a desktop, it is reversed and rests on 
the uprights with the ends of the same fitting in 
corresponding notches 28 in the strips . 
To removably secure the cover in position for 

use as a desk top, each upright 25 is provided 
adjacent its upper end with a sliding and rotat 
able pin 29 having a handle 30 which carries the 
latch 3 adapted to engage behind a keeper ele 
ment 32 when the pin is pushed through the up 
right into a socket 33 formed in the notched por 
tion of the strip f and is rotated. This fastening 
means is clearly shown in Figures 7 and 8. Upon 
rotation of the handle 30 to disengage the latch 
from the keeper 32, the pin 29 may be withdrawn 
from the socket 33. 
To securely but releasably fasten the type 

writer to either the base 3 or inverted cover 6, 
there is provided a simple and efficient hold down. 
This hold down comprises a pair of angle bars 34 
having holes 35, adjacent each end. Secured to 
the base of the typewriter, by any Suitable imeans 
such as for instance by the Screws for the feet, 
are a pair of cross or transversely extending flat 
metal strips 36 having longitudinally extending 
slots 3 through which the fastening means pass. 
The position of the fastening means varies both 
longitudinally and transversely on different types 
of standard typewriters so the fact that the cross 
strips are free to be moved longitudinally either 
forward or backward with respect to the type 
writer base and that slots are provided through 
which the fastening means pass permits a range 
of adjustment so that the cross strips may be 
securely fastened to the base of any standard 
typewriter. The outei ends of the strips 36 are 
offset downwardly as at 38 to lie flat on the sup 
porting base. This elevates the main portion of 
the Strips on which the typewriter is secured so 
heads of any fastening elements projecting 
through the slots 37 are above the base. 
The angle bars 34 extend longitudinally of the 

typewriter and their flat sides overlie the offset 
extension 38 of the cross strips 36. The holes 35 
of the angle bars are in this flat side and are so 
arranged that the bars may be inserted over a 
plurality of permanently base attached screws. 
These Screws are numbered 3 and their arrange 
ment on the inverted cover 6 when the same is 
used as a desk top is clearly shown in Figure 6. 
An exactly similar arrangement of upwardly 
projecting screws 3 is provided on the base 3. 
The angle bars are clamped in position by wing 
nuts 39. 
For transporting or shipping a standard type 

Writer, the same is secured to the base 3 by the 
hold down means just described. The cover 6 is 
then Secured in position and the assembly as 
shown in Figure 1, affords a strong and sturdy 
box for the typewriter that permits it to be trans 

5 

O 

20 

25 

30 

40 

60 

70 

75 

4. 
ported, shipped or stored with no danger of 
injury to the typewriter. 
When it is desired to use the typewriter, the 

hasps are released and the cover 6 with attached 
wings 6 and 7 removed. The hinged section 22 
of the front wall is released and swung down. 
Upon removal of the wing nuts 39, the angle bars 
34 may be removed and the typewriter With the 
cross strips 36 attached thereto removed from 
the box. 
The box is then turned over on the rear Wall 2. 

The section 22 of the wall Swings down over the 
rigid section 2 as shown in Figures 4 and 5 and 
forms a seat. As the section 22 is approximately 
as large again as the Section 2, it will extend 
beyond the box and is of a size to form a suitable 
seat for the operator. The uprights 26 which 
are normally carried in the box are then posi 
tioned in the sockets 27 as clearly shown in Fig. 
4. If desired, the seat may be reinforced by 
metal strips 40. 
The cover 6 is then inverted and placed on the 

flat upper ends of the uprights 26. The ends of 
the uprights fit in corresponding notches 28 in 
the strips of the cover 6 which are then under 
the same. The pins 29 are pushed in the re 
cesses in the notches and upon rotation of the 
handle 30, the latch 3 engages behind the keeper 
32 to prevent withdrawal. This securely fastens 
the cover to the uprights and provides an ele 
wated desk top to receive the typewriter. The 
wings 6 and 7 are swung outwardly to increase 
the width of the top. The pigeon hole compart 
ment 9 is thus disposed below the wing f and 
surface of the table. 
The typewriter With the cross strips 36 at 

tached is then placed upon the top. The angle 
bars 34 are placed over the offset ends 38 of the 
strips and the projecting screws f3 passed 
through the holes 35. The wing nuts 39 are then 
applied to the projecting portions of the screws 
and the typewriter is securely held in position. 
When it is desired to reconvert, the operations 
just described are reversed. 

This invention is particularly designed for use 
by the military forces for field work. Under such 
conditions, it is often impractical to transport 
accessory furniture for comfortable and efficient 
operation of a typewriter. Haphazard structures 
are often resorted to which retards the efficiency 
of the operator. When used as a box, a standard 
typewriter may be safely and easily transported 
under abnormal conditions. By a very simple 
Series of Operations requiring no skill, the box 
may be converted into a compact and steady desk 
and seat and the necessity of accessory furniture 
eliminated. The structure of the box itself is 
mainly utilized for the conversion of the same 
and the only additional parts are three uprights 
Which may be easily stored in the box when not 
in use. 
When used as a desk, the assembly is so bal 

anced that the typewriter may be mounted on 
the top Without danger of tilting in spite of the 
fact the top projects from above one end of the 
box. As the seat also projects from the other 
end of the box, when an operator is seated at 
the desk the steadiness of the assembly is in 
creased. By eliminating one of the uprights ad 
jacent the seat, an operator has no trouble step 
ping into the desk to take his seat. The fact 
the open end of the box is in front of the seat 
increases the leg space and prevents the opera 
tOr being cramped. 

It is Within the scope of this invention to change 
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the specific mounting of such details as the up 
rights, wings of the cover, or fastening or mount 
ing means, as these merely are shown primarily 
for t purpose of illustrating an operative struc 
ture. 
The specific form of hold down shown is, how 

ever, an important feature. This hold down 
secures the typewriter on the base in such a man 
ner that utmost safety in transportation is pro 
vided. It also has the advantage of being easily 
shifted to secure the typewriter to the desktop. 
Outside of being a simple form of hold down, it 
also is so constructed that it has a universal ap 
plication to any standard type of upright type 
Writer. 

I claim: 
1. A combined typewriter carrying case, desk 

and seat comprising a flat sided box including 
front, back, side and bottom walls and a remov 
able top wall, said top wall including hinged ex 
tensions on the opposite edges thereof, said front 
wall comprising a fixed portion and a Swingable 
portion hingedly secured to said fixed portion and 
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adapted to be positioned thereover to form a seat 
when the case rests on the back wall thereof, 
opposed guide members secured to the side Walls 
of said case, supports removably mounted in Said 
guide members and extending upwardly above 
the plane of said seat, and means for removably 
mounting said top wall in reversed position upon 
the extremities of said supports whereby said top 
wall and said hinged extensions form a type 
Writer desk. 

25 
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2. A combined typewriter carrying case, desk 
and seat comprising a flat sided box including 
front, back, side and bottom Walls and a re 
movable top wall, a portion of Said front wall 
being adapted to be positioned over the remaining 
portion to form a seat when the case rests on the 
back wall, opposed guide members secured to the 
side walls of Said case, supports removably 
mounted in said guide members and extending 
upwardly above the plane of said seat, and means 
for removably mounting said top Wall upon the 
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extremities of said supports to provide a type 
writer desk. 

3. A combined typewriter carrying case, desk 
t 

6 
and seat comprising a flat sided box including 
front, back, side and bottom Walls and a remov 
able top wall, a portion of said front wall being 
adapted to be positioned over the remaining por 
tion to form a seat when the case rests on the 
back Wall, a plurality of supports removably 
mounted on said side walls and extending up 
wardly above the plane of said seat, and means 
for removably mounting said top wall upon the 
extremities of said supports to provide a type 
Writer desk. 

4. A combined typewriter carrying case, desk 
and Seat comprising a flat sided box including 
front, back, side and bottom walls and a remov 
able top Wall, said front wall comprising a fixed 
portion and a SWingable portion hingedly Secured 
to said fixed portion and adapted to be positioned 
thereover to form a Seat When the case rests 
on the back Wall thereof, a plurality of Supports 
removably mounted on said Side walls and ex 
tending upwardly above the plane of said Seat, 
and means for removably mounting said top wall 
upon the extremities of said supports to provide 
a typewriter desk. 

ROBERT E. HERRICK. 
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