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'UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

COMBINATION TYPEWRITER BOX, DESK,
AND SEAT

Roberi E. Herrick, Brooklyn, N. Y.
Application January 15, 1945, Serial No. 572,198
4 Claims. (CL 312—208)

1.

This invention relates to a portable Box for
transporting a typewriting machine and the vri-
mary object of the invention is to provide an
article of Manufacture of this character that
may be converted into & desk snd seat for the
typewriter,

Arother object of the invention is to provide a
combination article of this character which is
colwertible and in which. all the essentisl ele-
ments {0t conversion ars self-contained so that
by a simpls series of cperations the typewriter
box may be sasily changed into g desk and seat.

A further object ¢f the invention.is to eliminate

10

the necessity of transporting aecessory furniture-

with.a typewriter so that-under any conditions
and at any time, the typewriter may be made
ready for efficient operation.

Still another object of the invention is to pro-
vide & typewriter stérage and transporting box
wherein a.removable wall of the box can be con-
verted into & désk top for the typewriter. and a
foldable portion of another wall of the hox forms
a seat, ‘

Still a- further object of the invention is to pro-

vide a box of this type which when converted -
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Figure 7 is a view in partial section of one of
the fastening medns for securing an upright to
the top; and ) .

Figure 8 is an end elevation of the same,

The box shown in Fig. 1 is of a somewhat
greater overall dimension than g standard up-
right typewriter machine. It may be formed of
any desired material, preferably wood, and is so
constructed to be strong enough to withstand
extremely rough handiing when a typewriter is
positioned therein for transportation. The box

" is flat sided and for the burpose of describing
.the same is provided with a front end wall i,a

rear end wall 2, g base 3, and side walls 4 and 5.
A removable cover § closes the box, The side -
walls 4 and § are provided with reinforcing strips
T that extend slightly above the end and side
walls and the cover 6 is adapted o rest upon the
upper edges of said walls within the extensions.
The side walls 4 and § are provided with handles

" 8. The box may be internally reinforced by rear
- corner posts 9 and short front corner posts 10,

into a desk and seat involves an arrangement )

wherein a maximum steadiness is obtained at g
conservation of space and material,

A further object of the invention.-is to provide
a simple hold down for the typewriter adjustable
to fit any make of standard upright typewriter
and easily shiftable from the base of the box to
the desk top or vice versa. P )

Other and further objects of the invention will
be. apparent from a detail description theredf,
-wherein only a preferred form of. embodiment, of
the .invention is shown-and deseribed, reference
being had to the accompanying. drawings, form-
ing a part hereof, in which.: .

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the box en~
tirely closed; )

Figure 2 is a vertical section on the line 2—2

of Figure. 1: )
- Pigure 3 is a vartial vertical section. of the box
taken at right angles to Figure 2:

Figure 4 i5 a perspective view of the Box par-
tially converted with the cover removed and the
uprights srd seat in position prior to placing the
top on the uprights; ;
~ Plgure 5 is o side elevation of the converted

box from.the opposite side of Figure 4, showing’
the top in position and a typewriter mounted.

thereon;
_Figure 6 is a top plan view of the converted bhox
I use” as a typewriter desk’ and seat; :

This construction is merely a preferred form and

may be varied provided a sufficiently sturdy con-

struction. results. ‘ ‘
The cover § is externally reinforeed by strips

tt secured thereto by serew studs 12 which ex-
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tend through the cover as shown at 12 (Figure 8)
for a purpose to be hereinafter mors fully de-
scribed.. When the kox is used for transporta-
tion, the cover may be secured in position by
hinged hasps 14 and keepers {5 secured reversely
to the end walls & and 5, but this merely illiis-
trates & preférred embodiment of the irivention
and any other suitable securing mears may be
provided. As the cover 8 is adapted to function
as a desk top for the typewriter when the box
is converted, it is provided with a pair of folding
wings {6 and {7, hinged to opposite edges as
shown at #8. When folded as shown .in Fig. 2,
they support the cover on the upper edges of the
end and side walls of the box. The wing [§ is
larger than the wing 17 and hag secured thereto
& pigeon holed compartment 18, The wings' are
provided with suitable spaced recesses 28 to re-
ceive the projecting ends 13 of the screws 12
when the wings are folded.

The front wall { when the box is in upright
position is formed in two sections. - The lower
section 21 is rigidly securad to the adjacent side
walls and base of the box and the uvper section
22 is hinged thereto as shown at 23 so that it
may be swung or folded over the rigid section.
It is secured in. normal position by a stud 24
carried by the swinging portion 22 and a ¢o-
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operating spring fastener 25 on the inner face of
the side wall 4 as best shown in Figure 4. How-
ever, any desired releasable securing means may
be employed for this purpose.

To support the cover 6 for use as a desk top for
the typewriter when the box is converted, there
is provided a plurality of uprights 28 best shown
in Figure 4 having inclined edges adapted to fit
in corresponding sockets 21 secured to the inner
faces of the side walls 4 and 5. Three of these
uprights are provided, two on the wall 5 and
one on the wall 4. Two of the uprights are
parallel and inclined upwardly and outwardly
from the box. The upper ends of the uprights are
all in a single plane. When the removable cover
§ is used as a desk top, it is reversed and rests on
the uprights with the ends of the same fitting in
corresponding notches 28 in the strips (1.

To removably secure the cover in position for
use as a desk top, each upright 26 is provided
adjacent its upper end with a sliding and rotat-
able pin 29 having a handle 30 which carries the
latch 31 adapted to engage behind a keeper ele-
ment 32 when the pin is pushed through the up-
right into a socket 33 formed in the notched por-
tion of the strip {1 and is rotated. This fastening
means is clearly shown in Figures 7 and 8. Upon
rotation of the handle 30 to disengage the latch
from the keeper 32, the pin 29 may be withdrawn
from the socket 33.

To securely but releasably fasten the type-~
writer to either the base 3 or inverted cover 6,
there is provided a simple and efficient hold down.
This hold down comprises a pair of angle bars 34
having holes 35, adjacent each end. Secured to
the base of the typewriter, by any suitable means
such as for instance by the screws for the feet,
are a pair of cross or transversely extending flat
metal strips 38 having longitudinally extending
slots 37 through which the fastening means pass.
The position of the fastening means varies both
iongitudinally and transversely on different types
of standard typewriters so the fact that the cross
strips are free to be moved longitudinally either
forward or backward with respect to the type-
writer base and that slots are provided through
which the fastening means pass permits a range
of adjustment so that the cross strips may be
securely fastened to the base of any standard
typewriter, The outer ends of the strips 36 are
offset downwardly as at 38 to lie flat on the sup-
porting base. This elevates the main portion of
the strips on which the typewriter is secured so
heads of -any fastening elements projecting
through the slots 37 are above the base.

The angle bars 34 extend longitudinally of the
typewriter and their flat sides overlie the offset
extension 38 of the cross strips 36. The holes 35
of the angle bars are in this fiat side and are so
arranged that the bars may be inserted over a
plurality of permanently base attached screws.
These screws are numbered {3 and their arrange-
ment on the inverted cover § when the same is
used as a desk top is clearly shown in Figure 6.
An exactly similar arrangement of upwardly
projecting screws {3 is provided on the base 3.
The angle bars are clamped in position by wing
nuts 39.

For transporting or shipping a standard type-
writer, the same is secured to the base 3 by the
hold down means just described. The cover 6 is
then secured in position and the assembly as
shown in Figure 1, affords a strong and sturdy
box for the typewriter that permits it to be frans-
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ported, shipped or stored with no danger of
injury to the typewriter.

When it is desired to use the typewriter, the
hasps are released and the cover § with attached
wings 16 and 17 removed. The hinged section 22
of the front wall { is released and swung down.
Upon removal of the wing nuts 39, the angle bars
34 may be removed and the typewriter with the
cross strips 36 attached thereto removed from
the box.

The bhox is then turned over on the rear wall 2.
The gection 22 of the wall | swings down over the
rigid section 21 as shown in Figures 4 and 5 and
forms a seat. As the section 22 is approximately
as large again as the section 21, it will extend
peyond the box and is of a size to form a suitable
seat for the operator. The uprights 26 which’
are normally carried in the box are then posi-
tioned in the sockets 27 as clearly shown in Fig.
4. If desired, the seat may be reinforced by
metal strips 40.

The cover 6 is then inverted and placed on the
flat upper ends of the uprights 26. The ends of
the uprights fit in corresponding notches 28 in
the strips 1| of the cover 6 which are then under
the same. The pins 29 are pushed in the re-
cesses in the notches and upon rotation of the
handle 30, the latch 31 engages behind the keeper
32 to prevent withdrawal. This securely fastens
the cover to the uprights and provides an ele-
vated desk top to receive the typewriter. The
wings 16 and 17 are swung outwardly to increase
the width of the top. The pigeon hole compart-
ment 19 is thus disposed below the wing 16 and

“surface of the table.

The typewriter with the cross strips 36 at-
tached is then placed upon the top. The angle
pars 34 are placed over the offset ends 38 of the
strips and the projecting screws {3 passed
through the holes 35. The wing nuts 39 are then
applied to the projecting portions of the screws
and the typewriter is securely held in position.
When it is desired to reconvert, the operations
just described are reversed.

This invention is particularly designed for use
by the military forces for field work. Under such
conditions, it is often impractical to transport
accessory furniture for comfortable and efficient
operation of a typewriter. Haphazard structures
are often resorted to which retards the efficiency
of the operator. When used as a box, a standard
typewriter may be safely and easily transported
under abnormal conditions. By a very simple
series of operations requiring no skill, the box
may be converted into a compact and steady desk
and seat and the necessity of accessory furniture
eliminated. The structure of the box itself is’
mainly utilized for the conversion of the same
and the only additional parts are three uprights
which may be easily stored in the box when not
in use.

When used as a desk, the assembly is so bal-
anced that the typewriter may be mounted on
the top without danger of tilting in spite of the
fact the top projects from above one end of the
box. As the seat also projects from the other
end of the box, when an operator is seated at
the desk the steadiness of the assembly is in-
creased. By eliminating one of the uprights ad-
jacent the seat, an operator has no trouble step-
ping into the desk to take his seat. The fact
the open end of the box is in front of the seat
increases the leg space and prevents the opera-
tor being cramped.

It is within the scope of this invention to change
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the spécific mounting of such details as the up-
rights, wings of theé cover, or fastening or mount-
ing means, as these merely are shown primarily
for t}ie purpose of illustrating an operative struc-
ture.” - .

The specific form of hold down shown is, how-

ever, an important feature. This hold down
secures the typewriter on the base in such a man-
ner that utmest safety in transportation is pro-
vided. It also has the advantage of being easily
shifted to secure the typéwriter to the desk top.
Outside of being a simple form of hold down, it
also is so constructed that it has a universal ap-
plication to any standard type of upright type-
writer. .
" Iclaim:

1. A combined typewriter carrying case, desk

and seat comprising a flat sided box including -

front, back, side and bottom walls and a. remov-
able top wall, said top wail including hinged ex-
tensions on the opposite edges thereof, said front
wall comprising a fixed portion and a swingable
portion hingedly secured to said fixed portion and
adapted to be positioned thereover to form a seat
when the case rests on the back wall thereof,
opposed guide members secured to the side walls

of said case, supports removably mounted in said -

guide members and. extending upwardly above
the plane of said seat, and means for removably
mounting said top wall in reversed position upon
the extremities of said supports whereby said top
wall and said hinged extensions. form a type-
writer desk.

2. A combined typewriter carrying case, desk
and seat comprising a flat sided box including
front; back, side and bottom walls and a Tre-
movable top wall, a portion of said front wall
being adapted to be positioned over the remaining
portion to.form a seat when the case rests on the
back wall, opposed guide members secured: to the
side walls of said case,  supports removably
mounted . in said guide members and extending
upwardly above the plane of said seat, and means
“for removably mounting said top wail upon the
extremities of said supports to provide a type-
writer desk.

3. A combined typewriter carrying case, desk

@
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and seat comprising a flat sided box including
front, back, side and bottom walls and a remov-
able top wall, a portion of said front wall being
adapted to be positioned over the remaining por-
tion to form a seat when the case rests on the
back ~wall, a plurality of supports removably
mounted on said side walls and extending up-
wardly above the plane of said seat, and means
for removably mounting said top wall upon the
extremities of said supports to provide a type-
writer desk.

4. A combined typewriter carrying case, desk
and seat comprising a flat sided box including
front, back, side and bottom walls and a remov-

dble top wall, said front wall comprising a fixed

portion and a swingable portion hingedly secured

. to said fixed portion and adapted to be positioned

" therecover to form a seat when the case rests
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on the back wall thereof, a plurality of supports
removably mounted on said side walls and ex-
tending upwardly above the plane of said seaft,
and means for removably mounting said top wall

. upon the extremities of said supports to provide
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a typewriter desk.
ROBERT E. HERRICK.
REFERENCES CITED

The following references are of record in the
file of this patent:

UNITED STATES PATENTS

Number Name Date
146,390 Harrison oo Jan. 13, 1874
719,298 BeIrry e Jan. 27, 1903
824,434 O'Keefe oo June 26, 1906
960,524 ElKin ool June 7, 1910
1,121,422 Tydings —ceecmmcceee Dec. 16, 1914
1,382,393 Smith —-wo-—lo.-. June 21, 1921
1,656,640 Kurowski —__ . ___. Jan, 17, 1928
1,769,384 Nicoll i July 1, 1930
2,030,858 DOLSON e Feb. 18, 1936

FOREIGN PATENTS

Number Country Date
167,973 Switzerland .. Mar. 15, 1934
311,246 ItalY e Sept. 25, 1933
464,906 France cacae———————— Jan. 24, 1914




