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No. 886,028.

Application flled Maveh 12, 1808,

To all whom it may concern.

Be it known that I, Harny M. LrrsE, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Washingtor, in the District of Columbia,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Desks, of which the following
1s & specification. '

My invention is an improvement in desks,
and particularly in the means for locking the
drawers of desks, and the invention consists
In certain novel constructions and combina-
tions of parts ss will be hereinafter de-
seribed and claimed. ,'

. In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front elava-
tion partly in section, and partly broken
away of & desk enibodying my invention.
Fig. 27is & vertical longitudinal section there-
of. Fig. 3is a front elevation on a reduced
scale of a desk showing the arrangement of
the lid lock, and of the locks on the opposite
sides thereof for the drawers. Fig. 415 a ver-
tical longitudinal section of & portion of the
desk with the locking bar in unlocked posi-
tion. Fig. 5is a front clevation partly in
section, with the locking bar unlocked. - F ig.
6 s o detail perspective view illusirating a
portion of one of the drawers, the locking bar

1n unlocked position, and one of the guides
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-for retaining the locking bar in proper rela-

tion to the drawers. Fig. 7 is a detail hori-
zontal seetion on about fine 7—7 of Fig. 4.
Fig. 8 is & face view of one of the drawers
locked with the bolt extended, the cover

" plate of the lock being removed. Fig.9iz 5

35

sectional view on about line 99 of Fig. &
Fig. 10 is a view similar to F 1g. 8 with the
bolt retracted. Wig. 11 is a detail perspec-

tive view of a portion of the locking rod em-

- ployed in the construction shown in Irigs. 12
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and i3. Fig. 12 is » front elevation partly
in section, and, Fig. 13 is a vertical longitudi-
nal section of & portion of the desk shown in
Fig. 12, Figs: 12 and 13 showing a somewhat
ditferent construction from that shown in the
other figures as will be more fully deseribed
hereinafter.

In carrying out my invention, the desk
may in genersl respects be of ordinary con-~
struction, and T have illustrated the inven-
tion 2s applied to & common type of desk hav-
ing & slatted cover A, and drawers B in ver-
tical tiers ou opposite sides of the center of
the desk’ The slatted cover is provided
midway between its ends with the usua! lock
C by which it may be locked as shown in Figs.
2 0 4, and-on the opposite sides of this nor-
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main unlocked or partly opened and the re-
maining drawer or drawers to be locked, and
in carrying out this feature of my invention
the studs F are movable relatively to the
arms B2, being provided at their upper ends
with heads F’ bearing above the arms 18
and said arms E? being provided with open-

ings through which said studs project, as ¥

best shown at the upper end of the rod I in
Fig. 1. By this construction the studs I are
movable with and independently of their
carriers E, E? so that 1f the parts be ar-

ranged, as shown in Fig. 4, with the slide rod

E in unlocked position any one or more of
the drawers B may be opened, in which
event their respective studs I would shide
along the upper edge B® of the drawer, and
the stide rod E'may then be depressed by
closing the cover A, or by manipulating the
lock I corresponding to said slide rod and
this operation will lock all of the drawers

" that are closed without interfering in any
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way -with, the drawers which are opened,
which Iatter may be manipulated as desired
until they are pushed into closed position In
which event their respective studs I will

_drop 'i’ﬂ/co't‘he sockets B’ and lock the drawer
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or drawers so closed.

The desk frame is provided with means for
preventing the turning of the slide rods I to
move their studs F out of alinement with the
sockets B’. ¥or this purpose I provide
guide plates G secured to the desk frame and

rovided with depending spaced apart lugs
 between which the arms E of the slide rod
operate as will be understood from Figs.1, 5,
and 6 of the drawings. The plates G also
form stops abutted by the heads F’ of the

_gtuds I when the slide -ods E are in their

uppermost position to limit the upward
movement of the slide rod.

In the operation of the described construc-
tion, it wiﬁ be noticed that the slide rods K
are normally pressed upward by their
springs B’ to unlocked position, and will

- immediately unlock the drawers B when the
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cover A is opened even slightly, such move-
ment moving the bolts D’ away from the
upper ends of the rods I so the latter may
rise under the influence of their springs .
If, however, it is desired to unlock the draw-
ers without raising the cover A as may some-
times be desirable, the kéy may beinsertedin
its proper lock D and turned to retract the
bolt D’ to the position shown in Fig. 10, in
which event the corresponding drawers will
be unlocked without requiring the cover A to
be lifted. '

The construction so far described is appli-

cable to desks having covers which may be |
-raised and lowered.

and For a flat top, as
shown in Figs. 12 and 13 1 provide theslide

896,028
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rod shown in Fig. 11 with an arm B4 near its

upper end projecting into the path of the

bolt 1Y of the lock D, the latter heing ar-

ranged inmmediately below the top ol the
desk aswill be understood from Figs. 12, and
i3, the construction being otherwise sub-
stantially as shown in Figs. 1 to 10 inclusive.

I claim— - o

1. The improvement in desks' herein de-
seribed, comprising a desk frame, a vertical
series of drawers slidable therein, a vertical
locking rod, a series of studs carried by said
rod and movable with the same, and also
having a limited movement independent of
the said rod whereby one or more of the
locking studs may engage with their respec-
tive drawers, and the other stud or studs
may be out of locking engagement with their
respective drawers, lateral arms carrying
said independently movable studs, guide

plates secured to the desk frame and having
depending lugs projecting. on opposite sides’

of the lateral arm$ whereby to retain the
locking bar in alinement, a coverfor the desk,
and a lock carried by the cover and having a
bolt projecting when in locked position fo
engage with and depress the sliding rod when
the cover is closed, all substantially as and
for the purposes set forth.

2. The combination with a vertigal series
of drawers, a slide rod; and devicey cgrried by
the slide rod for locking'the several drawers
and movable indepeuntteritly of the slide rod
whereby when the slide rod is adjusted to
lock one or more of the drawers, the locking
devices corresponding to other drawers may
be out of locked position lateral arms on the
slide rod and carrying the locking devices
and guide plates overlying the locking de-
vices and having lugs depending alongside
their respective lateral arms, substantially as
set forth. v
. 3. The combination in a desk of a vertical
series of drawers, a slide rod having means
for locking the drawers, a sliding cover, a
lock for securing said cover in closed posi-
tion, and a lock having a bolt which may pro-

ject to operate upon the slide rod when the,
desk cover is closed. '

4. The combination in a desk, of-a vertical
series of drawers, & movable cover, a slide rod

ha,vin% means for locking the drawers, a lock

carried by the cover and having a bolt which
may be projected to operate the slide rod,
said lock being arranged for operation from
the outer side of the cover whercby the lock
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may be aperated to project or retract the )

bolt without opening the cover. - :
HARRY M. LEESE,
Witnesses: :
. Soron C. XEMON,
Perry B. Turrix.



