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grooves (50) in which a surface sheet (10) and an absorbent (30) that extend
in the longitudinal direction (L) are compressed in the thickness direction
(T). Said compression grooves (50) have a pair of first longitudinal compres-
sion grooves (51) and a pair of second longitudinal compression grooves (52)
disposed on the outside of the first longitudinal compression grooves (51) in
the width direction (W). The absorbent (30) interposed between the pair of
second longitudinal compression grooves (52) has at least one constricted
section (55) wherein the interval between the pair of second longitudinal
compression grooves (52) narrows in the width direction (W). In either the
first longitudinal compression grooves (51) or the second longitudinal com-
pression grooves (52), high compression sections (56) and low compression
sections (57) are alternately disposed in the longitudinal direction (L) and the
other of the first longitudinal compression grooves (51) and the second lon-
gitudinal compression grooves (52) is configured from a high compression
section (56) alone.
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The Cited Reference 1 (JP 2012-120792 A (Daio Paper Corp.), 28 June 2012
(28.06.2012), paragraphs [0045], [0050]; fig. 1, 7) recites an absorbent
article wherein a first embossing (15) is formed only from an embossing
line and a second embossing (10) is formed from an embossing line and
embossing points. Claim 1 lacks novelty with respect to the Cited
Reference 1, and thus, does not have a special technical feature. Next,
a special technical feature as described hereinafter was found in Claim
2. Hence, theclaimsaregroupedintothe following four inventions having
respective special technical features as described hereinafter. It
should be noted that Claim 1, which does not have a special technical
feature, is grouped into Invention 1.

Invention 1, Claims 1 — 3: an absorbent article wherein, when a first
compression part comprises a high compression part and a low compression
part, the high compression part has a protrusion shape in the outer side
in the width direction.

Claim 1, which does not have a special technical feature, is grouped
into Invention 1.

Claim 3 is grouped into Invention 1 because it would be efficient to
carry out a search on Claim 3 together with Claim 1.

Invention 2, Claim 4: an absorbent article, wherein the width direction
length of the low compression part is shorter than the width direction
length of the high compression part.

Invention 3, Claim 5: an absorbent article, wherein, if one of one or
more constriction parts is located in the center in the lengthwise

direction and a first compression groove has a high compression part
and a low compression part, the low compression part is positioned in
the center in the lengthwise direction in the first compression groove.

Invention 4, Claims 6 —12: an absorbent article, whereina low compression
part included in a first compression groove and a high compression part
included in a second compression groove are positioned to be adjacent
in the width direction.
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