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To ail whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Davip G. WEBSTER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Ca-
pron, inthe county of Boone and State of T1li-
nois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in a Combined Rein Holder
and Guide; and I do declare the following to
be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will.enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

My invention has relation to combined rein
holders and guides, and the object is to pro-
vide a devicein place of the ordinary ring used
for this purpose and to prevent the twisting
of the reins and their falling underneath the
animal’s feet; and to this end the novelty con-
sists in the construction, combination, and
arrangement of the same, as will be herein-
after more fully described, and particularly
pointed out in the claims. :

In theaccompanying drawings the same let-
ters of reference indicate the same parts of
the invention. :

Figure 1 is a plan view of my improved rein
holder and guide. Tig. 2 is a similar view
showing the guide sprung open to receive the
rein, and Fig. 3 is a modification of the same.

A is a cylindrieal roller mounted on a screw-
shaft B so as to revolve freely between jaws
C C', the rear ends of which are secured to a
common pivot-screw c.

The serew-shaft B is provided with an en-
larged screw-threaded portion b under its
head &', and by means of which it is remov-
ably secured to the jaw C, its shaft extending
through and forming a journal for the roller
A and its extreme end resting in a guide-ori-
fice ¢’ in the opposite jaw ¢'.” The rear ends
of the jaws are formed with longitudinally-
projecting integral lugs D D, each of which
is provided with a transverse recess d, which
receives the opposite ends e ¢ of an approxi-
mately cireular spring E, the tension of which
is outward and which presses the jaws C C
together and holds the roller A in place be-
tween them, the jaws being prevented from
binding on the roller by the shaft B bottom-
ing in the guide-orifice .

The jaws are opened, as shown in Fig. 2, to
receive the rein, which is placed between the
roller and the pivot-point of the jaws, and a

circular spring E is connected by a strap or
loop to any convenient part of the harness
alongtheline of therein, orsaid spring may be
connected direct by a serew-eye to the haine,
as desired.

In the modification the spring E is bent in-
wardly to form a bridge at ¢, then outwardly
and forwardly to form the jaws C (', the shaft
B being mounted in the ends thereof and the
roller A secured upon the shaft between them.
Theendsa o' of the spring-jaws are bent back
upon themselves to form a stop for the end of
the shaft B, the end @ acting as a stop for the
head of the roller-shaft and the end o' as a
stop for the end of said shaft. This modifi-
cation is applied the same as in the first in-
stance and accomplishes the same purpose.

Although I have specifically described the
construction and relative arrangement of the
several elements of my invention, Idonot de-
siretobe confined to the same, assuch changes
or modifications may be made as clearly fall
within the scope of my invention without de-
parting from the spirit thereof.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new and useful, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent of the United States,
is—

1. A combined rein holder and guide, com-
prising the jaws C, C', the spring E connect-
ingsaid jaws, thescrew-shaft B, and the roller
A mounted on said shaft, substantially as and
for the purpose set forth. )

2. A rein-holder comprising the spring-
jaws, a shaft secured between said j aws, a ey-
lindrieal roller mounted on said shaft, and
means substantially as described for securing
the same to the harness, as and for the pur-
pose set forth.

3. A rein-holder comprising a spring-frame,
a shaft removably secured in said frame, a
roller mounted on said shaft to form a guide
for the rein, and means substantially as de-
seribed for securing the same to the harness,
as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in presence of two witnesses.

DAVID G. WEBSTER.

‘Witnesses:
M. L. HEap, ,
H. B. STRVENSON.
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