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(54) METHOD AND DEVICE FOR ESTIMATING A STEERING TORQUE

(57) Method for estimating a steering torque (28), in
particular for the lateral control of a vehicle (34), com-
prising the steps of detecting at least one signal on a
current vehicle state and/or current vehicle environment,
determining a desired steering angle (δ) by a steering
control unit (42) based on the at least one detected signal,
estimating a vehicle lateral force on the basis of a tire
dynamics model, including the determined steering angle

(δ) as an input factor, estimating a vehicle lateral force
on the basis of a lateral dynamics model, correcting the
lateral force value estimated by the tire dynamics model
on the basis of the lateral force value estimated by the
lateral dynamics model, estimating a self-aligning torque
(32) based on the corrected lateral force value, and es-
timating a steering torque (28) from the estimated
self-aligning torque (32).
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Description

[0001] The present invention refers to a method and a device for estimating a steering torque, in particular for the
lateral control of a vehicle.
[0002] Advanced Driver Assistant Systems (ADAS) and automated driving concepts, such as fully or semi-autonomous
driving systems, provide assistance to a driver in different driving situations or allow to stabilize and/or control a vehicle
in a longitudinal and/or lateral orientation.
[0003] As regards the lateral control of a vehicle, for example, Lane Keeping Assist Systems (LKAS) or auto pilots for
autonomous driving are known which may actively turn a steering wheel to make a vehicle move towards a desired
travel course by compensating the difference between a current heading direction, a detected road curvature, and a
lateral offset to the respective lane center. Steering control is the crucial part of keeping a vehicle moving on a desired
travel course. Accordingly, the lateral control of a vehicle requires determining a desired steering angle, which is appro-
priate for realising the desired travel course of the vehicle.
[0004] By determining merely a desired steering angle, the respective steering system may attempt to reach said
steering angle with a maximum possible steering torque. However, this steering torque may be higher than a permissible
or adequate limit for such steering torque, which may, for example, be defined at +/- 3 Nm for safety and/or comfort
reasons. Current Advanced Driver Assistant Systems (ADAS) and also autonomous driving systems - at least semi-
autonomous systems - may still require a driver’s hand on the steering wheel for overriding in case of an unexpected
driving situation. If the level of torque a driver has to apply instantaneously is high, in particular higher than 3 Nm, the
driving comfort and/or safety may be affected.
[0005] Furthermore, most of the steering systems such as electric power steering systems may only be provided with
torque as an input signal. Inputting merely a steering angle may therefore not be sufficient. Finally, the steering angle
as an input factor limits the handling properties of a vehicle. To reach the same desired steering angle, different torque
values may be necessary dependant on the respective driving conditions. The road surface, vehicle speed, and or the
tire properties and conditions may influence the required steering torque for realising a specific steering angle. At the
same time, if the desired steering angle is attempted to be reached with an inappropriate steering torque, the vehicle
may lose grip.
[0006] In view of the above, it has been an object of the present invention to provide a method for estimating a steering
torque with a high level of accuracy and only limited calculating effort. It has also been an object to provide a device for
estimating a steering torque.
[0007] With regard to the method, this objective has been solved by the features of new claim 1. A device for estimating
a steering torque is subject to claim 15. Further embodiments of the invention are referred to in the dependent claims.
[0008] A method for estimating a steering torque according to the present invention comprises the steps of detecting
at least one signal on a current vehicle state and/or current vehicle environment, determining a desired steering angle
by a steering control unit based on the at least one detected signal, estimating a vehicle lateral force on the basis of a
tire dynamics model, including the determined steering angle as an input factor, estimating a vehicle lateral force on the
basis of a lateral dynamics model, correcting the lateral force value estimated by the tire dynamics model on the basis
of the lateral force value estimated by the lateral dynamics model, estimating a self-aligning torque based on the corrected
lateral force value, and estimating a steering torque from the estimated self-aligning torque.
[0009] The estimated steering torque may be used for the lateral control of a vehicle or for driver assistance, such as
for providing a warning signal to a driver.
[0010] The step of detecting a signal on a current vehicle state and/or current vehicle environment may conducted by
a respective sensor or by a plurality of sensors. The current vehicle state, including a vehicle position, orientation, speed
and the respective rate of change may be detected by a GPS unit and/or an inertial measurement unit (IMU). The vehicle
environment, such as static or dynamic obstacles or lane markers, may be detected by a camera, radar, LIDAR and/or
ultrasonic sensor.
[0011] The detected signal or the plurality of detected signals may then be used for determining a desired steering
angle. This operation is particularly conducted by a steering control unit, and by applying an appropriate calculation
model. The desired steering angle may subsequently be used as an input factor for estimating a vehicle lateral force on
the basis of a tire dynamics model. Independently of the tire dynamics model, a vehicle lateral force is estimated on the
basis of a lateral dynamics model. The lateral force value estimated by the tire dynamics model is then corrected on the
basis of the lateral force value estimated by the lateral dynamics model. A self-aligning torque is estimated based on
the corrected lateral force value. Finally, a steering torque may be estimated from the estimated self-aligning torque.
[0012] In particular, the self-aligning torque may correspond to a counter torque for correcting a tire slip angle, whereas
the steering torque may correlate in a specific relationship to the required counter torque, allowing to estimate the steering
torque.
[0013] According to an embodiment of the present invention, the method further comprises the step of estimating a
tire slip angle, wherein the determined steering angle provides an input factor for said tire slip angle estimation and/or
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wherein the step of estimating the vehicle lateral force on the basis of the tire dynamics model includes the estimated
tire slip angle as an input factor. Thereby, the accuracy of the lateral force estimation on the basis of the tire dynamics
model may be improved.
[0014] The step of estimating the slip angle may be conducted on the basis of a slip angle model, which is, for example,
based on the equations: 

and 

where

αF represents the tire slip angle of the front axle,
αR represents the tire slip angle of the rear axle,
β represents the angle of the vehicle body relative to the travel direction,
δw represents the steering angle,
lF represents the distance between the vehicle center of gravity and the front axle,
lR represents the distance between the vehicle center of gravity and the rear axle,
ψ represents the yaw rate,
vx represents the vehicle longitudinal velocity, and
k represents a discrete time sequence.

[0015] Such calculation allows to accurately estimate the slip angle with only little computation effort. The values for
lF and lR may be substantially fix and known for the respective vehicle. Variations regarding the center of gravity due to
loading may be considered or neglected. The values for β, ψ, and vx may be measured by sensors online during driving.
The value for δw may be the desired steering angle previously determined.
[0016] According to a further embodiment, the tire dynamics model is a Pacejka model, for example, based on the
equations: 

and 

where

FyF represents the tire lateral force of the front axle,
FyR represents the tire lateral force of the rear axle,
αF represents the tire slip angle of the front axle,
αR represents the tire slip angle of the rear axle,
k represents a discrete time sequence, and
B, C, D and E represent fitting coefficients.

[0017] Such a Pacejka model provides a rather high level of accuracy with an acceptable amount of computation
effort, which is still possible to provide continuously during the driving of a vehicle. The values for αF and αR may be
determined via the slip angle estimation mentioned above. The values for B, C, D and E may be obtained offline for
respective road conditions, such as the properties of the road surface.
[0018] The values for B, C, D and E may in particular represent dry, wet or snow covered road surfaces, and also
different road surface materials such as concrete, asphalt or cobblestone.

·
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[0019] The method according to the present invention may further comprise the step of estimating a yaw acceleration,
wherein the step of estimating the vehicle lateral force on the basis of the lateral dynamics model may include the
estimated yaw acceleration as an input factor. Thereby, the accuracy of the lateral force estimation on the basis of the
lateral dynamics model may be improved.
[0020] The step of estimating the yaw acceleration may be conducted on the basis of a backward Euler method, for
example, based on the equation: 

where

ψ represents the yaw acceleration,
ψ represents the yaw rate, and
Ts represents a sampling period or resolution, and
k represents a discrete time sequence.

[0021] Based on the backward Euler method, in particular based on the equation above, the yaw acceleration may
be estimated accurately and with only little computation effort.
[0022] According to yet a further embodiment, the step of estimating the vehicle lateral force on the basis of a lateral
dynamics model is conducted independent from the desired steering angle determined by the steering control unit. In
this case, the desired steering angle is not required as an input factor for the lateral dynamics model, whereby computation
may be simplified accordingly conducted with reduced effort, while at the same time a sufficient level of accuracy may
be ensured.
[0023] The lateral dynamics model may be a single track model, for example, based on the equations: 

and 

where

M represents the vehicle mass,
ay represents the vehicle lateral acceleration,
FyF represents the tire lateral force of the front axle,
FyR represents the tire lateral force of the rear axle,
Iz represents the vehicle rotation moment of inertia,
ψ represents the yaw acceleration, and
k represents a discrete time sequence.

[0024] Such a single track model provides a high level of accuracy with only little computation effort. The values for
M and Iz may be substantially fix and known for the respective vehicle. Variations regarding the mass and/or the rotation
moment of inertia due to loading may be considered or neglected. The values for ay and ψ may be measured by sensors
online during driving.
[0025] According to yet a further embodiment, the step of correcting the lateral force value is conducted by an observer.
The observer may, for example, be a linear observer, such as a Luenberger-Observer. Also other types of observers
may be used, for example, non-linear observers. Using an observer for correcting the lateral force value is simple and
effective in achieving a higher degree of accuracy with only little computation effort.
[0026] Furthermore, the step of correcting the lateral force value may comprise the detection of an error value between
the lateral force value estimated by the tire dynamics model and the lateral force value estimated by the lateral dynamics
model, and the multiplication of the error value by an observer gain for receiving a correction value. The correction value
may then be taken as a basis for correcting the lateral force value estimated by the tire dynamics model in a subsequent
sampling time sequence. The multiplication of the error value with the observer gain may be conducted by an observer

¨
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mentioned above. The step of correcting the lateral force value estimated by the tire dynamics model may thus be
conducted in a particularly robust manner.
[0027] According to yet a further embodiment, the method may further comprise the step of estimating a pneumatic
trail, wherein the step of estimating the self-aligning torque may include the estimated pneumatic trail as an input factor.
The pneumatic trail may facilitate the estimation of the self-aligning torque, particularly, once the vehicle lateral force is
known or adequately estimated.
[0028] The step of estimating the pneumatic trail may conducted on the basis of a pneumatic trail model, which is, for
example, based on the equation: 

where

tp represents the pneumatic trail,
TSAT represents the self-aligning torque,
Fy represents the corrected lateral force, and
a represents the length of the contact surface between tire and road in a longitudinal orientation.

[0029] This equation above allows an effective calculation of the self-aligning torque. Once the vehicle lateral force is
known or adequately estimated, a sufficient estimation of the self-aligning torque may be conducted on the basis of the
factor a, which represents the length of the contact surface between tire and road in a longitudinal orientation. That is,
once the tire touches the road surface, a small area around the contact point between tire and vehicle, known as contact
patch, is established. The size of the area in question is the tire width multiplied with the patch length a. The value for
a, may be dependent on the tire characteristics, such as tire size or radial tire design, and current properties, such as
air pressure and driving situation. The value for a may be determined offline, in particular by empirical analysis and
testing, wherein variable factors for a, such as air pressure, may be considered or neglected.
[0030] The steering torque may be derived from the self-aligning torque on the basis of a steering model, which
represents a mechanical or electro-mechanical system between the tires and the steering wheel of a vehicle. The steering
model may comprise a first order system, for example, a first order lag system. Higher order systems are also applicable.
Thereby the modelling of a comparably complex electro-mechanical steering system may be facilitated, while at the
same time achieving sufficiently accurate results.
[0031] In the first order system, two free parameters may be present, namely the power steering ratio, which is typically
a fix value and simple to obtain, and the pole location of the steering system. Electric power steering dynamics can be
determined offline using a frequency response method or other methods like empirical data, or may, for example, also
be obtained from an OEM. A driver may perform a final adjustment to the first order system in view of the pole location,
in order to meet respective requirements, such as the steady state, response time, and/or improve the performance of
such system.
[0032] A further aspect of the present invention refers to a method for the lateral control of a vehicle, in particular for
a passenger car or a truck, comprising the steps of estimating of a steering torque according to the above description,
and applying the estimated steering torque to a steering column of said vehicle.
[0033] A yet further aspect of the present invention refers to a method for assisting a driver, in particular of a passenger
car or a truck, comprising the steps of estimating of a steering torque according to the above description, and outputting
a warning signal to the driver in case the estimated steering torque is above a permissible threshold value.
[0034] According to yet a further aspect of the present invention, a device for estimating a steering torque, in particular
for the lateral control of a vehicle, comprises a detecting means for detecting at least one signal on a current vehicle
state and/or current vehicle environment, a control unit for determining a desired steering angle based on the at least
one detected signal, an estimation unit for estimating a vehicle lateral force on the basis of a tire dynamics model,
including the determined steering angle as an input factor, an estimation unit for estimating a vehicle lateral force on the
basis of a lateral dynamics model, a correction unit for correcting the lateral force value estimated by the tire dynamics
model on the basis of the lateral force value estimated by the lateral dynamics model, an estimating unit for estimating
a self-aligning torque based on the corrected lateral force value, and an estimating unit for estimating a steering torque
from the estimated self-aligning torque.
[0035] A further aspect of the present invention refers to a steering system for a vehicle, in particular for a passenger
car or a truck, with a device according to the above specification.
[0036] A yet further aspect of the present invention refers to a vehicle, in particular for a passenger car or a truck, with
a device and/or a steering system according to the above specification.
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[0037] The details mentioned above with regard to the method likewise apply to the device, the steering system and/or
the vehicle according to the present invention.
[0038] The features and advantages of the various embodiments of the present invention will, in the following, be
described with reference to the figures.

Figure 1 shows a schematic illustration of a vehicle steering system;

Figure 2 shows a schematic block diagram for a vehicle lateral control;

Figure 3 shows a schematic block diagram for the estimation of a steering torque;

Figure 4 shows a schematic illustration of a contact patch between a vehicle tire and a road surface;

Figure 5 shows a schematic illustration of the relationship between the tire lateral force, pneumatic trail, and self-
aligning torque during cornering;

Figure 6a shows a schematic illustration of a vehicle steering system with an electro-mechanical system between
tires and steering wheel being highlighted;

Figure 6b shows a schematic illustration of a vehicle steering system with the electro-mechanical system between
tires and steering wheel being represented by a model;

Figure 7 shows a graph illustrating the relationship between the vehicle lateral force and the slip ration dependant
on the road conditions.

[0039] Fig. 1 shows a schematic illustration of a vehicle steering system 10. The vehicle steering system 10 comprises
a steering wheel 12 and road wheel 14, wherein the steering wheel 12 is coupled to the road wheels 14 via a steering
column 16 and an axle 18. The steering system 10 further includes an electric power steering (EPS) system 20 with an
electric steering motor 22 for providing electric steering assistance in response to a driver turning the steering wheel 12.
The vehicle steering system 10 may furthermore include an active front steering (AFS) system 24 with an electric motor
26 mounted to the steering column 16. The AFS system 24 may provide additional or corrective steering, for example,
during fully or semi-autonomous driving.
[0040] In Fig. 1 the steering torque applied to the steering wheel 12 is denoted with reference numeral 28. The steering
torque 28 may, for example, be provided by a driver and/or the AFS system 24. During cornering, a lateral force 30 may
be exerted onto the road wheels 14. This lateral force may cause a so called self-aligning torque 32.
[0041] As may further be comprehended from Fig. 1, the vehicle steering system 10 may also include an electronic
control unit ECU, which may provide system control for the EPS system 20 and/or the AFS system 24. The ECU may
particularly be configured for conducting a method for estimating a steering torque 28 in accordance with the present
invention. The ECU may, inter alia, receive signals from a steering angle sensor and/or a torque sensor not shown here.
The steering angle sensor and/or a torque sensor may be mounted to the steering column 16
[0042] Fig. 2 shows a schematic block diagram for a vehicle lateral control according to an embodiment of the present
invention. A vehicle is denoted with numeral 34, and may comprise a vehicle steering system 10, as depicted in Fig. 1
and referred to above. The vehicle 34 may also comprise a communication system such as CAN. The current state of
the vehicle 34, such as the position, speed, yaw rate and/or orientation, as well as their rates of changing, may be
detected with a detecting means 36. The detecting means may comprise a GPS unit and/or an inertial measurement
unit (IMU).
[0043] The current environment of the vehicle may be detected by detecting means 38 and 40. The detecting means
38 may comprise sensors such as, a camera and/or a Lidar sensor, which may provide information regarding static
and/or dynamics obstacles, lane markers and/or road curvature. The detecting means 38 may output a lateral offset,
for example, as a value or presented by polynomial coefficients of a polynomial equation. The polynomial equation may
be expressed by: 

where

y represents the lateral offset,
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x represents the longitudinal distance from the vehicle center, and
a0,a1,a2 and a3 represent coefficients.

[0044] The output of detecting means 36 may, for example, be inputted to the detecting means 38. Detecting means
40 may comprise a radar sensor
[0045] The output of the detecting means 36, 38 and 40 may be fed to a control unit 42 for determining a desired
steering angle. That is, lateral parameters, lateral offset form the lane center, orientation difference form the lane center,
their derivatives and vehicle dynamics parameter such as longitudinal and lateral velocity, yaw and yaw rate may be fed
to the control unit 42. The control unit 42 may comprise a Model Predictive Controller (MPC) or any other type of controller,
which is particularly configured to determine a desired steering angle δ at a respective time sequence, included current
and preview time sequences.
[0046] The steps for estimating of a steering torque 28 may be conducted by an estimating system 44, which may
include an estimation unit 46 for estimating a vehicle lateral force, an estimating unit 48 for estimating a pneumatic trail
value, an estimating unit 50 for estimating a self-aligning torque, and an estimating unit 52 for estimating a steering
torque from the estimated self-aligning torque.
[0047] Vehicle parameters are denoted with numeral 54, and may be fix or substantially fix values, for example,
including the vehicle mass or distances between the front and rear axle to the vehicle center of gravity.
[0048] The desired steering angle determined by control unit 42, the vehicle parameters 54 and the output of the
detecting means 36 are input to the estimation unit 46.
[0049] The functionality of the estimating unit 46 is described in greater detail with reference to Fig. 3. A slip angle
estimation unit 56 may receive input signals, such as vehicle parameters 54 and signals from the control unit 42 including
a desired steering angle. The slip angle estimation unit 56 may also receive vehicle state information from detecting
means 36, such as the vehicle longitudinal speed and yaw rate.
[0050] Subsequently, the tire slip angle of the front and rear axle may be estimated by the equations: 

and 

where

αF represents the tire slip angle of the front axle,
αR represents the tire slip angle of the rear axle,
β represents the angle of the vehicle body relative to the travel direction,
δw represents the steering angle,
lF represents the distance between the vehicle center of gravity and the front axle,
lR represents the distance between the vehicle center of gravity and the rear axle,
ψ represents the yaw rate, and
vx represents the vehicle longitudinal velocity, and
k represents a discrete time sequence.

[0051] The estimated tire slip angles of the front and rear axle may then be fed to estimating unit 58 for estimating a
vehicle lateral force on the basis of a tire dynamics model. The estimating unit 58 may, in particular, include a Pacejka
model, which may be expressed by the equations: 

and 

·
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where

FyF represents the tire lateral force of the front axle,
FyR represents the tire lateral force of the rear axle,
αF represents the tire slip angle of the front axle,
αR represents the tire slip angle of the rear axle,
k represents a discrete time sequence, and
B, C, D and E represent fitting coefficients.

[0052] The values for B, C, D and E may be obtained offline for any relevant road condition, such as the road surface,
dry, wet or snow covered road surfaces, or also different road surface materials such as concrete, asphalt or cobblestone.
The relationship between the vehicle lateral force and the slip ratio dependant on the road conditions, including different
road materials, is illustrated in Fig. 7. The coefficients B, C, D and E may be obtained from such data set, illustrating the
dependancy of the road conditions for the slip ratio.
[0053] In parallel, a yaw acceleration is estimated by estimation unit 60 by applying a backward Euler formula, which
may be expressed by the equation: 

where

ψ represents the yaw acceleration,
ψ represents the yaw rate, and
Ts represents a sampling period or resolution,
k represents a discrete time sequence.

[0054] The yaw rate as input factor for the estimation unit 60 may be derived from detecting means 36.
[0055] Furthermore, an estimation unit 62 estimates the lateral force of both front and rear axle on the basis the lateral
dynamics model. In particular, the lateral dynamics model applied by the estimation unit 62 may be a single track model,
in particular expressed by the equations: 

and 

where

M represents the vehicle mass,
ay represents the vehicle lateral acceleration,
FyF represents the tire lateral force of the front axle,
FyR represents the tire lateral force of the rear axle,
Iz represents the vehicle rotation moment of inertia,
ψ represents the yaw acceleration, and
k represents a discrete time sequence.

[0056] The yaw acceleration as an input factor may be derived from unit 60, whereas the lateral acceleration as input
factor may be derived from detection means 36, for example. Furthermore, also vehicle parameters 54 are provided as
input factors for the estimation unit 62.
[0057] An error determination unit 64 determines an error vector of the lateral forces between the lateral force value
estimated by the tire dynamics model of unit 58 on the one hand and the lateral dynamics model of unit 62 on the other
hand. An observer gain L is multiplied to the error vector and used as an input value or input vector for unit 62. That is,
the observer gain L multiplied by the error vector may provide a correction value or correction vector, respectively, which

^

^
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is used to correct the estimation of the vehicle lateral force by unit 58 in the next sampling time sequence.
[0058] The estimation unit 48 indicated in Fig. 2 is configured to estimate a pneumatic trail. The pneumatic trail is
illustrated in greater detail in Fig. 4. The left hand side of Fig. 4 illustrates a side view of a road wheel 14 rolling in direction
66. A contact point between the road wheel 14 and a road surface 68 is indicated with numeral 70. A detailed view of
the contact point 70 is shown on the right hand side of Fig. 4. A lateral force 30 as well as a contact patch 72, which is
present between the road wheel 14 and the road surface 68, is shown. The contact patch 72 may have a length a which
is denoted with numeral 74. The size of the contact patch 72 and therewith its length 74 is dependent on the tire
characteristics, and properties such as air pressure or tire size. It is possible to estimate a value of the pneumatic trail
76 when the tire slip angle is small.
[0059] The step of estimating the pneumatic trail may, in particular, be conducted on the basis of a pneumatic trail
model, which is, for example, based on the equation: 

where

tp represents the pneumatic trail,
TSAT represents the self-aligning torque,
Fy represents the corrected lateral force, and
a represents the length of the contact surface between tire and road in a longitudinal orientation of the tire.

[0060] The estimation unit 50 indicated in Fig. 2 is configured to estimate a self-aligning torque. The self-aligning
torque may be computed by the product of the corrected vehicle lateral force, estimated by estimation unit 46 and the
pneumatic trail, estimated by estimation unit 48. In particular, the following equation may be applied: 

where

Tsat represents the self-aligning torque,
Fy represents the corrected vehicle lateral force, and
tp represents the pneumatic trail.

[0061] The relationship between the vehicle lateral force, pneumatic trail, and self-aligning torque during cornering is
illustrated in Fig. 5. It may be comprehended that a lateral force 30 is present on the wheel, resulting in a counter lateral
force 31 as well as a self-aligning torque 32. A slip angle α is denoted with numeral 78. The direction, into which the
wheel points, is denoted with numeral 80, whereas the direction of motion is denoted with numeral 82. The center of
pressure is denoted with numeral 84 and the pressure distribution with numeral 86.
[0062] In order to control a vehicle while cornering, the torque 90 that a vehicle requires has to be at least sufficient
to correct the tire slip angle 78. In other words, the torque 90 has to be at least at the same level of the self-aligning
torque 32. Accordingly, the desired torque 28 at the steering wheel 12 may be estimated on the basis of the self-aligning
torque 32.
[0063] The estimation unit 52 indicated in Fig. 2 is configured to estimate a self-aligning torque on the basis of a
steering model. The steering model may represent a mechanical and/or electro-mechanical system between the tires
and the steering wheel of a vehicle. The mechanical or electro-mechanical system as a whole is denoted with numeral
92 in Fig. 6a. The steering model may comprise a first order system 94, which is shown in schematically Fig. 6a. The
first order system may be a first order lag system. Also a higher order system may be applied. In the first order system,
for example, two free parameters may be present, namely the power steering ratio, which is typically a fix value and
simple to obtain, and the pole location of the steering system. A driver may perform a final adjustment to the first order
system in view of the pole location, in order to meet respective requirements, such as the steady state, response time,
and/or improve the performance of such system. The system may be tuned by testing.
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Claims

1. Method for estimating a steering torque (28), in particular for the lateral control of a vehicle (34), comprising the
steps of:

- detecting at least one signal on a current vehicle state and/or current vehicle environment,
- determining a desired steering angle (δ) by a steering control unit (42) based on the at least one detected signal,
- estimating a vehicle lateral force on the basis of a tire dynamics model, including the determined steering
angle (δ) as an input factor,
- estimating a vehicle lateral force on the basis of a lateral dynamics model,
- correcting the lateral force value estimated by the tire dynamics model on the basis of the lateral force value
estimated by the lateral dynamics model,
- estimating a self-aligning torque (32) based on the corrected lateral force value, and
- estimating a steering torque (28) from the estimated self-aligning torque (32).

2. Method according to claim 1,
further comprising the step of estimating a tire slip angle (αF,αR), wherein the determined steering angle (δ) provides
an input factor for said tire slip angle estimation and/or wherein the step of estimating the vehicle lateral force on
the basis of the tire dynamics model includes the estimated tire slip angle (αF,αR) as an input factor.

3. Method according to claim 2,
wherein the step of estimating the slip angle (αF,αR) is conducted on the basis of a slip angle model, which is
preferably based on the equations: 

and 

where

αF represents the tire slip angle of the front axle,
αR represents the tire slip angle of the rear axle,
β represents the angle of the vehicle body relative to the travel direction,
δw represents the steering angle,
lF represents the distance between the vehicle center of gravity and the front axle,
lR represents the distance between the vehicle center of gravity and the rear axle,
ψ represents the yaw rate, and
vx represents the vehicle longitudinal velocity, and
k represents a discrete time sequence.

4. Method according to any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the tire dynamics model is a Pacejka model, preferably based on the equations: 

and 

where

·
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FyF represents the tire lateral force of the front axle,
FyR represents the tire lateral force of the rear axle,
αF represents the tire slip angle of the front axle,
αR represents the tire slip angle of the rear axle,
k represents a discrete time sequence, and
B, C, D and E represent fitting coefficients, preferably obtained offline.

5. Method according to any one of the preceding claims,
further comprising the step of estimating a yaw acceleration (ψ), wherein the step of estimating the vehicle lateral
force on the basis of the lateral dynamics model includes the estimated yaw acceleration (ψ) as an input factor.

6. Method according to claim 5,
wherein the step of estimating the yaw acceleration (ψ) is conducted on the basis of a backward Euler method,
preferably based on the equation: 

where

ψ represents the yaw acceleration,
ψ represents the yaw rate, and
Ts represents a sampling period or resolution,
k represents a discrete time sequence.

7. Method according to any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the step of estimating the vehicle lateral force on the basis of a lateral dynamics model is conducted
independent from the desired steering angle (δ) determined by the steering control unit (42).

8. Method according to any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the lateral dynamics model is a single track model, preferably based on the equations: 

and 

where

M represents the vehicle mass,
ay represents the vehicle lateral acceleration,
FyF represents the tire lateral force of the front axle,
FyR represents the tire lateral force of the rear axle,
Iz represents the vehicle rotation moment of inertia,
ψ represents the yaw acceleration, and
k represents a discrete time sequence.

9. Method according to any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the step of correcting the lateral force value is conducted by an observer, in particular by a linear observer.

10. Method according to any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the step of correcting the lateral force value comprises the detection of an error value between the lateral
force value estimated by the tire dynamics model and the lateral force value estimated by the lateral dynamics
model, and the multiplication of the error value by an observer gain (L) for receiving a correction value, wherein the
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correction value is taken as a basis for correcting the lateral force value estimated by the tire dynamics model in a
subsequent sampling time.

11. Method according to any one of the preceding claims,
further comprising the step of estimating a pneumatic trail (tp), wherein the step of estimating the self-aligning torque
(32) includes the estimated pneumatic trail (tp) as an input factor.

12. Method according to claim 11,
wherein the step of estimating the pneumatic trail (tp), is conducted on the basis of a pneumatic trail model, which
is preferably based on the equation: 

where

tp represents the pneumatic trail,
TSAT represents the self-aligning torque,
Fy represents the corrected lateral force, and
a represents the length of the contact surface between tire and road in a longitudinal orientation.

13. Method according to any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the steering torque (28) is derived from the self-aligning torque (32) on the basis of a steering model (94),
which represents a mechanical or electromechanical system (92) between the tires (14) and the steering wheel (12)
of a vehicle (34), and/or wherein the steering model comprises a first order lag system.

14. Method for the lateral control of a vehicle (34), in particular for a passenger car or a truck, comprising the steps of
estimating of a steering torque (28) according any one of the preceding claims, and applying the estimated steering
torque (28) to a steering column (18) of said vehicle (34).

15. Device for estimating a steering torque (28), in particular for the lateral control of a vehicle (34), comprising:

- a detecting means (36, 38, 40) for detecting at least one signal on a current vehicle state and/or current vehicle
environment,
- a control unit (42) for determining a desired steering angle (δ) based on the at least one detected signal,
- an estimation unit (58) for estimating a vehicle lateral force on the basis of a tire dynamics model, including
the determined steering angle (δ) as an input factor,
- an estimation unit (62) for estimating a vehicle lateral force on the basis of a lateral dynamics model,
- a correction unit for correcting the lateral force value estimated by the tire dynamics model on the basis of the
lateral force value estimated by the lateral dynamics model,
- an estimating unit (50) for estimating a self-aligning torque (32) based on the corrected lateral force value, and
- an estimating unit (52) for estimating a steering torque (28) from the estimated self-aligning torque (32).
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