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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALFRED B, GATES, of
‘Woreester, in the county of Worcester, and
in the State of Massachusetts, have invented
certain Improvements in Slate-Cleaners; and
I do hereby declare that the following is a
full, clear, and exact description thereof, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved device, and Fig. 2 is a vertical cen-
tral section of the same.

Letters of like name and kind refer to like
parts in each of the figures.

The design of my invention is to furnish a
simple, convenient, and inexpensive means
whereby children may remove pencil-marks
from slates; and to this end said invention con-
sists, a8 a new article of manufacture, in the
article constructed in the manner and for the
purpose herinafter specified.

In the annexed drawings, A represents a
cylindrical sheet-metal casing, which, prefer-
ably, has a diameter of about two and one-
half inches and a height of about two inches,
and is provided with a cylindrical central
chamber, ¢, which extends from the bottom to
the top of said casing, and at its upper end is
open.

The annular chamber ¢/, surrounding the

central chamber, a, is inclosed at its sides

and at each end, except that within the wall
which separates it from said central cham-
ber are a number of small openings, ¢, and
at its upper end is provided an opening, o,
that is closed when not in use by means of a
cork, a*, or other suitable stopper.

‘Within the central chamber, ¢, is placed a
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sponge, B, which closely fills the same and
projects from its open end, after which the
annular chamber ¢’ is fitlled Wlth water through
the opening ¢® and the stopper «' then in-
serted.

‘Water from the chamber « passes through
the openings «* into the sponge B, and is eon-
ducted by capillary attraction to the outer
portion of said sponge, which is rendered suf-
ficiently moist to enableit to be used for wash-
ing the surface of a slate to remove therefrom
pencil-marks.

In consequence of the smallness of the open-
ings between the water-chamber o and.the
chamber containing said sponge no more water
will pass into the latter than is necessary for
keeping its filling well moistened, and when
once filled with water will last for a week or
more, dependent upon the amountof use given
to the article.

Having thus fully set forth the merits of my
invention, what I claim is—

As a new article of manufacture, the here-
inbefore-described slate-cleaner, consisting of
the casing A, provided with the central cham-
ber, a, filled with sponge B, and the surround-
ing annular chamber o/, adapted for the re-
ception of water, and having communication
through opeunings «* with said sponge-cham-
ber, substantially as and for the purpose speci-
fied.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 16th day of
March, 1885.

ALFRED B. GATES.

Witnesses:

James E. DENNIS,
OssiAN T. CRAWFORD,
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