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(54)  Amusement  machine 

(57)  An  amusement  machine  comprises  a  substan- 
tially  horizontal  playfield  which  supports  a  plurality  of 
coins.  The  coins  on  the  playfield  are  periodically  dis- 
turbed,  whereby  some  coins  may  be  pushed  over  an 
edge  of  the  playfield.  A  user  of  the  machine  can  cause 
further  coins  to  be  added  to  those  on  the  playfield,  to 
increase  the  chance  of  coins  being  pushed  over  the 
edge.  A  use  detector  means  generates  a  signal  for  a 
predetermined  time  following  useofthe  machine.  Acoin 

chute  receives  coins  pushed  over  the  edge  of  the  play- 
field.  A  coin  director  means  receives  coins  from  the  coin 
chute  and  operates  in  alternative  open  and  closed 
modes.  A  coin  fall  detector  associated  with  the  coin 
chute  gives  a  signal  when  a  coin  is  received  by  the  coin 
chute.  Control  means  for  receive  signals  from  the  use 
detector  means  and  from  the  coin  fall  detector,  and  con- 
trol  switching  of  the  coin  director  means  between  its  al- 
ternative  modes  in  response  to  the  signals. 

TO  OTHER  SYSTEMS 
IF  PROVIDED 

COIN  IN  SENSOR 

CO 
<  
Is- 
^> 
^> 
Is- 
CO 
Is- 
o  
a .  
LU 

i  .  p-  —  1 
PENDULUM  SENSOR 

CONTROL  *  IMPACT  SENSOR 

TILT  FLAP COIN  FALL  DETECTOR 

F I G . 1  

Printed  by  Jouve,  75001  PARIS  (FR) 



EP  0  767  447  A3 

J )  European  Patent 
Office 

EUROPEAN  SEARCH  REPORT Application  Number 
EP  96  30  7083 

DOCUMENTS  CONSIDERED  TO  BE  RELEVANT 

Category 

D.A 

Citation  of  document  with  indication,  where  appropriate. ot  relevant  passages 
Relevant 
to  claim 

GB  2  250  368  A  (LEVY) 
*  page  3,  line  15  -  page  4,  line  26  * 
*  page  6.  last  paragraph  -  page  7.  line  11 
* 
*  page  8,  line  19  -  line  29;  figures  1-3  * 

1-3 

GB  2  272 
*  page  2, 
*  page  8, 

EP  0  432 
*  col  umn 
f  i  gure  1 

US  4  303 
*  col  umn 

NL  7  701 
*  page  3. 

383  A  (CROMPTON  LEISURE) 
,  l  ine  5  -  line  13  * 
,  last  paragraph;  figure  1  * 

996  A  (MAYGAY  MACHINES) 
3.  line  41  -  column  4.  line  6; 

1.2,4 

1.4 

248  A  (SHOEMAKER  ET  AL.  )  jl 
3.  line  23  -  line  50;  figures  1.3  j 

197  A  (VERSTRAETEN) 
1  ine  21  -  1  me  26;  figure  * 

he  present  search  report  has  Been  d-awn  up  for  ail  claims 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE APPLICATION  (lnt.CI.6) 
G07E17/32 

TECHNICAL  FIELDS 
SEARCHED  (lnt.CI.6) 

G07F 

Race  cf  seaTjh  j  âte  nl  completion  of  :h(/  soarcn  j  hxarroner 
THE  HAGUE  |  20  February  1998  Neville,  D 

CATEGORY  OF  CITED  DOCUMENTS  T  theory  cr  principle  underlying  the  invention E  .  ea.lier  patent  document  but  publishea  cn.  or X  particularly  'tste«:nt  if  taken  aione  after  the  ruing  date Y  particularly  relevant  it  combined  wttn  another  D  .  doc  j  men  z\*ed  :n  fne  apprcation document  of  the  sam?  category  L  document  cited  for  other  reasons A  1  technological  background C  non-wrtten  disclosure  5.  number  o?  tne  same  patent  famny.  corresponding F  intermediate  dc  current  document 

2 


	bibliography
	search report

