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The present invention relates to a novel arrangement
of precious stones and to the mounting therefor. More
particularly, it relates to the arrangement and setting of a
group of precious stones, such as diamonds, in a manner
which sets them off to best advantage, giving the appear-
ance of a single large stone. : .

Ordinarily, in order to present a large viewable surface
of a precious stone such as a diamond, it is necessary
to employ a large diamond which entails a considerable
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expense. Since several smaller diamonds cost less than .

a single diamond of the same total weight, attempts have
been made to group several of the smaller diamonds in
a manner which presents a larger viewable area. Because
of the conventional manner of mounting, however, the
lines of demarcation between adjacent stones are readily
visible and the surface of the composite diamond is
broken up by greater or lesser visible amounts of the
metal which holds the individual stones in place.

It is accordingly an object of the present invention to
provide an improved mounting for receiving a plurality
of precious stones and for holding said stones securely,
but in direct lateral contact with each other.

It is a further object of the present invention to pro-
vide an article of jewelry including a plurality of precious
stones held together in such a manner that the lines of
demarcation between the individual stones are not readily
discernible. ' ’ ) :

Another object of the invention is to provide an article
of jewelry, such as a ring, including a plurality of stones
held together by the spaced prongs of a seiting in such a
manner that a maximum surface area of all of the stones
is visible while all of the prongs, which are visible to a
minimum extent, do not break up the continuity of the
ornamental jeweled surface.

Still another object of the invention is to arrange and
securely hold together a plurality of precious stones in a
manner which presents an unimpaired, continuous jeweled
surface heretofore obtainable only with single stones of
considerably greater weight.

Yet another object of the present invention is to hold
a plurality of precious stones together in a secure mount-
ing in such manner that each individual stone is shown
to its best advantage and all of the stones, considered as
a group, are shown in a manner wherein an integrated
and overall effect of a single large stone of increased size
and brilliance is achieved.

These and other objects and advantages are realized
in accordance with the present invention, a preferred em-
bodiment of which will now be described more fully with
reference to the accompanying drawing, wherein:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a ring carrying a plu-
rality of precious stones in a setting according to the
present invention;

Fig. 2 is an exploded perspective view of a portion
of the ring of Fig. 1 with the setting and precious stones
shown separated from each other;

Fig. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary top plan view of a
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corner portion of the setting and precious stones of
Fig. 1; :

Fig. 4 is an enlarged sectional view in side elevation
of the setting without the stones, taken along line 4—4
of Fig. 2;

Fig. 5 is a sectional view similar to Fig. 4 with the
stones mounted in the setting;

Fig. 6 is a sectional view in elevation taken along the
line 6—6 of Fig. 1; and

Fig. 7 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view in -
clevation taken along the oblique line 7—7 of Fig. 3.

Referring now more particularly to Figs. 2 and 4, the
ring comprises a finger encircling or ring portion 11 which
may be ornamented in conventional manner either with
cut-out work, baguets, etc. A gem mounting designated
generally as 12 for holding precious stones is formed
integrally with or otherwise secured to the ring por-
tion 11,

The mounting 12 comprises a plurality, i.e., four in
the present embodiment, of mutually upwardly and out-
wardly divergent uprights 13 which, when viewed in
transverse section, define the corners of a rectangle. The
uprights 13 are connected to each other at their inner
or lower ends and to the ring portion 11 by lateral walls
14 in conventional manner. The top portions of the up-
rights 13 are joined to each other by four pairs i5, 16,
17 and 18 of spaced parallel bars. As seen in Fig. 4 the
tops of the bars of each set, e.g., 154, 155 and 17a, 17b

~ are flat'and define a plane which is inclined downwardly
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and outwardly with respect to the horizontal at an acute
angle «. At the four locations where the pairs of bars
15—18 meet the uprights 13 prong-forming elements 19
are provided, these elements extending somewhat above
the horizontal plane defined by the tops of the inner bars
154q, 16a, 17a, 18a. The inner portion of each element
19 is provided with a right-angled corner for receiving
a respective corner of the central or substantially rec-
tangular stone or baguet 20.

The. elongated substantially rod-shaped stones or side
baguets 21, 22, 23, 24 are cut in conventional mainner so
that they are provided with bevelled projecting end por-
tions by means of which they may be clamped. The
side baguets 21—24 are initially seated on the setting
shown in Figs. 2 and 4 so that they rest loosely on the
pairs of bars 15—18 of the mounting §2. When so
seated the edges of the central baguet 20 will directly
abut an edge of each of the peripheral baguets 21—24
so that, when viewed from the top only the five diamonds
will be visible, as seen in Fig. 1, together with the small
top end surfaces of the uprights 13.

A sharp tool is then dug into each prong-forming ele-
ment 12 and the material of the element is deformed twice
along mutually perpendicular lines to form crossed in-
dentations 25 as seen in Fig. 7. Fach of these mutually
perpendicular lines is substantially an extension of the
line defined by the abutting edges of the rectangular jewel
26 and one of the rod-shaped jewels 21 to 24. The ele-
ment 19 is thus transformed into a prong 26 which in-
cludes a portion 264 (Fig. 7) holding down a corner
of the central baguet 2¢ and two portions 265 holding
down respective bevelled ends of two side baguets such
as 23, 24 (Fig. 3). When all of the elements 19 have
been transformed into prongs 26 the mounting will have
the finished appearance shown in Fig. 1.

Because the inner edge of each baguet 21—24 is in
direct contact with an edge of baguet 20, the assembly
of five diamond baguets has the appearance of a single
diamond of larger size. The inclination « ensures the
required contact and avoids the need for any spacing
between the abutting edges of the baguets. Because of
this angular inclination, less care need be taken in ar-
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ranging the peripheral baguets since a slight overlap will
not be noticeable. Moreover, the inclination gives to the
assembly the appearance of a single large stone provided
with 2 plurality of square cut facets for refraction of light
and the depressed zones along the boundary between ad-
jacent baguets adds to this effect. In addition, the com-
paratively small distance between the bars of each pair
as opposed to the dimensions of the rectangle, ie., the
distance between opposite. inner bars, further gives to the
baguets the appearance of facets of a single large stome.
The fact:that it is actually a depressed zone cannot be
visnally detected except upon extremely. close examina-
tion.with a jeweler’s loupe.

By way of specific. illustration, an assembly of baguets
weighing 0.6 carat has the same external visual appear-
ance as. a.single diamond weighing about 1.0 carat.
Moreover, the cost of the smaller baguets is considerably
less than that of even an equal weight of a single diamond
so that there is an economy factor far in excess of 50%.

The mounting can be made of precious metals such
as platinum, gold, silver, or the like, but can also be made
of any other materials of sofficient strength to hold the
baguets securely. The number of uprights 13 will of
course depend upon the number of peripheral baguets to
be joined to the. central diamond. It is obvious that a
greater or lesser. number than four may be provided al-
though when more are provided it will be necessary to
employ a polygonal central baguet having more than
four principal rectilinear edges.

Due to the spacing of the bars of each set, the spacing
of the uprights, and the spacing between the bars and
the respective members 14, there is defined a window
for the lateral passage of light below each side baguet
21 to 24 so that the assembled diamonds or other stones
will exhibit 2 maximum amount of brilliance.

The baguets of course can be precious stones other
than diamonds, e.g., rubies, emeralds, sapphires, and the
like, and the cuts thereof and number of facets can be
vared. The angle « can also be varied within wide
limits and can even be 0°, as when it is desired that the
table of the peripheral baguets, ie., the plane of the top,
is to be flat and horizontal. While different stones could
be used within a single setting, it follows that the effect
of a single stone of increased size cannot be realized
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except when all stones are of the same material and sub-
stantially of the same color and quality.

Various changes and modifications can be made with-
out departing from the spirit and scope of the invention
as defined by the annexed claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A mounting for jewels comprising four uprights
substantially defining the corners of a rectangle, a pair
of spaced bars interconnecting each pair of adjacent up-
rights, a rectangular jewel partially receivable in the
opening formed by and resting upon the upper edges of
the innermost of said bars, four rod-shaped jewels each
partially received in each opening formed by each pair
of bars and the uprights interconnected by said pair of
bars, said rod-shaped jewels resting upon the upper edges
of their associated bars, and a prong-forming element
affixed to the upper end of each upright and extending
above the upper edges of said bars, ‘the inner longitudinal
edge of each of said rod-shaped jewels directly abutting
one of the peripheral edges of said rectangular jewel, said
prong-forming elements each being deformed along mu-
tually perpendicular lines to form prongs and grooves
which prongs overlie the adjacent corner portion of said
rectangular jewel and the adjacent smaller edge portions
of two of said rod-shaped jewels, each of said grooves
being in the top surface of said prong-forming element
and being' substantially an extension of the line defined
by the abutting edges of said rectangular jewel and one
of said rod-shaped jewels.

2. A device as defined in claim 1 wherein the upper
edge of the outer bar of each of said pairs of bars is
lower than the upper edge of the inner bar of the same
pair:
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