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So unding Plates for Musical in struments. 
i44, 148. Pat ented Oct. 28, 1873. 
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14.S.-Sounding-Plate for Musical instruments.- 
Allstler SolokNuur, l'ilutelphia, l'a. Alicitiul filed 
October 2, 18. 
The pieces or plates aro cut fron rolled bar-rol of the procr length, and the Pily resolved, tiret with graveland the 

99W dust, to renove the scait not the Outer skill of the plates. 
Olain.-A sounding-strip consisting of Wrought-iro treats in the nauner describe. 
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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 

A LIBERT SCHOENHUT, OF PHILADELIIIIA, PENNSYLVANI.A. 

MPROVEMENT IN SOUNDING PLATES FOR MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS. 

Specification forming part of Iletters Patent No. 144, 4S, dated October 28, 1873; application fiel 
October 2, 1873. 

To all chon it may conce') : 
Be it known that I, ALBERT SCIIoENIIT, 

of the city and county of Philadelphia, State 
of Pennsylvania, have invented an Improved 
Sounding-Strip for Musical Instruments, of 
which the following is a specification: 
My invention relates to that class of mu 

sical instruments in which the notes are pro 
duced by striking strips of metal supported 
by bands, as, for instance, in toy pianos; the 
object of my invention being the preparation 
of strips of wrought-iron in such a mater 
that the sound they elit oil being struck will 
le clear and distinct. 
The strips are of the form shown in else'. 

tive, Figure 1, and in Fig. 2, which is a cross 
section on the line 12, Fig. 1. 
After repeated experiments with different 

metals, I have found that strips cut from ol 
clinary rolled bars of wrought-iron are, when 
properly prepared, especially applicable to in 
struments of this class. When cut from the 
crude bar, the strips, on being struck, give out 
a dull sound, owing to the presence of mole 
or less scale, which always exists on newly 
rolled iron bars in the condition of minute lay 
ers, portions only of which are incorporated 
with the solid metal. This laminated culti 
tion of the surface of the strip must necessarily 
impair the sound. On the other hand, the 
skin of the metal should be preserved-that is, 
so much of the outer skin as remains after re 

moving the scale; this skin leing an essential 
part of and thoroughly incorporated with the 
metal of the strip, the integrity of which would 
be impaired on the removal of the skin ly 
grinding or otherwise. 

In order to produce the lesired sounding 
strips, I take a rolled bar of wrought-iron of 
the desired width altl thickness, and (lit, it 
into the proper lengths demanded by the chair 
acter of the note which they have to emit when 
struck. I then place a number of these strips 
and a mass of gravel in a cylinder, and revolve 
the latter until the scaly surface is removed 
and the clear skin of the metal exposed, after 
which, as a finishing process, I place the strips, 
with a mass of saw dist, in a vessel, and re 
Wolve the litten'. 

After the strips have lee subjected to this 
treatinent, altl lave locell ill) lied to the ill 
strument in the usual Inanner, they will, on 
being struck, give out clear, and distinct, and 
pleasing soullikls. 

I claim as liny invention 
A sounding-stli) consisting of Wrought-il'on 

treatedl in the mainer desclilled. 
In testimony whereof I have signed any 

lane to this specification in the presence of 
two subscriling witnesses. 

A LIBERT S( (.) EN IUT. 
Witnesses : 

WM. A. STEEL. 
HARRY SMITII. 


