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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Asranr V. A. FeireEx,
a citizen of the United States, and resident
of Danbury, in the county of Fairfield and
State of Connecticut, have invented a new
and Improved Retaining Ring for Recep-
tacle Closures, of which the following is a
full, clear, and exact description.

Thig invention relates to improvements in
receptacles, and has particular reference to
a retaining ring for the closure of a recep-
tacle. '

It is o well appreciated fact in connection
with shipping and storing vessels, that it
has been common to use a receptacle of this
nature in the form of a metallic drum, the
ends of which are closed by heads of wood,
or other suitable material.

Great difficulty, however, has been experi-
enced in securing these heads properly with
respect to the body of the receptacle to pro-
vide a tight joint, and even where an op-
erator has been successful in providing a
joint of this nature, the head has often-
times become subsequently displaced, Inci-
dent to the rough usage which it receives.

Thus my present invention aims to pro-
vide a cover retaining ring adapted to be uti-
lized in connection with a receptacle includ-

& ing a body portion and a separate hesd, and
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this ring 1s of such a nature that when used
in conjunction with a head it causes the for-
mation of a tight seal between the said head
and body in 21l instances.

A further object of this invention is that
of constructing a device of the character
stated which when once in applied position
will require a deliberate removal thereof to
effect any displacement with respect to the
head so that the possibility of accidentally
unseating the head, either partially or com-
pletely is obviated.

Among further objects of this invention
is that of constructing a retaining ring ca-
pable of being manufactured at a nominal
figure, and

Still further objects of this invention will
become apparent in the annexed specification
taken in connection with the drawings,
which latter illustrate one practical embodi-
ment of the same, and in which:

Figure 1 is a side view of a receptacle of
the type specified, having a head associated
therewith, which head is retained in applied
position by means of my improved type of
retaining ring, and
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Figure 2 is a plan view of the retaining
ring: and showing the same detached from
the receptacle.

It will be appreciated that my retaining
element is capable of association with any
desired type of receptacle, and closure, but
it will be seen that in the embodiment i1llus-
trated I have shown the same used in con-
nection with a metallic receptacle 5 having
inwardly extending flanges 6 adjacent its
ends, these flanges presenting inclined inner

side walls with which the heveled edges of

the covers 7 co-operate to close the recep-
tacle. In this connection it will be noted
that in the construction illustrated, each
cover 7 is preferably formed of wood. Kach
outer edge of the receptacle 5 may be in-
turned as at 8, my improved type of retain-
ing ring being introduced between the in-
turned portion and the outer face of the
cover 7.

It will be seen, reference being had to both
of the figures that the ring includes a U
shaped body portion 9 which is preferably
made of metal to impart a degree of resili-
ency thereto and which is preferably split
as at 10, it being noted that the said ring
hag its inner side wall inclined as at 11.
When the ring is in retaining position its
outer side wall is in contact with the inner
face of the receptacle 5 and its base portion
bears against the inner face of inturned
portion or flange 8 of the receptacle. By
applying the ring in this manner both of the
free edges of the same contact with the cover
7, and 1t will be obvious that an accidental
displacement of the ring will be precluded
by virtue of the fact that its edges, and par-
ticularly the edge of the inclined side wall
11 will bite into the cover T to a limited ex-
tent in the event that the ring tends to be-
come displaced thus counter-acting this
movement. It will also be apparent that by
reason of the inclined inner side wall of the
ring the same may more readily be sprung,
due to the resilient material of which the
ring is made, into its retaining position be-
tween the cover 7 and flange 8.

Also both of the side walls of the ring
bearing against the cover 7 will preclude any
danger of the said cover becoming unseated.
From the foregoing it will be appreciated
that all of the objects of this invention are
accomplished, it being readily understood
that numerous modifications of structure
might readily be resorted to without in the
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least departing from the scope of my claims;

which are:
1. A retaining ring for a receptacle
closure, mcludmtr 2 channeled body having

an intermediate portlon and stde walls join-

ing said body, the free longitudinal edges
of said side walls being spaced apart a dis-
tance at least equal to the width of said inter-

~mediate portion and being engageable with

the closure of said receptacle
2. A -retaining . ring for a I'eceptacle
closure, mcludmg a channeled body having

“an intermediate portion and side walls join-

ing said portion, the free longitudinal edges
of said side walls being spaced apart -a dis-

tance greater than the Wldth of said inter-

mediate poxtwn and being engageable with

“the closure of said recﬂptade

3. The combination with a receptacle hav-
ing an inturned flange ‘at one end, and a
closure for said end spaced from gzud in-
turned flange; of a substantially U shaped

‘retaining ring posmoned between said flange

and closure ‘md including an intermediate
portlon and side walls extendmd therefrom
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and arranged in dlveromo relation with re-
spect to each other, the free edges of said
side walls engaging the adjacent surface of
said closure.

4. The combination with a receptacle hav-
ing an inturned flange at one end, and a
closure for said end spaced “from said in-
turned flange; of a channeled retaining ring
including an intermediate portion and side
walls, the intermediate portion engaging
said flange and the free edges of sald “ide
walls engaging said closure.

5. The combmatlon with a receptacle hav-
ing an inturned flange at one end, and a
closure for said end spaced from said in-
turned flange; of a retaining ring including
an 1ntermechute portion and side walls, the
intermediate portion engaging said flange

and the free edges of said side walls engag-. .

ing said closure and being capable of move-

“ment relative to said intermediate portion,

one of said side walls being disposed in in-
clined relation with respect to said-closure.

ABRAM VAN AKEN FELTEN.
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