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(57) ABSTRACT

A new and distinct cultivar of Aeorium plant named
‘MOBamagnum’, characterized by its upright and compact
plant habit; moderately vigorous to vigorous growth habit;
freely basal branching habit; green and dark purple-colored
leaves; and good keeping quality and garden performance.
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Botanical designation: Aeonium arboreum.
Cultivar demonination: ‘MOBamagnum’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct Aeo-
nium plant, botanically known as Aeonium arboreum and
hereinafter referred to by the cultivar name ‘MOBamag-
num’.

The new Aeonium plant is a product of a planned breeding
program conducted by the Inventors in Tura Beach and
Picton, New South Wales, Australia. The objective of the
breeding program is to create new compact Aeorium plants
with good basal branching habit and short internodes.

The new Aeonium plant originated from a cross-pollina-
tion made by the Inventors in Tura Beach, New South Wales,
Australia in September, 2008, of a proprietary selection of
Aeonium arboreum identified as code number 272, not
patented, as the female, or seed parent with a proprietary
selection of Aeonium arboreum identified as code number
1678, not patented, as the male, or pollen, parent. The new
Aeonium plant was discovered and selected by the Inventors
as a single plant from within the progeny of the stated
cross-pollination in a controlled environment in Picton, New
South Wales, Australia in August, 2010.

Asexual reproduction of the new Aeonium plant by veg-
etative cuttings in Picton, New South Wales, Australia since
February, 2011 has shown that the unique features of this
new Aeonium plant are stable and reproduced true to type in
successive generations.
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Plants of the new 4eonium have not been observed under
all possible combinations of environmental conditions and
cultural practices. The phenotype may vary somewhat with
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variations in environmental conditions such as temperature
and light intensity, without, however, any variance in geno-
type.

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
are determined to be the unique characteristics of ‘MOBam-
agnum’. These characteristics in combination distinguish
‘MOBamagnum’ as a new and distinct Aeonium plant:

1. Upright and compact plant habit.

2. Moderately vigorous to vigorous growth habit.

3. Freely basal branching habit.

4. Green and dark purple-colored leaves.

5. Good keeping quality and garden performance.

Plants of the new Aeonium differ primarily from plants of
the female and male parent selections in plant habit as plants
of the new Aeorium are more compact than plants of the
female and male parent selections. Additionally, plants of
the new Aeonium have a freely basal branching habit
whereas plants of the female and male parent selections do
not have a freely basal branching habit.

Plants of the new Aeonium can be compared to plants of
the Aeonium arboreum ‘Velour’, not patented. In side-by-
side comparisons conducted in Picton, New South Wales,
Australia, plants of the new Aeonium differed primarily from
plants of ‘Velour’ in the following characteristics:

1. Plants of the new Aeonium were more compact than

plants of ‘Velour’.

2. Plants of the new Aeonium were more freely basal

branching than plants of “Velour’.

3. Leaves of plants of the new Aeonium were narrower

than leaves of plant of “Velour’.

4. Plants of the new Aeonium and ‘Velour’ differed in leaf

color as plants of “Velour’ had green-colored leaves
with red-colored margins.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The accompanying photographs illustrate the overall
appearance of the new Aeonium plant showing the colors as
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true as it is reasonably possible to obtain in colored repro-
ductions of this type. Colors in the photographs may differ
slightly from the color values cited in the detailed botanical
description which accurately describe the colors of the new
Aeonium plant.

The photograph on the first sheet is a side perspective
view of typical plants of ‘MOBamagnum’.

The photograph on the second sheet is a close-up view of
typical plants of ‘MOBamagnum’.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The aforementioned photographs and following observa-
tions and measurements describe plants grown during the
winter in 20-cm containers in an outdoor nursery under full
sunlight conditions in Picton, New South Wales, Australia
and under cultural practices typical of commercial Aeonium
plant production. During the production of the plants, day
temperatures ranged from 18° C. to 40° C. and night
temperatures ranged from -2° C. to 10° C. Plants were one
year old when the photographs and description were taken.
In the following description, color references are made to
The Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart, 2001 Edition,
except where general terms of ordinary dictionary signifi-
cance are used.

Botanical classification: Aeonium arboreum ‘MOBamag-
num’.
Parentage:

Female, or seed, parent.—Proprietary selection of Aeo-
nium arboreum identified as code number 272, not
patented.

Male, or pollen, parent—Proprietary selection of Aeo-
nium arboreum identified as code number 1678, not
patented.

Propagation:

Type.—By vegetative cuttings.

Time to initiate roots, summer.—About twelve days at
temperatures about 21° C.

Time to initiate roots, winter.—About three weeks at
temperatures about 25° C.

Time to produce a rooted young plant, summer.—
About four weeks at temperatures about 21° C.

Time to produce a rooted young plant, winter —About
two months at temperatures about 18° C.

Root description—Fine, fibrous; typically white in
color, actual color of the roots is dependent on
substrate composition, water quality, fertilizer type
and formulation, substrate temperature and physi-
ological age of roots.

Rooting habit—Freely branching; medium density to
dense.

10

35

50

Plant description:

Plant and growth habit—Upright and compact plant
habit; moderately vigorous to vigorous growth habit;
moderate to fast growth rate.

Plant height—About 45 cm.

Plant diameter or spread.—About 60 cm.

Branching habit—Freely basal branching habit with
numerous basal branches developing per plant.

Branch length—About 20 cm.

Branch diameter—About 1.25 cm.

Internode length.—About 5 mm.

Strength.—Strong.

Aspect—Semi-erect to horizontal.

Texture—Smooth, glabrous.

Luster—Semi-glossy; with development, matte.

Color, developing.—Close to 146D.

Color, fully developed—Close to 199B.

Leaf description:

Arrangement.—In basal rosettes.

Length—About 5 cm.

Width.—About 1.5 cm.

Shape.—Roughly spatulate.

Apex—Acuminate.

Base—Cuneate.

Margin—Ciliate.

Texture, upper and lower surfaces.—Smooth, glabrous.

Luster, upper surface—Matte to semi-glossy.

Luster, lower surface—Matte.

Venation pattern.—Parallel.

Color—Developing leaves, upper surface: Close to
146B; towards the margins, close to 59B. Develop-
ing leaves, lower surface: Close to 147B to 147C;
towards the margins, close to 59B. Fully expanded
leaves, upper surface: Close to NI187A. Fully
expanded leaves, lower surface: Close to N186C.
Venation, upper and lower surfaces: Similar to sur-
face coloration.

Flower description: Flower initiation and development has
not been observed on plants of the new Aeonium.

Disease & pest tolerance: Plants of the new Aeonium have
not been shown to be tolerant to Botrytis and Mildew
pathogens. Plants of the new Aeonium have not been
observed to tolerant to pests common to Aeonium plants.

Keeping quality: Good keeping quality; plants of the new
Aeonium are durable and to have good keeping quality for
about 45 days.

Garden performance: Plants of the new Aeorium have been
observed to have good garden performance and to tolerate
wind, rain, full sunlight and temperatures ranging from
about -2° C. to about 40° C.

It is claimed:
1. A new and distinct Aeorium plant named ‘MOBamag-
num’ as illustrated and described.
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