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To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM B. COULTER, 

of Waterbury, in the county of New Haven and 
State of Connecticut, have invented a new Im 
provement in Fastening Devices for Package 
Wrappers; and I do hereby declare the fol 
lowing, when taken in connection with accom 
danying drawings and the letters of refer 
ence marked thereon, to be a full, clear, and 
exact description of the same, and which said 
drawings constitute part of this specification, 
and represent, in 

Figure 1, a view in inside elevation of an 
Ordinary envelope provided with a fastening 
device constructed in accordance with my in 
Vention, the flap of the envelope being open; 
Fig. 2, a broken view showing the flap of the 
envelope closed, and the fastening device in 
use for holding the same in that position; Fig. 
3, a view in transverse section on the line 
a-b of Fig. 2; Fig. 4, a detached view of the 
device; Fig. 5, a view showing my improved 
fastener as adapted to reversible wrappers; 
Fig. 6, a similar view showing the wrapper 
reversed or turned inside out, 
My invention relates to an improvement in 

fastening devices for package-wrappers, such 
as envelopes, document-boxes, &c., the object 
being to produce a simple, cheap, effective 
and convenient device. 
With these ends in view, my invention con 

sists in a package-Wrapper having a sheet 
metal fastening device, as will be hereinafter 
described and pointed out in the claims. 
As herein shown, I have applied my im 

proved device to an envelope, although, as 
aforesaid, it is not limited to that use. 
shown in Figs. 1, 2, 3 and 4 of the drawings, 
it consists of a long strip A of sheet-metal, 
ointed at its outer end, and having its inner 

end furnished with two oppositely projecting 
integral flexible fingers B B. The metal 
chosen for making the device is by prefer 
ence some soft metal, which may be repeat 
edly bent without breaking. 
- In applying the device it is passed through 
a horizontal slit C, located in the lower flap 
D, forming a part of the body of the envel 
ope, then upward through a corresponding, 
parallel, aligned upper slit C, located in the 
overlapping end-flaps D.' D', also forming 
parts of the body of the envelope, and then 
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of the envelope, the slits C, C' and C° being 
arranged in the same vertical line, and the 
slits C and C° being arranged with reference 
to each other, so that when the flap D is 
folded down into its closed position, they will 
exactly register with each other, whereby 
there will be no strain upon the slit C, which 
may, if desired, be reinforced by an addi 
tional piece of paper, not shown, applied to 
the inner face of the flap D°. 
D has been closed, the strip is folded down 
so that its end will lie between the flexible 
fingers B B, which are then folded over it, as 

through a slit C° formed in the upper flap D* 
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After the flap 

shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings, whereby the 
flap is secured in its closed position. If de 
sired the projecting end of the strip may then 
be bent up over and upon the folded fingers 
and additional security thus obtained. 
My improved fastening device will be ap 

plied in substantially the same manner to any 
other form of package-Wrapper to which it is 
applicable. M 

As shown in Figs. 5 and 6 of the drawings, 
the device is constructed for use in a reversia 
ble wrapper, and consists of a strip E, hav 
ing two pairs of oppositely projecting flexible 
fingers FF and G. G, the fingers of one pair 
being slightly separated from the fingers of 
the other pair. This device is applied so that 
the fingers of one pair will be located upon 
the outer face H of the package-wrapper H', 
as shown in Fig. 5 of the drawings, and the 
fingers of the other pair on the inner face H' 
of the said wrapper H', as shown in Fig. 6. 
Then when the wrapper is first used, the fin 
gers FF which are located on the outer face 
of the wrapper, will be bent over the end of 
the strip in the manner already described for 
the simpler form of the device, while, on the 
other hand, when the package is reversed for 
use inside out, the fingers G G which are then 
on the outside, will be used for fastening the 
end of the strip. By thus providing the de 
vice with an extra pair of fingers, it becomes 
adapted for use in a reversible wrapper. I 
would therefore have it understood that I do 
not limit myself to the exact construction 
herein shown and described, but hold myself 
at liberty to make Such changes and altera 
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tions as fairly fall within the spirit and scope 
of my invention, 
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FIaving fully described my invention, what I having its body constructed with two slitslo- 20 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters cated in line with each other, and having its 
Patent, is 

1. The combination with a package-wrapper 
having its body constructed with two slits lo 
cated in line with each other, and having its 
flap constructed with a slit arranged to reg 
ister with the upper slit in the said body; of 
a fastening device consisting of a long strip 
of flexible sheet-metal, provided at one end 
with two oppositely projecting integral flexi 
ble fingers, the said device being passed 
through the slits in the body so as to expose 
its fingers upon the outer face thereof, and 
through the slit in the flap, and then bent 
down between the fingers which are closed 
upon it to hold it in place, substantially as 
described. 

2. The combination with a package wrapper 

flap constructed with a slit arranged to reg 
ister, when the flap is closed, with the upper 
slit in the body; of a fastening device con 
sisting of a long strip of flexible sheet-metal 
provided at its inner end with two pairs of 
oppositely projecting flexible fingers, slightly 
separated from each other, and respectively 
located, in the application of the device, upon 
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opposite faces of the body of the wrapper, 30 
substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I have signed this 
specification in the presence of two subscrib 
ing witnesses. 

WILLIAM B. COULTER, 
Witnesses: 

EDWARD F. COLE, 
I. W. ADAMS. 


