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The main objects of this invention are: 

- First, to provide a structural unit by means 
of which lathing, pencil rods or the like may 
be effectively attached to beams, joists or 

5 studdings. -' 
Second, to provide a structural unit of this 

character which provides uniform space be 
tween the supported element and the edges of 
the beam or joist, thereby providing an insu 

10 lating space and a space in which pipes, con 
duits, electric cables and the like may be laid. 
Third, to provide a structural unit of this 

class which may be very quickly attached to 
beams, studding or like structural elements 15 of varying width. 
Objects pertaining to details and economies 

of my invention will definitely appear from 
the description to follow. The invention is 
defined in the claims. 

20 A structural unit embodying the features 
of my invention is clearly illustrated in the accompanying drawing, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of 
one of my improved structural units applied 

25 to an Ibeam. . 
Fig. 2 is a vertical section on a line corre 

sponding to line 2-2 of Fig. 1, a pencil rod 
being shown in supported relation. 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary perspective view of 
80 my improved structural unit. 

Fig. 4 is a detail view, partially in trans 
verse section online 4-4 of Fig. 3. 

Referring to the drawing, 1 represents a 
structural element or beam of I cross section. 

85 My improved structural unit comprises a lon 
gitudinal rod 2 which in practice is of sub 
stantial length and is formed of bendable ma 
terial such as heavy wire or rod. To this rod 
I secure in uniformly spaced relation the 40 transversely disposed hangers or support en 
gaging members 3 which are formed of wire 
and attached to the longitudinal rod prefer 
ably by means of welding as indicated at 4. 
These members 3 are provided with hooks 

45 5 at their outer ends, the hooks of alternate 

The hangers or supports 3 are of such length 

supports being disposed in oppositely faced 
relation so that they may be engaged with 
the opposite edges of a structural element 
such as the bottom flange of the I beam 1. 
that the longitudinal rod is Supported in so 
spaced relation to the element to which it is 
attached. - 

In attaching the longitudinal rod is bent 
to permit engagement of the hooks and the 
hooks are held yieldingly in engagement by 
the spring tension or action of this longitu 
dinal rod. 
The article to be supported, such as lath 

ing as conventionally shown at 6, Fig. 2, may 
be attached directly to the rods 2, or in the 
event spacing is such that it is desirable pen 
cil rods 7 may be added and the lathing Se 
cured to such rods as indicated. 
The lathing is thus supported in spaced 5 

relation to the beam or joists providing an air 
space and also space in which cables, pipes, 
conduits or the like may be laid. w 
I have not illustrated such an arrangement 

of pipes, cables, conduits or the like as the ad- to 
vantage of this arrangement will be readily 
understood and appreciated by those engaged 
in the installation of such parts. 
Having thus described my invention what I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is: . 

1. A structural unit comprising a laterally 
springable longitudinal lath Supporting rod, 
and a plurality of vertical hangers disposed 
transversely, thereof in spaced relation and 
fixedly secured at right angles thereto, and 
having horizontal outwardly offset hooks at 
their upper ends engageable with the flanges 
of a beam or like structural element directly 

3 

above their hangers, the hooks of alternate 83 hangers facing oppositely. - 
2. A structural unit comprising a flexible 

resilient longitudinal rod, and a plurality of 
vertical attaching members welded at right 
angles thereto in spaced relation and having 90 
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horizontal hooks at their upper ends in en 
gagement with opposite edges of a structural 
element directly above said rod, the hooks 
of adjacent members facing in opposite di 

is rections. 3. A structural unit comprising a hori 
Zontal supporting member, and a plurality of 
vertical attaching and supporting members 
disposed in spaced relation thereon and hav 

io ing horizontal laterally offset hooks at their 
upper ends engageable with opposite edges of 
a structural element directly above said sup 
porting members. - 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 

25 hand. - - DEWEY H. BITNEY. 


