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This invention relates generally to golf equipment, and 
more particularly concerns a novel and highly useful in 
dicator unit for combination with a golf putter in Such 
manner as to establish a line of sight in order that the 
player may more accurately direct the golf ball travel. 
The difficulties of putting a golf ball with precision 

and directional accuracy are well-known. Players will 
often, prior to putting, stand behind the ball in order to 
establish a line of sight with the hole in the green. They 
will then stand above the ball attempting to Swing or move 
the putter in a direction conforming as closely as possible 
to the previously established line of sight; however, a 
slight defection of the putter during the back Swing and 
from the true direction will result in misaligned travel of 
the ball relative to the hole, and very often it is difficult 
to avoid slight deviations in the putter back Swing, for one 
reason or another. 
The present invention contemplates a novel Solution to 

the aforementioned problem through the provision of a 
putting directional indicator unit providing a line of sight 
element which cooperates with the putter in such a way 
that the player may stand above the putter and still estab 
lish a line of sight which he otherwise would normally 
attempt to establish by first standing behind the ball. 
When the player is in putting position, the putter shank 
extends upright and the putting head extends generally or 
normally at the lower terminal of the shank. In one of 
its forms, the putting directional indicator unit has a 
rod-like line of sight element together with means for re 
movably attaching the unit to the putter so that the ele 
ment establishes a line of sight axis at the upper side of 
the head and extending substantially normal to a plane 
defined by the front putting face of the head. Such means 
includes an arm extending downwardly relative to the 
shank and near the head, the lower portion of the arm. 
carrying the rod-like directional element, and the upper 
terminal of the arm carrying a clamp attaching to the 
shank. The clamp includes a forked holder and magnetic 
means carried to be exposed at the inside of the holder for 
attaching magnetically about the putter steel shank as will 
be described. The element preferably, but not necessarily, 
is carried to pivot between an extended position to estab 
lish the line of sight, and a collapsed position alongside 
the arm, this construction having the advantage that the 
putter shank may then be inserted in the golf bag with 
out interference between the indicator element and other 
clubs. - 
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novel details of construction of the directional indicator 
devices to be described. In this regard, a further desira 
ble form of the invention includes a rod-like sighting ele 
ment together with means magnetically attaching to the 
rear side of the head in order to carry the sighting element 
above and over the head substantially normal to a plane 
defined by the putting face of the head. 
These and other objects and advantages of the inven 

tion, as well as the details of illustrative embodiments, 
will be more fully understood from the following detailed 
description of the drawing, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective showing of a putter with the 
directional indicator unit attached; 

FIG. 2 is an end view of the FIG. 1 putter head and 
indicator unit; 

FIG. 3 is an end view of a modified indicator unit at 
tached to a putter; 

FIG. 4 is a plan view of another modified directional 
indicator attaching to a putter shank; 

F.G. 5 is a perspective view of still another modified 
indicator unit; 

FIG. 6 is an enlarged end view of the FIG. 5 unit, with 
the unit shown in Section. 

Referring first to FIGS. 1 and 2, a golf putter is indi 
cated at 10 as including a shank iii, handle 12, and a 
putting head 3 at the lower terminal of the shank. A 
putting directional indicator unit is shown generally at 
4 as having a line of sight element taking the form of a 
rod is. The latter is carried by the lower portion of the 
means for removably attaching the unit 4 to the putter 
Shank A. Such means may include an arm 56 extending 
downwardly to a point over the putter head E3, and a 
camp 7 at the upper terminal of the arm for attaching 
to the putter shank. 

Typically, the clamp includes a forked holder 18 which 
may be mechanically attached or spring loaded to snap 
onto the shank. As an alternative, the holder 18 may 
carry magnets 19 with divergent faces exposed at the in 
side of the holder for attaching magnetically about the 
putter steel shank 31 as shown in FIG. 4. 
The rod is is held in position to establish a line of sight 

extending in a plane substantially normal to a plane 
defined by the putting face 20 of the head 3 as better 
Seen in FIG. 2. Accordingly, the rod points in the desired 
putting direction as shown by the arrow in 2 in FIG. 1, 
which may or may not extend directly toward the hole 
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In another highly desirable form the invention com 
templates the provision of a directional indicator element 
which includes a reflecting surface extending at an approx 
imately 45° angle with respect to the plane defined by the 
putting face of the head and horizontal. When the mirror 
or reflector is properly positioned the player upon looking 
downwardly into the mirror will be able to see forwardly 
from the head and thus will be able to align or establish 
a desired putting direction. For better observation, the 
invention contemplates the provision of an enclosure con 
taining the mirror surface and having a front opening 
for passing line of sight light and an upper opening for 
passing such light reflected by the mirror. A hair line 
on the mirror may be used to establish putting line direc 
tion. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention include 
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22 in the green, depending upon the slope of the green 
between the ball and the hole. In any event, the rod 
establishes a line of sight corresponding to the desired 
initial direction of travel of the ball as it is stroked. 

FIG. 2 also shows the ball 23 directly under the for 
ward portion of the rod i5, the latter having a rearward 
portion extending above the space directly to the rear 
of the head 13. In addition, the arm 6, is shown to be 
suitably attached as by a fastener 50 to the clamp 17. 

Referring to FIG. 3 the rod 24 therein shown extends 
directly above the ball 23 at the forward side of the 
head 13, and the rod also establishes a line of sight axis 
at the upper side of the head and extending substantially 
normal to a plane defined by the front putting face 20 
of the head. The means for removably attaching the 
unit to the putter includes a magnetic body 25 shown as 
being held by magnetic attraction to the rear side 26 of 
the head, the rod 24 having a bend 27 extending vertically 
downward to the magnetic body 25. 
FIG. 4 shows the arm 28 as supporting the direction 

rod 29 for pivoting between an extended position as 
shown in solid lines, and a collapsed position shown at 
30 in broken lines generally alongside the arm. 28. In 
addition, the arm 28 may itself be pivoting as shown at 
3E so as to be folded upward alongside the shank of 
the club when not in use. The pivot for the direction 
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rod 29 is generally shown at 32. Thus, the rod may 
be collapsed alongside the arm 28, and the arm may be 
collapsed alongside the shank 1A, whereby the putter 
nay be replaced into the golf bag without material inter 
ference with other clubs or the bag itself. This is a par 
ticular advantage where the clamp may hold the arm 
to the shank in such manner as to require considerable 
manipulation for removal therefrom. . 
FIGS. 5 and 6 show another form of the invention 

wherein the line of sight element generally indicated at 
33 includes a mirror surface 34 extending at such angu 
larity with respect to horizontal 36 and the plane defined 
by the putting face 20 of the head as to establish an 
upwardly reflected line of sight corresponding to the 
direction of initial travel of the ball when stroked by 
the putter. For example, the surface 34 may extend at 
an approximately 45° angle with respect to horizontal 
and said plane as shown in FIG. 6, whereby the line of 
sight 36 is reflected upwardly to the eye of the player along 
the vertical line indicated at 37. Thus, the player may 
stand above the ball, place his putter head behind the 
ball as shown, and look downwardly along the line 37 
in order to see forwardly along the line 36, which may 
or may not be directed to the hole in the green, depending 
upon the slope thereof as compensated for by the player. 
Having established the line of sight as desired, he may 
slowly move the putter head rearwardly in such relation 
as to keep the line of sight 36 in view by looking down 
wardly at the mirror surface 34, assuring that the putter 
is being swung or moved correctly. 

For purposes of better viewing, the mirror is contained 
with an enclosure 38 having a front opening 39 for 
passing line of sight light, and an upper opening 40 for 
passing line of sight light reflected upwardly by the mirror 
to the eye of the player. The mirror may have a direc 
tional line across its face to establish the putting line 
desired. In each of FIGS. 5 and 6, the means for re 
movably attaching the unit to the putter is shown to in 
clude an arm 41 supporting the enclosure 38 at the lower 
terminal of the arm, as well as a clamp device 42 for re 
movably attaching the unit 11 to the shank of the putter. 

I claim: 
1. For combination with a golf putter having an up 

right steel shank and a putting head at the lower terminal 
of the shank, a putting directional indicator unit having 
a rod-like line of sight element and means for removably 
attaching said unit to the putter so that said element 
establishes a line of sight axis at the upper side of the 
head and extending substantially normal to a plane de 
fined by the front putting face of the head, said means 
including a Y-forked holder having upright magnet por 
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tions carried to have divergent faces exposed at the inside 
of the fork legs and sized for attaching magnetically to 
and about different diameter steel putter shanks received 
between the fork legs, an arm carried by and projecting 
away from the Y-forked holder to carry said element 
spaced from the shank, and a pivot connecting said arm 
to said holder and having a generally horizontal axis to 
allow up and down swinging of the arm and element 
relative to said holder. 

2. The putting directional director unit as defined in 
claim including a pivot connecting said element to said 
arm to allow folding of the element alongside the arm. 

3. In combination with a golf putter having an upright 
steel shank and a putting head at the lower terminal of 
the shank, a putting directional indicator unit having a 
rod-like line of sight element and means for removably 
attaching said unit to the putter so that said element 
establishes a line of sight axis at the upper side of the 
head and extending substantially normal to a plane de 
fined by the front putting face of the head, said means 
including the Y-forked holder having upright magnet por 
tions carried to have divergent faces exposed at the inside 
of the fork legs and sized for attaching magnetically to 
and about different diameter steel putter shanks received 
between the fork legs, an arm carried by and projecting 
away from the Y-forked holder to carry said element 
spaced from the shank, and a pivot connecting said arm 
to said holder and having a generally horizontal axis to 
allow up and down Swinging of the arm and element 
relative to said holder. 
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