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Reissued June 28, 1927. o

UNITED STATE

s

Re. 16,665

PATENT OFFICE.

ERNEST A: ARNDT, OF SIOUX CITY, IOWA.

AUTOMOBILE TRUNK.

Originail No. 1,594,235, dated Jﬁly 27, 1926, Serial No. 51,621, filed August 21, 1825. Application for

reissue filed May 26, 1927,

My inhvention relates generally to what

are confmonly known as automobile tl:ul‘lkS
and bas' for its primary object to provide a

confhined trunk for traveling purposes, lug-

gage carrier for delivery purposes and spare

tir¢ carrier. .
More particularly - it 1s iny purpose to
arrange a spare tire carrier, in combination

with an automobile trunk, so that the spare

tire will not.in any way interfere with the
opening and closing of the trunk, the trunk
being as convenient of access as though
there were no tire present and conversely
so that the trunk may not interfere in any
way with the removal or replacement of
the spare tire. o

© A further object of my Invention is to
provide .a novel trunk and luggage carrier
construction, in which the movable -cover
member of the trunk is provided with sides
which overlap the fixed part of the trunk
when the cover is-closed and which serve
to retain parcels or the like when the cover
member is opened to serve the purpose of

5 a luggage -carrier, the end of the movable

" triink member or cover which is next to the
hinge being open and adjacent extremities of
the sides being provided with elements
adapted to engage coacting elements on the
fixed trunk member for limiting the move-

- ment of the cover to a horizontal position
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and for supporting the weight of the articles
carried thereby, siid coacting elements be-
ing disposed between the telescoping sides
of the respective cover and trunk member so
as to be practically hidden at all times.

Another object of my invention is to so
mount a tire carrier relative to the trunk
that a tire which is very much larger than
the area of the trunk may be carried there-
by and yet will not interfere with the hing-
ing action of the trunk cover. -

A further object is to provide such a com-
bined trunk, lnggage carrier and tire car-
rier which is simple and inexpensive in con-
struction, yet durable in operation,

With these and other objects in view, my
invention consists in the construction. ar-
rangement and combination of the various
paits of my device, whereby the objects con-

~templated are attained. as hereinafter more
fully set forth. pointed out in my claims,
and illustrated in the accompanyving draw-
ings. in which:

IMig. 1 is a side elevation of the rear por-

Serial No. 194,269.

tion of a vehicle to which my invention is

attached and shown in open position.
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal, central, sectional
view through the trink and chassis of the

“vehicle, the body thereof being shown in

elevation. , ,

Fig. 3 is a horizontaly transverse, sec-
tional view taken on the line 3—3 of Kig. 1.

Fig. 4 is an enlarged, ‘detail, sectional
view showing the coacting stop wembers,

T have used the reference character 10 to
indicate generally the body of a vehicle
having the longitudinal frame bars 11.
Such parts as the gas tank of the vehicle
and other membeis situated between these
frame bars have not been illustrated, al-
though it will be understood that ordinarily
the frame bars project rearwardly a con-
siderable  distance beyond such appurte-
nances. S
~The trunk of my invention comprises
generally a fixed trunk member A and a
movable trunk member or~cover B. The
fixed trunk member A includes the bottcm
wall 12, forward wall 13, the side walls 14,

and a top wall 15, which extends rearwardly.

a distance from the réarward wall 13, which
is considerably less than the width of the
bottom wall 12. It may now be noted that
the side walls 14 are cut away on diagonal
lines extending from the forward extremity
of the upper wall 15 to a point which is
substantially the same distance above the
lower rear corner of the walls 14,eas the
forward- corners are situated forwardly
thereof, that is, the length of the perpen-
dicular rear edges of the walls 14 is the same
as ‘the width of the bottom wall 12. These
perpendicular edges are provided with out-
wardly: turned channel flanges 16, shown ‘in
dutail*in Fig. 4, the flanges extending the

- entire length of their perpendicular edges.

The cover or movable trunk member B com-
prises the rear or bottom wall 17, the side
walls 18 and the outer wall 19, '

It will now be seen that the fixed trunk
member is open at its rear side and partially
open above and that the movable trunk
member or cover is entirely open both on one
side and one end. The open side and end of
the cover are adapted to receive the fixed
trunk member A, the sides 18 embracing the
trunk and being spaced closely adjacent
thereto. - The freé end edges of the sides 18
are provided with reversely turned flanges
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5 trunk member.
ing hasp devices 22 and 23 on the cover and

20, shown in Fig. 4, which normally slide in
substantial contact with the sides 14 of the
fixed trunk member and.which are hidden
between the sides 14 and the sides 18. In
the same way, it will be ceen that the chan-
nel members 16 are constantly hidden be-
tween the sides 14 and the sides 18. When
the cover member B is in the position shown
in Fig. 1 the channels 16 and 20 will inter-
lock, as shown in Fig. 4 and in Fig. 3, dur-
ing, their entire length. Thus mov rement of
the cover member B downwardly beyond the
horizontal position shown will be prevented
and the cover member is thus supperted so
that articles of luggage may be placed there-
in as well as in the fixed member A. It may
now be noted that, due to the-cutting away
of the upper wall and upper corner “of the
fixed trunk member, more space is provided
for such articles as may be taller than the
trunk member. For instance, milk cans may
be carried in the device, their upper ends
projecting above the wall 15. Where only
one milk can could be carried Ly the cover
member alone, the cutting away of the trunk
member allows several to be carried. The
wall 17 of the cover member is hinged at 21

‘to the lower wall 12 of the stationary trunk

member. Thus the cover member may be
hinged upwardly from the porition shown
in Fig. 1 to the position shown in Fig, 2, in
which the wall 17 contacts with the forwar d,
vertical edges of the sides 14 and the end
wall 19 covers the uppeér wall 15 of the fixed
In this position, the coact-

fixed trunk member, respectively,~are adapt-
ed to be secured together for locking the
cover in place.

The fixed trunk member is permanently
secured to the frame of the vehicle by means
of extensions or brackets 24 projecting down-
wardly from the bottom of the trunk and
bolted, as at 25, to the frame bars 11. It
may now be noted that the trunk is carried
in a position directly adjacent a rear wall of
the body 10 where the spare tire of the vehi-
cle is ordinarily carried. .

The problem involved in thus attaching a
trunk to the rear of a vehicle has been to dis-
pose of the spare tire in such a way that
convenient access might be had to both the
tire and the trunk. Prevmus to my inven-

‘tion, it has been customary to utilize the

trunk opening only at the top and to provide
extensions from the frame of the vehicle ex-
tendmg around and behind the trunk to a
position where they might support the tire
rearwardly of the frunk. Thus the tire car-

rier was permancntly disposed behind the.

trunk and access to the trunk could be had
only from the top. It will be impossible to
utilize such a trunk as a combined trunk and
lngoage carrier and it has always been found
mconvement to obtain access to the trunk
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even in the limited manner mentioned, for
the reason that the person must reach over
the spare tire, subjecting his clothes to prob-

able contact with the tire and necessitating.

undue exertion in lifting articles from the
trunk. In order to overcome the objection
to building additional extensions for sup-
porting the spare tire rearwardly of the old
type of trunk, I have conceived the possibil-

ity of attaching the tire directly to the trunk 7

itself. This, howex er, would not in itself en-
tirely ehmulate the ob]ectlons to the old
method of attaching a trunk to a vehicle.
The presence of the tire when the trunk is
to be opened, has constituted the most unde-
sirable feature of the old arrangement. It
has therefore occurred to me that by attach-

ing the tire to the cover of the trunk itself
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and by properly arranging that cover, the

tire could be swung to a posmon where it

would not interfere with the access to the
trunk and co-incidentally the trunk would
be opened to display the contents thereof.

In order to carry out this broad idea, T have -

located the hinge at the lower, outer corner
of the trunk instend of at the upper, outer
corner, as in the ordinary trunk. Thus the
cover member normally constitutes the rear
wall of the trunk and the tire may accord-
ingly be mounted directly on this rear wall
against the face of the cover so as to be dis-
posed in a normal, vertical position, the
sane. as the position of the ordinary spare
tire carrier wherein it may -be readily
reached for removal. Upon opening the

~cover, it swings downwardly to a horizontal

posttion and the tire swings underneath zo
as to be completely hidden beneath the.cover.
The tire carrier is indicated at 26 in Fig, 2
and includes the brackets 27 by which it is
attached to the wall 17 of the cover member.
Any conventional type of tire carrier may
be employed and a particular construction
thereof does not form a _part of my inven-
tion.

It may be noted that the carrier is so ar-
ranged that the tire, when attached, will be
substantially flush with the outer wall 19
of the cover and.will project snbstantially
bevond the hinge 21 at its other side. “The
distance between the brackets 24 is sufficient
to receive this projecting portion of the tire

and the space below the trunk is left open-:

and unobstructed so that as the cover is
swung downwardly the projecting portion
of the tire may swing between the bracketq
and between the frame bars 11, as shown in
Fig. 10.. As has already been nientioned,
the gas tank of the ordlnary car does not
pm]eot rearwardly as far-as the frame mem-
bers and conoequently there will be sufficient
space for the tire to project forwardly, as
far as'is shown in Fig. 1. Thus by allow-
ing the tire to pro1ect beyond the hinge of
a trunk i in which the hlncre is situated at a
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corner and leaving an unobstructed space
below the hinge and the bottom of the trunk,
a tire which is considerably larger in dimen-
sions than the area of the trunk may be se-
cured thereto -in such' a- manner as to com-
pletely disappear beneath the trunk when

_the cover is hinged downwardly.

Some changes may be made in the con-
struction and arrangement of the parts of
my invention without departing from the
real spirit and purpose®of my invention,
and it is my intention to cover by my claims.
any modifled forms of structure or use of
mechanical -equivalents, which may be rea-
sonably included within their scope. ‘

I claim as my invention:

1. A trunk of the class described, compris-
ing a fixed trunk member, open at the rear
and adapted to be rigidly secured to the rear
portion of a vehicle, a movable trunk mem-
ber adapted to move relative to the fixed

“trunk member, to disclose the contents there-

of, to a substantially horizontal position serv-
ing, in conjunction with the fixed trunk

“member. as a luggage carrier in that posi-

tion, and a spare tire carrier secured to the
movable trunk member and movable there-
witl

2. A trunk of the class deseribed, compris-
ing a fixed trunk member, open at the rear
and, adapted to be rigidly secured to the rear
portion of a vehicle, a movable trunk mem-
ber adapted to move relative to the fixed
trunk member, to disclose the contents
thereof, to a position substantially horizon-
tal, and serving, in conjunction with the

‘fixed trunk member, as a luggagé carrier

in that position, and a spare tire carrier se-

cured to the movable trunk member in a
vertical position and movable therewith to

a ‘position removed from its original posi-
tion near the fixed trunk member.
3. A trunk of the class described, compris-

-ing a fixed trunk member, open at its rear

and adapted to be rigidly secured to the rear
portion of a vehicle, a movable trunk mem-
ber hinged,to the lower rear corner of the
fixed trunk member, adapted to swing from
a substantially vertical, closed position; to a

substantially horizontal position serving, in

conjunction with- the fixed trunk member, to

carry luggage while in that position, and a

- spare tire carrier secured to the movable

&
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trunk member, positioned therebehind when
the latter is in. closed position, and substan-

“tially concealed therebeneath when the same

is in- open position. o
4. A trunk of the class described, compris-
ing a fixed trunk member having an open-

“ing and adapted to be rigidly secured to the

rvear portion of a vehicle, a movable trunk
member having a wall to cover said opening,

and having side walls embracing the fixed

trunk member when the movable truniz mem-
ber is in closed position, coacting elements

on the fixed and movable trunk members, re-
spectively, adapted to engage when the lat-
ter is in a horizontal position, and a spare
tire carrier secured ‘to the movable trunk
member, positioned therchehind when the
latter is in closed position, and substantially
concealed thereunder when the latter is in
open position. :

5. A trunk of the class described, compris-
ing a fixed trunk member having an gpen-
ing and adapted to be rigidly secured to the
rear portion of a vehicle, a movable trunk
member having a wall to cover said opening.
and having side walls embracing the fixed
trunk ember when the movable trunk
member is in closed position. coacting ele-
ments on the fixed trunk member and on the
side walls of the movable trunk mnember,
substantially concealed between said side
walls and the fixed trunk member, and
adapted to engage when the movable trunk
member is in horizontal position, and a spare
tive carrier secured to the movable trunk
member, positioned therebehind when the
latter is in closed position, and substantially
concealed thereunder when the latter is in
open position. -

G. A combined trunk and luggage carrier
comprising a fixed trunk member adapted to
be rigidly secured to the rear portion of a

-vehicle, said fixed trunk member being open

at the rear and partially open at the top, a
movable trunk member having a bottom wall
to cover said rear opening, an outer wall to
cover said top opening, and side walls adapt-
ed to closely overlap the side walls of the
fixed trunk member, when the movable trunk
member is in. closed position, the movable
trunk member being hinged to the lower rear
corner of the fixed trunk member and adapt-
ed to move to horizomtal position where the
outer and side walls project upwardly to
form a continuation of the side walls of the
fixed member for retaining luggage.

7. A combined trunk and luggage carrier
comprising a fixed trunk member adapted to
be rigidly secured to the rear portion of a
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vehirle, said fixed trunk member being open

at the rear and partially open at the top,
a movable trunk member having a bottom
wall to cover said rear opening, an outer
wall to cover the said top opening, and side
walls adapted to closely overlap the.side
walls of the fixed. trunk member, when the
movable trunk member is in closed position,
the movable trunk member heing hinged to
the lower rear corner of the fixed trunk
member, and coacting means on the side
walls of the fixed and movable trunk mem-
ber, respectively adapted to engage when the

Jatter is in a horizontal position, to retain the
same against movement below said horizon-

tal position. s
8. A combined trunk and luggage carrier
comprising a fixed trunk member adapted to -
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be rigidly secured to the rear portion of a
vehicil, said fixed trunk member being open
at the rear and partially open at the top,
2 movable trunk member having a bottom
wall to cover 'said rear opening, an. outer
wall to cover the said top opening, and-side
walls -adapted to closely overlap the side

“walls of the fixed trunk member, when the

~ movable trunk member is in closed position,
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‘tal position.

the movable trunk member being hinged to
the lower rear corner of the fixed trunk
member dand coacting means on the side walls
of the fixed and movable trunk member, re-
spectively concealed between the: adjacent
side walls and adapted to engage when the
latter is in a horizontal-position, to retain the
same against movement below said horizon-

9. A combined trunk and luggage carrier
comprising a fixed trunk member adapted-to
be rigidly secured to the rear portion of a

. vehicle, said fixed trunk member being open
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at the rear and partially open at the top, a.

movable trunk member having a bettom wall
to cover said rear opening, an outer wall to

cover the said top opening, and side walls

adapted to closely overlap the side walls of
the fixed trunk member, when the movable
trunk member is in closed po'sition, the mov-

- able trunk member being hinged to the lower

rear -.corner of the fixed“trunk member and
coacting elements on the Tear and end edges
of the side walls of the fixed and movable
trunk member, respectively, said coacting
elements extending toward each other be-
tween the side walls and being adapted to
engage when the movable trunk member is
in a horizontal position, for retaining the
same against movement below said position.
~ 10. A combined trunk and luggage carrier
comprising a fixed trunk member adapted to
be rigidly secured to the rear portion of a
vehicle, said fixed trunk member being open
at the rear, a movable trunk member havin

a bottom wall to cover said rear opening, an

having side walls adapted to closely overlap
the side walls of the fixed trunk member

- when the movable trunk member is in' elosed
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position, the movable trunk member bein
hinged to the lower rear corner of :he fixe
trunk member and adapted to movt to hori-
zonfal position where the side walls project
upwa‘nﬁy to form continuations of the side
walls of the fixed trunk member for retain-
ing luggage, and coating elements on’ the
rear and end edges of the side walls of the
fixed and movable trunk members, respec-
tively, adapted to engage when the latter is
in horizontal position. ;

11. A combined trunk and luggage carrier,
comprising a fixed trunk member adapted
o be rigidly secured to the rear portion of

4 vehicle, said fixed trunk member being open
‘at the rear, a movable trunk member hav-

1

ing a bottom wall to cover the said rear

16,865

oFening, and having side walls adapted to o
e

osely overlap the side walls of the fixed
trunk member, when the movable trunk

member is in closed position, the movable -

trunk member being hinged- to the lower
rear. corner of the fixed trunk member and

adapted to move to horizontal position where

70

its side walls project upwardly to form con-.

tinuations of the side walls” of ‘the fixed
trunk member for-retaining luggage. -

12. A combined trunk and luggage carrier,
comprising a fixed trunk member adapted to
be rigidly secured to the rear portion of a
vehicle, said fixed trunk member being open
at the rear, a movable trunk member ﬁinge_sd
to the fixed trunk member at its lower rear
corner, and adapted to cover said opening
when in closed position, and to swing down-
wardly to a substantially horizontal position
to serve as a luggage carrier, and a spare tire
carrier secured to said movable trunk carrier

-and located so as to carry a tire with a por-

tion thereof extending beyond the hinge, the
carrier being positioned behind the movable

trunk member when the latter is in a hori-

zontal position, and substantially concealed

thereunder when the same is in horizontal

position, the space below the trunk fixed
member being unobstructed to receive the
protruding portion of the tire.
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13. ‘A combined. frunk and luggage car- -

rier comprising a fixed trunk member adapt-
ed to be rigidly secured to the rear portion
of a vehicle, said fixed trunk member being
open at the rear, a movable trunk member
hinged to the lower rear corner of the fixed
trunk member and having a bottom wall to

100

cover the said opening, and side walls adapt-

ed to closely overlap the side walls of the
fixed trunk member when the movable trunk
member is in closed position, the movable
trunk member being adapted to-move to sub-
stantially horizontal position where its side
walls project upwardly to form .continua-

"tions of the side walls of the fixed trunk

member for retaining.luggage, and coacting
elements on the side walls of the fixed and
movable trunk members respectively, adapt-
ed to engage when the latter is in horizontal

‘position. - :

~14. A combined.trunk and luggage carrier

comprising a fixed trunk member "adapted.
aly. secured to the rear portion of
-a vehicle, said fixed trunk member having

to be rigi

an opening at the rear, a- movable trunk
member having a bottom wall to cover said
rear opening, and having side walls adapted
to closely overlap the side walls of the fixed
trunk member, when  the movable trunk
member is in closed position, the movable

110 -
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trunk member being hinged to the lower rear

corner of the fixed trunk member and adapt-

ed to move to substantially horizontal posi- -

tion where the side walls project uiawardly
to form continuations of the side walls of the

130




~ fixed trunk member for retaining luggage,
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and coacting. elements on the side walls of
the fixed and movable trunk members, re-
spectively; adapted to engage when the latter

is in horizontal position, said coacting ele-

ments extending toward each other between
the side walls and being substantially con-
cealed therebetween. 4
15. A combined trunk and luggage carrier,
comprising a fixed trunk member adapted to
be secured rigidly to the rear portion of a
vehicle, said fixed trunk member having an

opening at. the rear, a movable trunk mem-

ber having a bottom wall to cover said rear
opening, and having side walls adapted to

closely overlap the side walls of the fixed
trunk member when the movable trunk mem-
ber is in closed position, the movable trunk
member being hinged to the lower rear cor-
ner of the fixed trunk member and adapted
to move to a substantially horizontal posi-
tion serving as a luggage carrier, and coact-
ing channels formed at the rear and end
edges of the side walls of the fixed and mov-
able ‘trunk members, respectively, adapted

to interlock when the l_atter is in horizontal

position. .
Signed at Sioux City, Towa, this 20th day

ERNEST A. ARNDT.

" of May, 1927.
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