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6 Claims.

This invention relates to a nipple retaining
means, especially adapted for retaining a nipple
upon a nursing bottle, and the principal object
of this invention is the production of a simple
and efficient means for firmly gripping the nipple
and preventing the nipple from. being acciden-
tally pulled from the neck of the bottle.

A further object of this invention is the pro-
duction of a simple and efficient nipple retaining
means which may be easily attached to the neck
of a bottle and which will” efficiently grip the
bead of the conventional nipple and firmly hold
the nipple against accidental displacement from
the bottle. '

Other objects and advantages of the present
invention will appear throughout the following

- specification and claims.
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In the drawing: )

Figure 1 is a slde elevation of the improved
nipple retaining means, s portion of the nipple,
bottle and retaining means being shown in sec-
tion;

Figure 2 is a transverse sectional view taken on
line 2—2 of Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a side elevation of a portion of the
neck of the bottle and nipple showing the nipple
removed from the neck of the bottle and out of
engagement with the retaining ring, certain
parts being shown in section;

Figure 4 is a detail perspective view of the
nipple retaining ring;

Figure 5 is a side elevation partly in section
illustrating o modified form of reteining ring
shown in connection with the bottle neck and
nipple, and

Figure 6 is a detail perspective view of & modi-
fled form of the retaining ring illustrated in
Figure 5.

By referring to the drawing, it will be seen
that {0 designates the bottle which is provided
with & neck {f having a conventional bead 12
formed at the outer end of the neck {f. A nip-
ple 13 is illustrated having a tit 14 and a widened
skirt portion 15, which skirt portion 5 is pro-
vided with a thickened bead 16 at its lower end.
The nipple 13 is formed of rubber or other suit-
able flexible material common to the trade.

In connection with the bottle i0 and nipple
13 I employ & nipple retaining ring or band 17
which preferably consists of a resilient split ring
of relatively wide dimension having an outwardly
rolled downwardly inclined flange (8, which
flange 18 is notched, as at 19, to facilitate the
bending of the flange in an overhanging out-
wardly and downwardly extending position, such

(CL 128-—-252)

as is illustrated in Pigure 4 and also in Figure 1.
This split annular ring or band 17 is preferably

‘formed of spring metal and is open, as at 20; to

allow the ring or band {1 to be easily placed
about the neck of a bottle and slipped over the
bead 12 of the bottle. The ring or band 1T will
then fit loosely about the neck of the bottle, as
shown in Figure 3, in a position whereby the bead
portion 16 of the nipple 13 may be hooked under
the flange 18 and the skirt of the nipple then
pulled over the bead (2 and neck If of the

bottle and the bead portion 16 hooked under the

lower edge 2{ of the outwardly and downwardly
bent flange 18, as shown in Figure 1, thereby
firmly retaining the nipple 13 upon the neck of
the bottle and preventing the nipple from be-
coming accidentally pulled off the. neck of the
bottle. The flexible and resilient nature of the
skirt 1% of the nipple {3 will cause the ring or
band {7 to be tightly closed around the neck of
the bottle, as shown clearly in Figure 1, thereby
providing a close and tight it of the nipple over
the neck of the bottle and at the same  time
holding the ring 17 in firm position and in tight
engagement with the neck of the bottle, as.shown
in Figure 1.

When it is desired to Hft the nipple out of en-
gagement with the ring {7, the lower edge of the
bead 16 of the nipple may be gripped by the fin-
ger of the operator, and by pulling the skirt 15
and bead 16 away from the flange (8, the nipple
may be easily removed from engagement with
the neck of the bottle. When the nipple is in the
position shown in Figure 1, however, the nipple
will be firmly gripped and held against acciden~
tal displacement and will be so firmly held upon
the neck of the bottle that an infant will not be
able to disconnect the nipple from the neck of
the bottle by pulling upon the bottle and grip-
ping the nipple between its gums or between its
teeth.

While it is preferable to provide the flange {8
with the notches (§ to facilitate the downward
bending of the flange 08, it may be desired in
some instances to provide a ring as is illustrated
in Figures 5 and 6, wherein the ring is indicated
by the numeral 22 having an annular outwardly
and downwardly inclined flange 23 of an un-
broken nature, as is illustrated in detail in Fig-~
ure 6. The ring 22 is split as at 24 to facilitate
the expanding of the ring in order that the same
may be placed over the neck of the bottle or
removed when occasion requires. The flange 23
is adapted to overhang the bead 256 of the nipple
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26 in the same manner as that described with
respect to Figure 1.

The bead 18, as shown in Figure 4 is formed
along the upper edge of the ring or band 11
which is preferably formed of a flat resilient
strip of material and the edges of the flange 18
may, if it is -desired, be slightly rounded to pre-
vent the cutting of the resilient bead (6 of the
nipple. The notches 9 are also preferably V-
shaped- tapering toward. the junction of the
flange 18 with the body of the ring {1.

It should be understood that certain detail
changes in the construction of the device may be
employed without departing from the spirit of
the invention, so long as such changes fall with-
in the scope of the appended claims.

Having described the invention, what is claimed
as new is:

1. As a new article of manufacture, a detach-
able nipple retaining resilient ring for use in con-
nection with nursing bottles and the like con-
sisting of a split. band constituting a substan-
tially vertical ring-like body adapted to loosely fit
around the neck of a bottle, and an outwardly

extending nipple retaining flange formed around .

one periphery of the ring.

2. As a new article of manufacture, a detach-
able nipple retaining ring for use in connection
with nursing bottles and the like consisting of a
flat resilient band adapted to loosely fit around

“the neck of a bottle and having an outwardly and

downwardly inclined nipple retaining flange
along its upper periphery and adapted to over-
hang a nipple bead for retaining a nipple upon
the neck of a bottle.

3. As a new artficle of manufacture a detach-
able nipple retaining ring for use in connection
with nursing bottles and the like consisting of a
flat resilient band adapted to fit loosely around
the neck of a bottle and having an outwardly and
downwardly inclined nipple retaining flange
along its upper periphery and adapted to over-
hang a nipple bead for retaining a nipple upon
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the neck of a bottle, said flange being notched
throughout its circumference to provide a
toothed-like nipple gripping means, and said

“band being split to. provide an expansible and

contracting bottle-gripping means.

4. In combination with a bottle having a neck
and a retaining bead, a flexible nipple fitted over
sald neck and retaining bead, said flexible nipple
having a thickened lower edge, a detachable ex-
panding and contracting resilient split nipple re-
taining ring fitted over the neck of said bottle
and having an outwardly and downwardly in-
clined flange along its upper periphery for pro-
viding biting engagement with the thickened
portion of said nipple whereby said nipple will be
held against accidental removal from the neck of

‘said bottle, the nipple being adapted to substan-

tially cover the retaining ring when in position
upon the hottle.

5. As a new article of manufacture, a detach-
able nipple-retaining ring adapted to fit around
the neck of a nursing bottle, said ring comprising

a relatively thin flat resilient body having a down-

wardly and outwardly ktent resilient nipple-grip-
ping flange formed integral with the body and in-
clined away from the body to produce a biting
action upon a nipple to provide a nipple-retaining
means, the body being adapted to normally fit
loosely around the neck of a bottle and being
adapted to contract and tightly fit around the
neck of the bottle when engaged by a nursing
nipple.

6. As a new article of manufacture, a nipple~
retaining ring comprising a split detachable ring-
like band adapted to fit around the neck of a
bottle and under the conventional retaining bead
thereof, said ring-like band having a backwardly
bent nipple-gripping flange formed along one pe-
riphery of the band and being adapted to firmly
grip the bead of a resilient nipple for firmly hold-
ing a nipple upon the neck of a nursing bottle.

YERVANT H. KURKJIAN.

10

20

25

30

35

40



