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To dall whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Auexaxper W. Muz-
RAY, a citizen of the United States, resid-

- ing at Wellesley Hills, in the county of Nor-

folk and State of Massachusetts, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Dispensing Cans, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, ¢lear, and exact descrip-
tion. o

This invention relates to dispensing cans
and with regard to certain more specific
features thereof to automatically closed
powder containers. :

It is one of the important objects of the
invention to provide a simple, inexpensive
and reliably operative closure top for pow-
der cans and similar containers, and particu-

larly to so construct an automatically op-
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erable closure device that it may be con-
veniently manipulated to discharge its con-

tents by means of the thumb or finger of the

same hand by which the user holds the body
of the can.

Other objects will be in part obvious and
in part pointed out particularly herein-
after. '

The invention accordingly consists inthe
various features of construction, combina-

" tions of elements and arrangements of parts
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exemplified by the construction hereinafter
set forth and the scope of the application of
which will be indicated by the appended
claims. ¢

In the drawings, wherein is shown one of
various possible embodiments of the inven-
tion, = o
Fig. 1 is a top plan view of the improved
container top and closure cap.

Fig. 2 is a bottom plan of the same.

Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken on the’

line 3—3 of Fig. 1. o
Referring now more particularly to the
drawings there is indicated at 1 a container

body, fitted over which and adapted to be -

sealed in position, if desired, is a container
top 2. - The latter is formed with a reduced
discharge spout 8 having an end 3" which
closes the spout except for a plurality of
perforations, the purposes of which will be
set forth hereinafter. »

A closure cap 4 is loosely mounted over
the discharge spout 3. This cap has a side

wall 5 which is crimped or spun into a neck .

6 of the spout, the association of the cap and
spout being such that free relative rotation
is. permitted but longitudinal displacement

prevented. Through a central perforation 7

in the top of the spout there projects a pin ~

8, secured to the cap 4, which serves as a re-
inforcing and positioning device for an ac-
tuating spring 10 .and which extends well
into the throat of the spout. One end 11 of
the spring 10 is secured to the delivery top
2 and the other end 12 bears against a pin
18 projecting inwardly -from the cap 4
through a circumferential slot 14 in the top
wall of the spout. o

Under the influence ‘of the spring 10 the
cap is normally held with a perforation 15
therein out of registration with a corre-
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sponding - perforation 16 in the top wall of -

the spout. The end of the slot 14 limits the
relative movement of the parts to their po-
sitions out of registration.

To deliver the contents of the can the user
may grasp the can body with the hand, in-
vert 1t to desired position and manipulate
an operating piece 20 with the finger or
thumb of the same hand. The piece 20 ig
fixed upon, or a portion of, the closure cap
4 and the opposite end of the circumferen-
tial slot 14 serves to stop further relative
rotation between the cap and spout when
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the position of exact registration has been .

reached. When a suitable quantity of the
powder or other material has been delivered,
as by slightly shaking the can, the user re-
leases the finger piece 20 and the spring re-
stores the parts to normal position immedi-
ately.

As many changes could be made in the

above construction and as many apparently
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widely different embodiments of the inven- -

tion might be made without departing from
the scope thereof ; it is intended that all mat-

ter contained in the foregoing description .

or shown in the accompanying drawings
shall be interpreted as illustrative and not in
a limiting sense. _ ' '

Having described the invention, what I
claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent is: , '

1. A can having in combination a per-
forated delivery top, a closure cap, fitted ex-
teriorly thereof, having its lower portion

“pressed into an annular necked-in portion of -

said top, a pin secured to said cap and ex-

tending into the neck of said top, a helical -

spring surrounding said pin, a slot in said
top, and a member projecting from said cap
through said slot, one end of said spring
being fixed to the top and the other end
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bearing against said projection to urge the
cap rotatively until the projection brings up
against one end of said slot; the top and
cap being perforated in rotative alignment
so that rotation of said cap will cause regis-
tration and the spring will return said cap
to a position of nonregistration. -

2. A can, comprising a top with a delivery
spout having three perforations, a closure
cap having a central pin projecting through
one of said perforations, said cap being
loosely fitted around said spout to hold it
for rotation on the latter, a perforation in
said cap adapted to be moved into and out

of registration with another of said spout

perforations, means on said cap co-operative

with the edge of said third perforation to

limit the relative rotative movement of said
cap and spout, and a spring co-operative
with said spout and the last said means to
hold said registrable perforations normally
out of registration.
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3. A can, comprising a top with a delivery
spout having three perforations, a closure
cap having a central pin projecting through
one of sald perforations, said cap being
loosely fitted around said spout to hold it for
rotation on the latter, a perforation in said
cap adapted to be moved into and out of
registration with another of said spout per-
forations, means on said cap co-operative
with the edge of said third ‘perforation to
limit the relative rotative movement of said
cap and spout, a spring co-operative with
said spout, and the last said means to hold
said registrable perforations normally out

-of registration, and a finger operated mem-

ber on said cap whereby the cap may be ro-
tated temporarily against the action of said
spring to register the perforations, said

spring serving to return the parts to nor--

mal 7 sitions when the finger operated mem-

ber is released. . B
ALEXANDER W. MURRAY.
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