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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, HENRY PEARSON and
ELIZABETH A. RICE, citizens of the United
States of America, res1d1no' at Springfield, in
the county of Hampden and State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented new and useful Im-

.provements in Revolable Illuminated Signs

for Street-Cars, of which the following is a
specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
multiple signs for the tops of street-railway
cars which compriserotatably mounted hollow
bodies, the several sides of which are trans-
parent and have painted or otherwise con-
spicuously displayed thereon the route-indi-
cations, together with one or more lights, pref-
erably electric, shielded from direct view, for
lighting up the interior of the hollow transpar-
ent sign-body with diffused light, whereby the
outwardly-facing route-indications will be ob-
servable; and it consistsin the novel features
and the arrangement or combination of parts
hereinafter described, and pointed out in the
claim following the deseription.

Referenceis to be had to the accompanying
drawings, in which this invention is substan-
tially illustrated, and in which—

Figure 1 is an end elevation of the upper
portion of a car with the improved rotatable
illominable sign mounted thereon. Fig. 2 is
in part afront view and in part a vertical lon-
gitudinal sectional view of the sign and sup-
ports therefor. Fig.3isavertical cross-section
on the line 3 3, Fig. 2.  Fig. 4 is a perspective
view of the end portion of the sign and the
support therefor and separable hood and re-
flector for the lamp, the movable portion of
the latter being shown as swung open. Fig.
5 is a partial vertical longitudinal section to
illustrate a slight modification in the construe-
tion to be hereinafter referred to.

Inthedrawings, A represents the bodyof the
multiple rotatable sign, which is in the form
of a square prism, the sides a of which are
transparent or translucent and have thereon
names or route-indieations. Kach sign-body
has at each end an opening b, which is usually
as large as may be practically comprised with-
in the cross-sectional size of the sign-body, and
each opening is surrounded by an outwardly-
extending annular flange d, which is formed

(No model.)

as a part of or an attachment to the framing

for the sign.

At and for the support of each end of the
sign is a hollow standard B, having attach-
ment-feetf, the upper portion of eaeh of which
has a socket or mouth to receive the engage-
ment therewith of the flanged end of the sign-
body, whereby the sign may have its rotary
movement and yet be sufficiently sapported
against displacement or shifting. Asshown,
it will be seen that the upper partof the hol-
lowstandard is comprised in the shell , which
is substantially in the form of a half-ellipsoid,
and this enlargement, of the form specified,
hag its upper half 9 formed separable from
and hinge-connected to the lower half 10, as
seen at 4,s0 that, as very clearlyillustrated in
Fig. 4, the upper half of the shell may be
thrown open for the purposes of affording ac-
cess to the electric lamp C, which is supported
in the hollow standard and which is inclosed
and hooded by the said half-ellipsoidal en-
largement, and also for the purpose of per-
mitting the removal and replacement or sub-
stltutlon of the sign, as may be desirable or
necessary.

The lamp has its posmon ‘directly opposite
the end opening of the sign, and the eleetric
wires for supplying the current for running
the lamp may be brought up through the hol-
low upright or post k of the support. The
interior of the enlarged hood and inclosure
for the lamp, which also constitutes the jour-
nal, support for the sign, has its internal sur-
face so polished and bright as to directly con-
stitute a reflector, or it may have provided
therein, as indicated at m in Fig. 5, a thick-
pess of metal or material or combination
thereof which is specially provided to consti-
tute the reflector, so that the light from the
lamp will be thrown with great illuminating
power axially through the hollow sign-body.
Of course in lien of having the upper portion
of each sign-support hemiellipsoidal,asshown
and referred to, this part may be hemispheri-
cal, or of other ferm; and it is not our inten-
tion to limit this invention to the form, or eon-
struction of the parts as they are specifically
illustrated and with particularity deseribed,
for there are manifest departures therefrom
which may be.readily resorted to without
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departing from the spirit and essence of this
invention.

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

The combination with the hollow rotatable
sign having openings through its ends, of a

support at and for each end of the sign, con- |
sisting of a standard each having its upper
portion constructed in the form of a shell with
a socket or mouth for the engagement there-
with of the circular end portions of the sign
which are rotatably journaled therein, each of

said shells being formed in two separable sec-
tions hinged together, and a lamp located in
each of said shells opposite the end openings
of the sign, whereby said shells may be thrown
open to afford access to the lamps and to per-
mit the removal and replacement of the sign,

_substantially as described.

HENRY PEARSON,
ELIZABETH A. RICE.
Witnesses:
W. S. BELLOWS,
K. I. CLEMONS.
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