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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES M. PEARRE,
of thie city and county of Galveston, and State
of Texas, have invented a new and Improved
Bale-Band Stretcher; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact
description of the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawing, forming part
of this specification, in which—

~Figure 1 is a perspective view of the bale-
band stretcher in its open position. Fig. 2is
a perspective view of the same in its closed
position. Fig. 3 is a view of the device ap-
plied to a cotton-bale in both its open and
«losed position.

The object of my invention is to provide a
convenient and effective bale-band stretcher
to be used in baling cotton, hay, &c., for the
purpose of taking out the slack of the band
that cannot be taken out by hand, while the
bale is under the press; to which end my
invention consists in a bar, carrying at its end
a griping device for one end of the band,
and a guide-socket, in combination with an
elbow-lever, pivoted at its end to a slide-bar
woving through said guide-socket, and carry-
ing also a griping device for the other end
of the band, which two griping devices are
adapted to be Lrought together by bringing
the handles of the elbow-lever and bar to-
gether, and tilting the elbow-lever upon its
angle, at which point it is attached to the
bar by a keeper, and slides over an inclined
portion of the same upon rollers, as hereinat-
ter move fully deseribed.

In the drawing, A B represent the griping
devices that hold the bent ends of the band,
the first of which, A, is located upon the side
of the end of bar C, while the second, B, is lo-
cated upon the side of the lower end of slide-
bar X. These griping devices consist of four
projecting plates or lugs, having three inter-
vening slots, of which the two outside slots
are.intended to receive the bent ends of the
band, while the central slot is made deeper
than the rest, and is intended to accommo-
date the bale-tie, which is slipped into the
sanie, 80 as to conuect the two beunt ends of
the band when brought together. D isanel-
bow-lever, the outer arm of which is pivoted
to the top of the slide-bar X, which latter

passes through the guide-socket ¢ formed in
the end of the bar C beside the griping de-
vice A, so that the two griping devices A
and B are bLrought together in alignment.
The said elbow-lever is.provided with a keep-
er or strap, b, that embraces the bar C, and
carries upon opposite sides of said bar fric-
tion-rollers ¢ g, which move upon a curved or
inelined portion, f, of the bar C.

In making use of the bale-band stretcher,
as thus described, it is applied to the bale of
cotton, as shown in Fig. 3, with the bar C at
right angles to the side of the bale, and the
handle of the elbow-lever D nearly vertical,
in which position the griping devices are
[arthest apart. The ends of the band are
then passed through the outside slots of the
griping devices, and after being bent around
are turned inwardly next to the bale, and
passed through the inside slots, so as to
have the free ends of the band inside, and
next to the bale. The handle or elbow-lever
is then brought down to bar C, bringing the
griping devices together, and tightening the
bale-band, while a tie, such as is shown in de-
tail at G, is inserted in the deep central slot
of the griping devices, and around the bent
ends of the band, so as to securely hold the
same atter the stretcher is removed. )
_ In bringing the handle of the elbow-lever
down it will be seen that its outer arin rises
with the slide-bars X, while its angle moves
upon the rollers along the incline f of the bar
O until the arm of the elbow-lever is parallel
with the bar X, as shown in Fig. 2; and L
am thus enabled to avail myself of the great-
est advantages of leverage at the end of the
movement, and at the time when it is most
required, the incline co-operating to give a
greater throw to the bar X and griping de-
vice at the end of the movement, and an
easier movement at the start.

In Fig. 3 four of the hands are shown with
the slack all taken out, and the band secared
by means of my improved streteher, while the
rest represent those in which the slack has
been partially taken out Ly band, and to
which my streteher is shown applied in both
its open and closed position for completing
the tightening and sceuring of the tie.

By meauns of my improved -stretcher I am
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enabled to take from eight to fourteen inches
of slack: out of & band more: than: can: be done
by hand, whereby the ‘bale may be reduced
in dimension, se-as to. occupy a mu(,h smallcr
space.

Having tlms descnbed ny mventwn wha,f
L clalm as :Rew. is—

. -Lhe gripers A :md B, arranged: to: be:
sepa,mtcd or: ‘brought: together; aud having:

.. projecting : lugs: or plates forming - a centml
-deep slot for the reception of the:bale-tie,-and

shallower slots for the:band, substantially as-|

and for the purpose described.

2. -The bar:C, carrying: a:griping- device at:| -
its end, and a guide, in eombination with the:

E85,347

stide-bar - X, iaving :a’ griping device,;  and '
‘moving in said ouldc, and the elbow-lever D,

'hcwmg otte: arm: pivoted: to: the bar X, and -
moving at its angle upon bar G by means of

wllels and keepelb substantially as deseribed.
3.: Phe bar G, curved: or inclined st f; and

carrying socket a,-and & griping ‘device, in:
combination with ‘the bar X, earrying a grip-
ing: deviee, and ‘the elbow-lover D, substan-:

tially as and: for the purpose deseribed.

CHARLES: M. PEARRE.:
Witnesses:
J. P, JOHNSON, - -
HeNnrY G. NOLD:




