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My invention relates to improvements in 
folding tables wherein a plurality of sets of 
separable nested legs of different length op 
erate to support the table top at different ele 

5 vations above a supporting surface. 
The primary object of the present inven 

tion is to provide a new and improved fold 
ing table. 
Another object is to provide a new and 

10 improved folding table, the top of which 
may be supported at any one of several differ 
ent elevations above a supporting surface. 
A further object of the present invention 

is to provide an improved folding table hav 
ling a plurality of sets of legs whereby the 

top of said table may be supported a compar 
atively short distance above a bed for in 
valid's use, at a slightly greater elevation 
from a floor or other supporting surface for 

20 children's use, and at a standard elevation 
for adult's use. . 
A still further object is to provide an im 

proved folding table having groups of nest 
ed legs of different lengths whereby said 
table top may be supported at different ele 
vations above a supporting surface by ex 
tending the legs of the proper length. 
A still further object is to provide an im 

proved folding table having a plurality of 
80 groups of separable nested legs of different 

lengths, the longer legs being nested within 
the shorter legs, and haying improved means 
for both facilitating the separation of the 
legs and also for providing a base broader 
than the cross section of the legs whereby the 
same may be properly supported upon a 
yielding surface, such as bed clothing, or the 
like. 
I accomplish these and other features by 

means of the improved details of construc 
tion, and the arrangement thereof, set forth 
in the drawing forming a part of the pres 
ent application, wherein like characters of 

45 reference are used to designate similar parts 
throughout the specification and drawing, 
and in which 

Fig. 1 is a bottom view of my improved 
folding table, with the legs folded; 

Fig. 2 is an elevation, partly in section, 
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10 in the next adjacent leg which in turn en 

Serial No. 555,166. 

disclosing some of the legs in extended posi 
tion; Fig. 3 is an enlarged detail of one group 
of legs; and 

Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional view taken 
on line 4-4 of Fig. 3. 

Referring to the drawing: the numeral 1 is 
used to designate a table top or body with 
the usual side flanges 2. A plurality of 
groups of legs, each group being designated 
in general by the numeral 3, is each prefer 
ably pivotally connected at the upper ends, 
as at 4, to suitable blocks or bearings 5 mount 
ed upon the under side of the table top 1. 

Each group 3 consists of a set of nested legs 
of different lengths, two at least of which are 
formed from channels, and the lower ends of 
said channels being provided with outwardly 
extending or flared portions 6, the purpose 
of which will hereinafter be more fully set 70 
forth. 

Suitable foldable braces 7 are pivotally 
connected, in the usual manner, to prefer 
ably the shorter legs and to the table top 1, 
as disclosed in Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawing. 75 
Preferably, where the folding braces 7 are 
connected by means of the usual rivet 8 to the 
shorter legs or channels of each group 3, the 
inner rounded head 9 engages an indentation 
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gages a similar indentation 11 of the third or 
inner leg of the nested group. The friction 
thus provided normally retains the legs in 
nested relation, either when folded or ex 
tended. 
The legs may be readily retained in folded 

position against the bottom of the top 1 by 
any suitable latching or retaining means, not 

85 

shown, as such means form no part of the 
present invention. 90 

In operation, when it is desired to extend 
the legs to support the top 1 in its highest or 
normal elevation, the longer leg of each 
group or set is extended, as, being nested 
Within the remaining legs, the entire nested 
group is moved to extended or supporting 
position, the shorter legs, with their flared 
ends thus providing additional support for 
the longer and lighter legs and at the same 100 
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time providing an ornamental and pleasing 
appearance for the extended legs. 

If it is desired to elevate the top 1 to an 
intermediate elevation, for the use of chil 
dren, the intermediate legs are extended by 
holding down the longer legs against the table 
top and grasping the flanged ends 6 of the 
intermediate legs. These legs being formed 
of channels, the flanges 6 provide both a 
means for facilitating separation of the legs 
and also for providing a broader support, to 
prevent the otherwise sharp blunt ends of 
the channel from marring floors, carpets or 
other supporting surface. 
When the table is prepared for the use of 

an invalid, the shorter legs are extended in 
the same manner as described for the inter 
mediate legs. Here too, the flanges 6 provide 
a means for facilitating separation of the 
shorter from the other legs, and simultane 
ously provide a broad base to provide ade 
quate support upon a yielding surface, such 
as bed clothing or the like, and also provide 
a means whereby the otherwise sharp or blunt 
ends of the channel may be prevented from 
tearing said bed-clothing. 

It should be noted that, as the legs of each 
group are nested and the folding braces 7 
are attached to the shorter legs, said braces 
will always be automatically extended with 
any extended set. - 

I am fully aware that the present state of 
the art discloses folding tables having a plu 
rality of sets of legs, each of a different 
length, whereby said table may be supported 
at diffeerint elevations above a supporting sur 
face. Therefore, I do not wish to claim such 
a combination broadly, but 
Having thus described my invention what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is 

1. A table comprising a top or body; and 
a plurality of sets of nested legs, each set of 
a different length and each longer leg of a set 
being nested within a shorter leg, whereby 
said top or body may be supported at differ 
ent elevations above a supporting surface. 

2. A table comprising a top or body; a 
plurality of sets of nested legs, each set of 
a different length and each longer leg of a set 
being nested within a shorter leg, whereby 
said top or body may be supported at differ 
ent elevations above a supporting surface; 
and means provided on certain of said nested 
legs to facilitate their separation from the 
other sets. 

3. A table comprising a top or body; and 
a plurality of sets of legs, each set of a differ 
ent length, each leg of the longer sets being 
nested within a leg of a shorter set, and pivot 
ally mounted together to said top or E. 
whereby said top or body may be supported 
at different elevations above a supporting 
surface. w 

4. A table comprising a top or body; a plu 
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rality of sets of legs, each set of a different 
length, each leg of the longer sets being 
nested within a leg of a shorter set, and piv 
otally mounted together to said top or body, 
whereby said top or body may be supported 70 
at different elevations above a supporting 
surface; and means for facilitating the sep 
aration of the nested legs and also for form 
ing a broad foot for support on a yielding 
surface. 5. A table comprising a top or body; and 
a plurality of sets of legs of different lengths, 
each leg of the longer lengths being nested 
within a leg of the shorter lengths, whereby 
said top may be supported at different eleva- 80 
tions from a supporting surface. 

6. A table comprising a top or body; and 
a plurality of sets of legs of different lengths, 
each leg of the longer lengths being nested 
within a leg of the shorter lengths, whereby 85 
said top may be supported at different ele 
vations from a supporting surface, said 
shorter lengths being provided with flared 
ends to facilitate separation of said shorter. 
legs from said longer legs. r 

7. A table comprising a top or body; a 
plurality of sets of legs of different lengths, 
each leg of the longer lengths being nested 
within a leg of the shorter lengths, whereby 
said top may be supported at different ele. 95 
vations from a supporting surface, said 
shorter lengths being provided with flared 
ends to facilitate separation of said shorter 
legs from said longer legs; and foldable 
means pivotally connected to said top and 100 
legs for retaining one or all sets of legs in 
extended supporting position. 

8. A table comprising a top or body; and 
a plurality of groups of legs pivotally con 
nected to said top for supporting the same, 105 
each group comprising separable legs of dif 
ferent lengths each longer leg being nested 
within a shorter one whereby said table may 
be supported at different elevations above a 
supporting surface. 

9. A table comprising a top or body; and 
a plurality of groups of legs pivotally con 
nected to said top for supporting the same, 
each group comprising separable nested legs 
each of a different length and one leg nested 115 
within another, the shorter legs, at least, of 
each group being formed of channels and 
having their bottom ends flared to form 
flanges, both to provide broader support and 
to facilitate separation of said legs, whereby 120 
said top may be supported at different eleva 
tions above a supporting surface. 

10. A table Epig a top or body; a 
plurality of groups of legs pivotally con 
nected to said top for supporting the same, 125 
each group comprising separable nested legs 
each of a different length each longer leg 
being nested within a shorter one, the shorter 
legs, at least, of each group being formed of 
channels and having their bottom ends flared 130 
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to form fg both to provide broader sup 
port and to facilitate separation of saidlegs, 
whereby said top may be supported at differ 
ent, elevations above a supporting surface; 
and foldable means connected to said top and 
to said legs for holding any set of different 
lengths of said legs in extended position. 

witness whereof, I hereunto set my sig 
nature. 

O ARTHUR L. SLEE. 

5 

S20 

25 

30 

40 

45 

50 

SS 

80 


