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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
CHARLES BILLBURG, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 

COMBINED DISPLAY-CASE AND WALSE. 

Specification of Letters Patent. EPatented Sept. 14, 1909. 
Application filed November 16, 1908. Serial No. 462,924. 

To all whom it may concern, 
Be it known that I, CHARLES BILLBURG, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Chi 
cago, county of Cook, and State of Illinois, 
have invented a certain new and useful Com 
bination Display-Case and Walise, of which 
the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

display cases, that is to cases so designed as 
to be especially applicable for use by travel 
ing agents, salesmen and like persons in the 
tlansportation and display of their Wares or 
Samples. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

a case of the character mentioned, which Will 
be in the form of a combination, the lower 
part thereof consisting of the sample con 
tainable or the sample display case proper, 
the upper part thereof being of a design and 
construction Substantially the same as that 
of an ordinary valise or Satchel, it being 
adapted to be used as such. 
A further object of my invention is to 

provide a case of the character mentioned, 
the sample display part of which will be 
adapted to contain and efficiently and neatly 
display a relatively large amount of goods. 
A still further object of my invention is to 

provide a case of the class stated, which will 
be of neat and finished appearance both 
when arranged for display and when closed 
and the parts thereof assembled for trans 
portation, the same being of such construc 
tion as to be of an OutWard appearance, when 
arranged for transportation, substantially 
the same as that of an ordinary valise or 
Satchel. 
Other objects will appear hereinafter. 
With these objects in view, my invention 

consists generally in a combination case 
characterized as above mentioned, and in 
certain details of construction and arrange 
ments of parts all as will be hereinafter fully 
described and particularly pointed out in the 
claim. 
My invention will be more readily under 

stood by reference to the accompanying 
drawings forming a part of this specifica 
tion, and in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my de 
vice the parts thereof being in assembled 
position, Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the 
upper part of my device, showing partly the 
construction of the bottom thereof, Fig. 3 is 
an end elevation of the display case proper 
or lower portion of my device in closed posi 

|tion, Fig. 4 is an end elevation of the same 
in opened or display position, a portion 
thereof being broken away So as to better 
illustrate its construction, and Fig. 5 is a 
detail perspective of a lower corner of the 
display case proper in the position as illus 
trated in Fig. 4, a portion thereof being 
broken away SO as to better illustrate its con 
Struction. 

Referring now to the drawings, 1 indicates 
the lower part or display case proper of my 
device, and 2 the upper part or valise 
thereof. 
In the display case or part 1, 3 indicates 

in shape, to the end portions of which, ver 
tically extending therefrom are suitably 
fixed the end wall forming members 4 of 
Said case, fingedly Secured in any suitable 
manner to the lateral edges of Said bottom 
3 are the side wall forming members 5 of 
Said case. The vertically extending edge 
portions 6 of the member 4 are preferably 
reduced in thickness So as to accommodate 
the in Wardly extending flanges 7 provided 
upon and inwardly projecting from the ends 
of the side Wall forming members 5. By 
Such provision a neat and finished appear 
ing construction results, the outer surface of 
the flanges 7, being when the case is in 
closed position, flush with the outer surface 
of the end walls 4. 

Rigidly Secured in any suitable manner to 
the bottom 3 of the case, as by means of 
rivets 8, is a preferably rectangular tray 9 
of a length and width slightly less than that 
of Said bottom 3. A longitudinally extend 
ing partition 10 divides said tray 9 into two 
compartments of equal dimensions. Hav 
ing their lower end portions pivotally se 
cured to the end walls 11 of the tray 9 as at 
12 are metal frames 13 of a lazy-tong con 
struction. Secured between corresponding 
horizontally disposed members 14 of pairs of 
Said frames 13 are sets of trays 15 and 16. 
Said trays may be formed of any suitable 
material but are preferably constructed of 
Wood or sheet metal, the same being of a 
length the same as that of the tray 9 and of 
a width one-half that of said tray. Said 
trays are of Such a depth that when said 
frames 13 are in folded position, the separate 
trays of each of said sets thereof will rest 
upon and be in vertical alinement with each 
other, the Sets thereof being in contiguous 
positions in vertical alinement with the tray 
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by rivets 21 to said side walls 5, the lower 

2 

9, as clearly shown in Fig. 3. When said 
frames are in extended position, as shown 
in Fig. 4, all of said trays will be fully dis 
played. 

In order to facilitate the simultaneous 
movement, that is the opening or closing, of 
the sides 5 of the case 1 with the folding or 
extending of the tray supporting frames, 
provide links 17, the same being pivotally 
secured to each of the frames 13 and side 
walls 5 as at 18 and 19 respectively. In ol 
der to facilitate the pivotal connection of 
said links with said side walls 5, preferably 
provide angula' plate members 20 fixed as 
end portions of said links being pivotally 
Secured to the projecting end portions 21 of 
said membel's 20.. The upper edge portions 
of the side walls 5 and the end walls 4 of the 
display case 1 are reduced in thickness as 
clearly shown in Fig. 3, forming the extel'nal 
shoulder 22, for a purpose stated in the fol 
lowing. : 
The valise 2 of my device may be of any 

ordinary or preferred construction, the bot 
ton 23 thereof being however provided with 
a depending peripheral flange 24. Said 
flange is adapted to Snugly receive the re 
duced upper end portion of the display case 
1, the same being of such a width that the 
lower edge thereof will be adapted, when 
said valise is positioned upon said display 
case proper to rest upon the before-men 
tioned shoulder 24 provided upon said case. 
By SO constructing the upper edge polition 
of the case 1 the outer surfaces of the dis-, 
play case and the valise upon assembling the 
same will be flush, hence resulting in a neat 
and finished connection between said parts. 
Suitable locking means 25 are provided at 
either of the ends of the contiguous edges 
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of said parts, the same being provided to fa 
cilitate securing or locking the same together. 
By the provision of a combination as de 
Scribed, an agent's or salesman's display 
samples as well as such private articles as he 
finds necessary to carry about with him may 
neatly and conveniently be transported in a 
single compact hand receptacle. 
While I have shown what I deem to be the 

preferable form of my device, I do not wish 
to be limited thereto, as there might be many 
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changes made in the details of construction 
and arrangements of parts without departs 
ing from the spirit of my invention. 

Having described my invention what I 
claim as new and desire to secure: by Letters 
Patent, is: . . . 
A display case comprising a base, side 

walls hingedly secured to said base and fixed 
vertically extending end walls, extensible 
frames of lazy-tong construction connected 
to said base, horizontally disposed trays car 
lied by said frames, links connecting Said 
side walls and said frames whereby extend 
ing or folding said frames causes the simul 
taneous opening or closing of Said side Walls, 
said display case being open at the top when 
folded, in combination with a detachable 
closure for said case comprising a valise, and 
coacting means on the lower edge of said 
ialise and the upper edges of said fixed ends 
for detachably securing said closure in posi 
tion, substantially as described. : - 

in testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses, 

CHARLES BILLBURG. 
Witnesses: 

JANET E. HoGAN, 
HELEN F. LILLIS, 
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