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The invention relates generally to display 
cases and more particularly to a case for dis 
playing products such as nut meats in bulk for 
retail trade, 

5 The general object of the invention is to pro 
vide a case of this character by which attention 
thereto is readily attracted, which provides for 
display of a number of different kinds of prod 
ucts at the same time, and in which the various 

10 kinds of products are readily accessible for the 
sale thereof. 
Another object is to provide a display case 

having a container, the parts of which move from 
a position where access thereto is readily had, to 

ls a position where they are prominently displayed, 
the movement of the container attracting atten 
tion and thus successively bringing the various 
kinds of products to the attention of prospec 
tive purchasers. 

It is also an object to provide, in a case of this 
character, a rotating container driven in such a 
manner that it may be readily stopped to permit 
removal of the contents, and the container being 
protected against tilting so that the driving 
means will not be harmed. - 
A further object is to provide a case of this 

type, in which heating means is located so that 
products such as nut meats, which are preferably 
sold hot, may be uniformly heated during the 
rotation of the container. - 
Other objects and advantages will become ap 

parent from the following description taken in 
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connection with the accompanying drawings, in 
Which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the front of a 
display case embodying the features of the in 
Vention, 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the rear of the 
display case shown in Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view looking end 
Wise of the case. 
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The preferred embodiment of the invention 
Comprises generally a base supporting a con 
tainer within an enclosure. In the rear of the 
enclosure is an opening, and the container is of 
such size and is so positioned relative to the en 
closure that it extends rearwardly from the en 
closure so that access may readily be had thereto. 
The container is preferably rotatably mounted 

- so that all parts thereof may be moved into the 
accessible position, means being provided to pro 
tect the container so that an operator will not 
unduly contact it when removing articles there 
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Fig. 4 is a front elevation partially broken 

from. The front; and end walls of the enclosure 
are of glass so that the contents of the COntainer 
may be readily seen. Within the enclosure is a 
heating means for heating the contents of the 
container, the heating means extending dia 
metrically of the container and constructed to 
transmit a greater amount of heat adjacent the 
periphery of the container than at the center 
to compensate for the faster movement at the 
periphery upon rotation of the container. 

In the present instance, the display case here 
in illustrated is designed particularly for the re 
tail sale of nut meats. The container is pref 
erably round and may have a plurality of radial 
dividers or partitions therein to provide Spaces 
for various kinds of nut meats. Thus, as the 
container rotates, the various spaces are suc 
cessively accessible at the rear of the case and 
are successively brought to the attention of pro 
spective purchasers when moving through the 
fore part of the enclosure. Since nuts meats are 
tastier and also have a more attractive appear 
ance when hot, the heating means Supplies heat 
for maintaining the nut meats in this condition. 
As shown in the drawings, the preferred en 

bodiment of the invention comprises a base fo 
which is of substantial height and is hollow. 
Mounted on the base is an enclosure, indicated 
generally at , within which is positioned a con 
tainer 2 preferably comprising a round, rela 
tively shallow pan. The enclosure , in the pres 
ent instance, is of substantially the same length 
as the diameter of the container, while its depth, 
front to rear, is somewhat less than the diameter 
of the container so that the latter extends rear 
wardly therefrom, as may be seen in Figs. 2 and 
3. Thus, the rear part of the container is read 
ily accessible and, by rotating the container, all 
parts thereof may be successively moved to the 
rear position. 
The enclosure is preferably constructed with 

glass front and end walls, the glass being Sup 
ported by upstanding channel members 3 at the 
four corners of the enclosure and rigidly secured 
to the base 0 as by angle plates 4. The front 
wall preferably comprises a lower vertical portion 

5 extending substantially to the height of the 
top of the container, and an upper portion 6 
slanting upwardly and rearwardly from the top 
edge of the lower portion 5. The upper portion 
6 thus overlies the front part of the container 
and permits full view thereof and of its contents 
by prospective purchasers. The end walls, indi 
cated at 9, are shaped to match the form of the 
front Wall. 
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The top wall of the enclosure is preferably in 

the form of a tray 7 which may be advanta 
geously employed to support packaged goods such 
as, in the present instance, small packages of nut 
meats. The tray 7 preferably is made of sheet 
metal and has a pair of downwardly opening 
channels f at its respective ends fitting over the 
upper edges of the end walls to support the tray. 
At its rear, the tray may have an upwardly ex 
tending back 9 to carry advertising placards or 
the like. 

Since the container 2 is adapted for rotation 
so that the various parts thereof may be moved 
to the rear of the enclosure to permit access 
thereto, a driving means is provided, for effecting 
the rotation. To this end, the driving means, in 
dicated generally at 20 and including an electric 
motor 2, is mounted within the base O. The 
driving means 20 preferably includes a drive shaft 
22 extending upwardly from the base and adapted 
to provide a seat for a collar 23 rigid with the 
container. The latter is thus supported by the 
base through the driving means 20. The drive 
shaft 22 and collar 23 have a frictional driving 
engagement which is sufficient to rotate the con 
tainer slowly when unimpeded but permits the 
operator to hold the container against rotation, 
as when removing nut meats therefrom, without 
placing an undue stress on the driving means. 
As mentioned above, the container is prefer 

ably arranged to receive a plurality of kinds of 
nut meats. For this purpose, a plurality of divid 
ers or partition 25 are placed in the container, 
preferably extending radially thereof. The 
partitions 25 thus provide spaces in which vari 
ous kinds of nut meats may be kept separate, 
and the various spaces are moved into an ac 
cessible position at the rear of the enclosure by 
rotation of the container. 
Since the container has a relatively large diam 

eter and is supported at its center, it is desirable 
to prevent it from being accidentally tilted by 
the operator in case he should bear against it in 
removing nut meats therefrom. To this end, a 
guard rail 24 is positioned rearwardly of the con 
tainer, which is secured on a rearwardly extend 
ing portion of the base O. The guard rail 24 
preferably is somewhat higher than the top of 
the container and extends substantially from end 
to end of the base. The guard rail prevents the 
Operator from accidentally contacting the con 
tainer and provides a place for the operator to 
rest his arm when removing nut meats from the 
container. 
The driving means 20 is preferably resiliently 

attached to the base 0, rubber pads 26 or the 
like being employed for this purpose, so that, in 
Case the container should be tilted slightly, the 
driving means can correspondingly tilt. If the 
container should accidentally be tilted, it is pre 
Vented from doing so to an excessive extent by 
means comprising, in the present instance, a 
plurality of rollers 2 fixed to the base under the 
container and adjacent the periphery thereof. 
The rollers 26 are spaced slightly below the con 
tainer and are normally out of contact therewith 
to avoid adding any drag to the container, but, 
should the container be tilted, the rollers 26 sup 
port it at its periphery.se-that it cannot be tilted 
excessively. 
One of the prominent features of the invention 

is the provision of means to heat the contents 
of the container. In the case of nut meats, heat 
ing thereof has both the function of making them 
taster as well as of giving them a more appetiz-. 

2,123,394 
ing appearance by virtue of the fact that the 
butter or the like, with which the nut meats are 
usually treated, is melted by the heat and gives 
the nut meats a shiny, appetizing appearance. 
Preferably the heating means, indicated at 30, is 
of the radiant type placed above the container 
and within the enclosure. In he present in 
stance, the heating means is constructed to ex 
tend diametrically of the container at the rear of 
the enclosure so that it will not restrict a view of 
the container through the front wall of the en 
closure, 
The heating means is preferably supported by 

the tray constituting the top wall of the en 
closure and comprises a downwardly opening, 
trough-shaped, frame 3 bolted to the tray 7. 
Secured to the frame 3 are a pair of reflectors 
32 of Substantially semi-circular cross section 
and preferably placed adjacent the ends of the 
frame 3. Within the curve of the reflectors 32 
are electrical heating elements supported as 
by brackets 34 to extend longitudinally of the 
reflectors. The heating means, extending dia 
metrically of the container, heats the entire con 
tents thereof by virtue of the rotation of the 
container, and the faster movement of the con 
tainer at its periphery than adjacent its center 
is compensated for by the fact that the heating 
elements are positioned adjacent the ends of the 
heating means and hence nearer the periphery of 
the container than its center. Thus, the contents 
of the container will be uniformly heated. 
A light 35 may be supported, as by a bracket 

36, within the trough-shaped frame 3 at the 
center thereof to illuminate the contents of the 
container, especially that part, below the heating 
means, to attract attention thereto. 

It also may be desirable to use a neon sign in 
connection with the display case, either exter 
nally or internally thereof. If so, a box-like 
structure 37, to house the necessary coils may be 
mounted preferably centrally of the tray 7. 
At the rear of the enclosure is a rear Wall 

40 which is preferably supported at its top by the 
tray 7 and extends downwardly substantially to 
the height of the container, thus leaving an Open 
ing at the lower part of the enclosure through 
which the container extends. The rear Wall 40 is 
preferably made of asbestos board or the like in 
view of its proximity to the heating means 0. 
Since the motor 2, heating elements 3, lamp 

35 and neon sign are all electrically operated 
and are in use at the same time, the wiring there 
for may extend from a junction box 4 and all 
be controlled by a single switch 42, a flexible cord 
43 extending from the box for connection with 
an electrical Socket. 

In operation, the cord 43 is connected to a 
convenient electrical outlet. On throwing the 
Switch 2, the motor 2 causes rotation of the 
container, through the gearing 20 and the fric 
tional connection thereof with the container, the 
gearing being such as to rotate the container at 
a relatively slow speed. Rotation of the con 
tainer successively moves the various spaces 
thereof formed by the partitions 25 from the front 
part of the enclosure to the rear and outside 
thereof where the contents are readily accessible. 
During such rotation the contents are heated by 
the heat radiated downwardly from the heating 
means 30. Since the heating means extends dia 
metrically of the container and the heating ele 
ments are positioned adjacent the periphery of 
the container, the contents are heated uniformly. 
As the contents move in the front part of the 
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case, they may be readily viewed through the 
upper portion 6 of the front wall, the movement 
of the container attracting the attention of pro 
spective purchasers. 
When some of the contents of the container 

are to be removed, the operator waits until the 
particular space in which these contents are con 
tained rotates to the rearward position. He then 
merely grasps the container to hold it againstro 
tation, the frictional driving connection between 
the shaft 22 and the collar 23 seated thereon 
permitting slippage thereof without placing an 
undue strain on the driving means. As SOOn as 
the operator has removed the desired contents, 
he lets go of the container and the frictional 
driving connection again functions. 
To protect the container during the removal of 

the contents thereof, the guard rail 24 not only 
prevents the operator from bumping into the con 
tainer but also provides a rest for the operator's 
arm so that he will not be apt to tilt the con 
tainer. However, should he tilt it, the rubber 
cushions 26 between the driving means 20 and 
the base 0 permit the container to tilt without 
damaging the driving means, and the rollers 27 
then come into play to support the container at . 
its periphery. Normally the rollers 27 are out of 
contact with the container so that they will not 
offer any resistance to the rotation thereof. 
From the above description, it will be apparent 

that I have provided a novel display case for 
such products as nut meats. The container 
therefor is divided into spaces to receive various 
kinds of nut meats, and by rotation successively 
brings them to the attention of prospective pur 
chasers. The rotation of the container further 
moves the various spaces into a readilly acces 
sible position so that the contents thereof may be 
readily removed. During the rotation, the con 
tents of the container are uniformly heated. The 
container is freely driven and is protected from 
undue contact by the operator by the guard 
rail, 24. 

claim as my invention: 
s 1. A display case comprising, in combination, 

3 
a rectangular base, a container rotatably sup 
ported by said base, and an enclosure for the con 
tainer of such size as to permit the container to 
extend rearwardly therefrom for accessibility, 
said enclosure comprising end and front walls of 
glass, the front wall comprising a lower vertical 
portion extending substantially to the top of the 
container, and an upper portion slanting up 
wardly and rearwardly from the top edge of the 
lower portion and thereby providing a full view 
of the part of the container thereunder. 

2. A display case comprising, in combination, 
a rectangular base, a container rotatably sup 
ported on said base, an enclosure mounted on the 
base and covering the major portion of the con 
tainer with the rear portion of the container ex 
tending beyond the enclosure, said enclosure Com 
prising end and front walls of glass, a heater for 
the contents of the container extending diametri 
cally across the container at the rear part of the 
enclosure so as not to obstruct a view of the con 
tents, and means for rotating the container for 
bringing the contents thereof progressively under 
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the heater and into an accessible position at the w 
rear of the case. 

3. - A display case comprising, in combination, 
a base, a container supported on said base, an 
enclosure mounted on the base over the container 
and including at the front thereof a Wall of glass 
to provide a full view of the forepart of the con 
tainer thereunder, said enclosure being Con 
structed to provide access to the container at the 
rear thereof, a heater for the contents of the 
container extending diametrically across the con 
tainer and located at the rear part of the enclo 
sure so as not to obstruct a view of the contents, 
and means for rotating the container for bring 
ing the contents thereof progressively under the 
heater to uniformly heat the contents, into posi 
tion where the contents may be viewed through 
said giass wall, and into position where the Con 
tents in the various portions of the container are 
accessible at the rear of the enclosure, 

CHARLEs RALPH ANDERSON. 
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