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MANUFACTURING COMPANY, OF INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 
PEANUT DISPENSING DEVICE 

Application filed August 3, 1931. serial No. 554,730. 
This invention relates to the art of dispens- Like characters of reference indicate like 

ing machines and particularly to a device for 
dispensing shelled peanuts. 
A primary object of the invention is to pro 

vide a measuring cup, the volume of which 
may be varied to meet fluctuating prices of 
the nuts, and to provide means for varying 
the volume in a very simple, and effective 
form. 
A primary object of the invention is to pro 

dispenser of an improved form which will 
retain the last coin deposited in a visible po 
sition. Aprimary object of the invention is to pro 
vide means for intercepting the last coin de 
posited and retaining it until the previously 
deposited coin has been ejected from the coin 
control means. . . . " Aprimary object of the invention is to pro 
vide simple and secure means for removably 
retaining the storage bowl and other members 
in assembled position. A further object of the invention is to pro 
vide a coin controlled mechanism that will be self operating following a preliminary 
hand operation. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide the particular combination of ele 
ments as set forth by the claims below ap 
pended to the end of securing an economical 
production of the dispenser and a long life 
thereof with the minimum amount of servic 
Ing. 
These and other objects will become appar 

ent in the following description of the inven 
tion, with reference being made to the ac 
companying drawings, in which 

Fig. 1 is front view in perspective of a dis 
penser embodying my invention: 

Fig. 2, a top plan view of the dispenser 
with the top cap removed; . 

Fig. 3, a detail in front elevation of the 
measuring cup and coin control mechanism; 

Fig. 4, a vertical section on the line 4-4 
in Fig. 3; 

Fig. 5, a horizontal section on the line 5-5 
in Fig. 3; 

Fig. 6, a detail in vertical section of the 
container retaining means, 

11. 

ranted removal of the shell 12. 

parts in the several views in the drawings. 
I form a base 10 to which is secured a bowl 

I also form a cylindrical shell 12 to 
have a lower flange 13 adapted to slip over 
and fit about the upper edge of the bowl 11 
and provide means such as a bayonet joint 
14 to retain the shell 12 in position over the 
bowl 11. Preferably a lock 15 is provided to 
have a member engage one of the pins of the 
bayonet joints in order to prevent the unwar 
The upper end of the shell 12 is carried 

across inwardly and downwardly to have a 
center hole 16 therethrough. To the under 
side of the upper end of the shell 12I secure the hopper portion of the measuring cup 
housing 17. Rods 18 here shown as two in 
number have their lower ends secured to the 
hopper walls to extend vertically therefrom 
through the opening 16 and up through a bot 

O 

tle-like container 19 which is open at both 
ends. The upper ends of the rods 18 pass 
through a ring 20 to receive nuts thereon in 
order to draw the ring 20 down snugly 
against the upper end of the container 19 in 
order to retain the container firmly on the 
shell 12. ... " - 
I preferably support an electric lamp 21 

centrally of the ring 20 and provide a tube 
22 down through the container 19 to within 
the shell 12 through which conducting wires 
may be passed to carry current to the lamp. 
A cap 23 is formed to fit over the ring 20 
with a skirt which extends down over the 
neck of the container 19 somewhat and which 
has a series of holes 24 therethrough and 
through which light from the lamp 21 may 
pass. The cap 23 is secured in place by means 
of a hook 25 anchored in the ring 20 to have 
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a loop passed through the cap to receive a 
padlock 26 therethrough, which lock prevents 
the lifting of the cap. - 
The measuring cup housing 17 is here 

shown as being a horizontally disposed cylin 
drical member formed in two symmetrical 
halves, the hopper above referred to being 
on the upper side of the upper half. The 
cup 27 itself is a hollow cylindrical one piece 
member rotatably supported by the end trun 
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nions 28 and 29 to be free to be revolved with 
in the housing 17. The cup 27 is provided 
with the diametrically opposed longitudinal 
openings 30 and 31, the width of which cor 
responds to the width of the opening extend 
ed along the bottom of the hopper on the 
upper side of the housing 17. The housing 
17 is provided with a lower opening 32 of 
the same width as those of the openings 
through the cup 27. . 
The cup 27 is divided into two equal com 

partments by a diametrically disposed plate 
33 held by its lateral edges within grooves 
extending longitudinally along the inner 
wall of the cup 27. The plate 33 is provided 
with a slot 34 extending from the end toward 
the trunnion 28 to about the center of the 
plate, the slot being on the axial line of the 
Cup. 
A second plate 35 having a central S 

shaped bend with substantially half of the 
length of the bend cut away to form a longi 
tudinal slot is inserted to have half of the 
plate above and below the plate 33 by placing 
the S bend in the slot 34 and allowing the 
solid part of the plate 33 to pass in the slot in 
the plate 35. 
the trunnion 28 is engaged by the head of a 
screw 36 which screw-threadedly passes 
through the trunnion 28 to the outside to 
carry a wing nut 37 on its outer end and a 
lock nut 38 adapted to be drawn up against 
the outer end of the trunnion. 

ft) 

By turning the wing nut 37, the plate 35 
may be rocked in relation to the plate 33 
to carry the outer sides of the plate 35 toward 
or away from the respective cup openings 
30 and 31. The outer sides of the plate 35 
are in close proximity to the wall of the cup 
27. Thus by rocking the plate 35 to carry 
the outer sides away from the plate 33 and 
toward the cup openings, the volume of the 
cup from the side of the plate 35 toward the 
cup openings in either of the compartments 
in the cup is reduced, and similarly rocking 
the plate 35 in the reverse direction, the vol 
ume is increased to the maximum of substan 
tially half of the volume of the cup 27 or that 
volume as defined in either of the two com 
partments on the opposite side of the divid 
ing plate 83. The desired compartment vol 
ume is retained after the plate 35 is rocked 
by running the lock nut 38 tightly against 
the end of the trunnion 28. 
The container 19 is preferably made of 

glass in order to make the contents visible 

it 
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from without. The contents normally drop 
through the open end of the container 19 into 
the hopper on the container housing 17. The 
measuring cup 27 is normally positioned 
to have an Opening thereof registering with 
the opening from the hopper into the housing 
17, as indicated in Fig. 4. Therefore, the pea 
nuts or other like articles to be vended from 
the container 19 drop from the hopper 

The end of the plate 35 toward 
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through the opening to fill the compartment 
of the cup 27 presented. By rocking the en 
tire cup 27, the wail of the cup comes around 
to close off the opening from the hopper and 
180 degrees of travel of the cup brings the 
filled compartment around to the underside 
position to have the opening of that filled 
compartment register with the opening 32 in 
the housing wall whereby the contents may 
flow by gravity from the compartment and 
slide down the inclined chute 39 to the spout 
40 which is secured to the bowl 11 and has a 
door 41 normally closed thereacross to arrest 
the travel of the peanuts discharging from 
the cup. By rocking the upper end of the 
door 41 inwardly toward the bowl, the lower 
part of the door is raised from the floor of 
the spout to permit the peanuts to slide on 
without. After the cup 27 has been revolved 
to the discharge position as just described, 
the other opening 31 in the cup 27 has been 
brought around to the upper position to regis 
ter with the opening in the hopper to be filled 
by gravity to be ready for another 180 degrees 
travel of the cup 27. 
The trunnion 29 projects beyond the end 

wall of the housing 17 and terminates in a 
squared or rectangular shaped end 42 which 
projects between the jaws in the inner end of 
the shank 49 which rotatably extends inward 
ly through the shell 12 from the outer hand 
operating wheel 50. 
A window 78 is provided in the bowl 11 at 

the level to display therethrough whereby the 
last coin employed is always visible from 
outside the bowl. Along the upper side of the 
cup housing 17 immediately under the hopper 
portion thereof I position the heating ele 
ments 79 and 80 as a means of heating the 
hopper walls and thus the peanuts, resting 
thereon as well as the peanuts in the upper 
half of the measuring cup 27. By so lo 
cating the heating elements the heating is 
applied to a Small volume only of the peaunts 
and to that volume which is next to be dis 
pensed. By so positioning these heating ele 
ments, the elements may be relatively small 
and hence the current consumption also is small. 

Referring again to the manner of holding 
the container 19 in place on the shell 12, the 
ring 20, is drawn down agaist the container 
19 by the small nuts on the ends of the bolts 
18, Fig. 4, and the lamp 21 is carried by a 
socket which is attached to the bar 84. This 
bar 84 has a hole drilled through it near each 
end, the holes being properly spaced apart to 
receive the upper end of the rods 18 there 
through which project upwardly beyond the 
bar. In shipping, a wing nut is run down on 
one of the rods 18 to hold the bar in place, but 
in use, the wing nut is discarded so that the 
lamp and its supporting bar may readily be 
lifted to permit filling of the container 19 
through the ring 20. The container 19 will 
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require internal washing or cleaning from . 
time to time, and to permit this cleaning, the 
ring 20 may be removed by taking off the re 
taining nuts on rods 18. The tube 22 projects 
upwardly through and beyond the ring 20, 
but the ring 20 is slotted about the tube 22 whereby the ring may be slipped laterally 
away from the tube and entirely removed 
from over the container so that the container 
may then be lifted upwardly over the lamp 
21 then hanging from the tube by the wires passed threadedly through one of the trun leading from the tube end to the lamp base or 
socket, all without having to disconnect the 
WeS. - 

While I have here shown and described my 
invention in the form as now best known to 
me, it is obvious that structural changes may 
be made without departing from the spirit 
of the invention, and I, therefore, do not de 
sire to be limited to that precise form, nor any 
more than may be required by the following 
claims. 
I claim: 
1. In a dispensing machine, a container, a 

cylindrical housing below the container hav 
ing an upper opening in communication with 
the container and having a lower opening, a 
cylindrical hollow cup revolvably carried 
within said housing by end trunnions car 
ried through the ends of the housing, said 
cup having two spaced apart openings 
through its side wall, a partition through 
the cup dividing it into two compartments 
to have one of said cup openings into one 
compartment and the other opening into the 
second compartment, a plate in each of said 
compartments having a free side adapted to 
be swung in close proximity over the wall 
of the cup, a tie between the plates in each 
compartment, a member engaged to said tie 
and screwthreadedly passed axially through 
one of said trunnions whereby the member 
may be revolved to Swing said plates, and a 
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lock nut on the tie for securing said member 
to the trunnions in selective positions the 
other end trunnion of the cup being flat 
tened, an operating wheel having a shank 
and means with jaws to engage the flattened 
trunnion for securing the shank to the trun 
nion whereby the cup is held while the plates 
are being adjusted. 

2. For a dispensing device, a measuring 
cup mounted on each trunnion, a central par 
tition plate through the cup, an adjusting 
plate bifurcated and straddling said parti 
tion plate to have part of the R 
on one side and the other part on the other 
side of the partition plate, and a member 
fixed to the adjusting plate and screw thread 
edly extending to without the cup through 
a trunnion, said member being so mounted 
as to transmit rotation thereof to said ad 
justing plate to revolve it about the parti 
tion plate to vary the effective filling volume 
of the cup simultaneously and equally on 

trunnion. 

of the rods therethrough, a lamp 

usting plate 

.3 

each side of said partition plate and a lock 
nut secured in the last member against the 
trunnion. . . . . . . . . . . . . - 

3. In a vending. device, a container, a 
measuring cup below the container rockably 
mounted on trunnions, a plate dividing the 
cup into two compartments, a second plate 
having an S-shaped bend cut away for a part 
of the length of the bend to form a slot by 
which half of the second plate is assembled 

70 

75 
above and half below the first plate, a serew - 
nions of the cup and engaging the second 
plate, a wing nut on the outer end of the 
screw and a lock-nut on the screw against the 

4. In a dispensing device, a base, a con 
tainer-open at both ends and supported by 
the base, a ring adapted to rest around the 
upper end of the container, retaining rods 

80 

85 
fixed by their lower ends and extending up 
through the container to pass through said 
ring, means engaging the rods to press the 
ring against the container, a bar resting 
across the ring and receiving the upper ends 
of the rods therethrough, a lamp base car 
ried by the bar, a tube extending through 
the container to have an upper end extend 
through said ring, said ring being slotted to 
be removably fitted about the tube, and wires 
extending from the tube end and secured to 
said lamp base. 

5. In a dispensing device, a base, a con 
tainer open at both ends and supported by 
the base, a ring adapted to rest around the CO 

upper end of the container, retaining rods 
fixed by their lower ends and extending up 
through the container to pass through said 
ring, means engaging the rods to press the 
ring against the container, a bar resting c5 
across the ring and receiving the RE ends 

aSe Car 

ried by the bar, a tube extending through the . 
through said ring, said ring being slotted to 
be removably fitted about the tube, and wires 
extending from the tube end and secured to 
said lamp base, a cap having a skirt adapted 
to fit over said ring and extend down over the 
upper end of said container a short distance, 
and a loop fixed to said ring adapted to ex 
tend through a slot in said cap to receive a 
lock therethrough externally of the cap to 
prevent withdrawal of the cap from over 
said ring. - 

6. In a dispensing device, a container open 
at top and bottom, a container supporting 

container to have an upper end extend 
l:0 

ilt; 

3 

member, a ring adapted to rest on the top of 
the container around its upper opening, a 
rod fixed by its lower end relative to said : 
member and extending up through the con 
tainer through the said ring, means on the 
ring for drawing it down against the con 
tainer, a loop or eye fixed to the ring, and 
a cap adapted to fit over the ring and having 
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a skirt extending below the ring a short dis 
tance around the container, said cap hav 
ing a slot therethrough to permit the said 
loop to extend outside of the cap to receive a 
lock thereon. - 

7. In a dispensing device, a base, a con 
tainer open at both ends and supported by 
the base, a ring adapted to rest around the upper end of the container, retaining rods 
fixed by their lower ends and extending up 
through the container and through the ring, 
a bar across the ring through which the 
rods pass, nuts on the rods to press the ring 
against the container, a cap having a skirt 
fitting over said ring and extending down 
over the upper end of the container, and 
means to lock the cap to the ring. - 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

CHARLES W. MABEY. 
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