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MOBILE STORAGE CABINETS
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Steel Equipment Corp., Brooklyn, N.Y., a corporation
of New York
Filed July 5, 1963, Ser. No. 292,871
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The present invention is directed to cabinets, particu-
larly those used in offices for filing correspondence and
similar folders and those used in stores, warehouses and
the like, for the storage of goods, and also in libraries for
containing books with adequate accessibility thereto.

In the prior art there had been devised a cabinet struc-
ture in which there was a plurality of rows of cabinets of
substantial height fixed on the floor. In the fromt there-
of a similar series of cabinets but lesser in number, were
mounted on the pair of rails on the floor, parallel to the
fixed row of cabinets, whereby the front row could be
shifted from side to side to alternately expose various
of the fixed cabinets for purpose of access. Such struc-
tures had a very substantial use but certain disadvantages
were inherent therein. Because of the size and weight
of the movable cabinets when loaded, it was necessary to
provide dollies carrying the same, said dollies being
mounted on the tracks. This introduced an element of
expense, and friction involved in the movement of the
dolly and cabinets rendered it difficult to slide such cabi-
nets into desired positions. Some such movable cabinets
were motorized, but this involved additional equipment
and expense, which should not be incurred.

The present invention is intended and adapted to over-
come the difficulties and disadvantages inherent in cabi-
nets for mobile storage, it being among the objects of the

invention to provide a compact, simple structure having 3

a relatively large capacity.

It is also among the objects of the present invention to
provide a structure of the type described in which access
to the fixed or rear cabinets is simple, and the movement
of the front cabinets is simple, not requiring any great
effort.

In practicing the invention, there is provided a frame
or cabinet in the rear of which are fixed a suitable num-
ber of rows of compartments, such rows being in aline-
ment laterally and vertically. Means are provided in the
compartments for the storage of various items. Such
means may be the ordinary file drawers or may be a spe-
cial type such as is described in applicant’s Patent No.
3,095,250, issued June 25, 1963, and entilted “Roller
Drawer Suspension Device.”

Vertical posts are provided between some or all of the
rear compartments serving as means for retaining hori-
zontal tracks. Such tracks are secured to the posts at
points between the vertical rows of compartments. There
is also provided a series of individual cradles in front of
the fixed rear cradles and hung on said tracks. The num-
ber of laterally movable cradles is less than the number
of fixed compartments in each of the horizontal rows of
compartments. Means are provided whereby said front
cradles may be readily mounted on the tracks, and further
means are provided for stabilizing the front cradles against
accidental displacement.

In the accompanying drawing constituting a part here-
of, and in which like reference characters indicate like
parts,

FIG. 1 is a top plan view of a structure embodying the
present invention, some parts being shown broken away
for clearness;

FIG. 2 is a front elevational view thereof, and

FIG. 3 is a transverse cross-sectional view greatly en-
larged, and taken along line 3—3 of FIG. 2 and showing
the details of the mounting of the cradles.
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The cabinet consists of a frame having a top 1, bottom
2 and sides 3. The sides extend to point 4 at the front
.of the frame, said front being generally open, but which
may be closed by doors or other means. :

A rear-set of compartments 5 in horizontal alinement
and also in vertical alinement, are fixed within the frame
or cabinet by any suitable means. The compartments
may have slidable drawers or rear cradles 6 having han-
dles 7, or they may preferably be the type disclosed and
claimed in the aforesaid patent of applicant.

Between adjacent compartments are vertical posts 8 ex-
tending from the rear 1 of the cabinet to a point 9 at the
front of said rear row and adapted to have secured
thereto a horizontal rail 10. Mobile individual cradles
11 are mounted on track 10 as set forth below. Referting
to FIG. 3, track 10 has a vertical lég 13 which is secured
to post 8 by screws 12 or other suitable means. The rail
also has a horizontal portion 14 with an upward retaining
bend 15.

Each cradle 11 has a vertical back 16 and a horizontal
bottom 16", At the upper edge of back 16, there is rear-
ward angular portion 17. Mounted thereon are a pair of
spaced rollers 18 and 18’. The rollers fit into the bend
portion 15 and are readily retained therein against acci-
dental displacement.

Below the upper row of cradles and between it and the
next lower row, is-a track 19 which is secured to post 8
by screw 28 or the like. Said track is identical with track
10, having a horizontal portion 21 and an upward bend
22. Extending downward from the lower rear corner of
cradle 11 is an inclined member 23 carrying rollers 24
and 24’, which contact the vertical leg of track 19. In
order to mount cradle 11 on the tracks, it is tilted until
rollers 18 and 18’ contact bend 15. Then the cradle is
allowed to move under gravity until rollers 24 and 24’
contact the vertical leg 19 of the track. Thereby the
cradle is stabilized and is readily movable laterally, with
a minimum of effort.

There are a number of advantages inherent in the pres-
ent invention as the structure is sturdy, yet is simple and
compact, giving easy accessibility to all of the several
cradles both front and back. To slide the cradles requires
a little effort in view of the fact that a single cradle may
be moved and the mounting facilitates the movement.
The rollers reduce friction and wear. The cradles are
readily removable, yet cannot be displaced by accident.
The cradles themselves may constitute the storage ele-
ments but various types of structures for holding the items
may be incorporated therein.

Although the invention has been described setting forth
a single embodiment of the invention, various changes in
the details of construction may be made within the spirit
of the invention. For instance, the cradles may be re-
placed by other types of structures to accomplish the same
results. The tracks need not be of the exact conforma-
tion shown in FIG. 3 but may be modified while still re-
taining the advantages thereof. These and other changes
in the details may be made without departing from the
principles of the invention, which is to be broadly con-
strued and not to be limited except by the character of
the claims appended hereto.

I claim:

1. A storage cabinet comprising a substantially vertical
frame having sides, a rear portion and an open front por-
tion, a plurality of rows of shelves in vertical and horizon-
tal alignment, said shelves being in the same vertical plane,
a plurality of rows of front cradles in vertical and hori-
zontal alignment and capable of individual lateral move-
ment in register with said shelves, there being a lesser
number of front cradles in each row than corresponding
shelves, horizontal tracks along the front of said frame
between the horizontal rows of shelves, rollers at top and
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bottom rear of said front cradles, said rollers fitted into
an adjacent pair of said tracks for lateral movement of
said front cradles.

2. A storage cabinet according to claim 1 wherein
there are drawers in said shelves slidable forwardly and
rearwardly.

3. ‘A storage cabinet comprising a substantially ver-
tical frame having sides, a rear portion and an open front
portion, a plurality of rows of rear cradles in vertical and
horizontal alignment, said rear cradles being in the same
vertical plane, drawers in said rear cradles slidable for-
wardly, a plurality of rows of front cradles in vertical and
horizontal alignment and capable of individual lateral
movement in register with said rear cradles, there being a
lesser number of front cradles in each row than corre-
sponding rear cradles, horizontal tracks along the front
of said frame between the horizontal rows of rear cradles,
rollers at top and bottom rear of said front cradles, said
rollers fitted into an adjacent pair of said tracks for lat-
eral movement of said front cradles, each of said tracks
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being L-shaped having a substantial vertical leg and a sub-
stantially horizontal leg, the top rollérs fitting onto said
horizontal leg, and the bottom rollers fitting onto said
vertical leg.
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