(No Model.) ’ : 2 Sheets—8heet 1.
C. A. KEATING. ‘
METHOD OF AND APPARATUS FOR RECORDING THE LOCATION AND

CHARACTER OF BUSINESS. ,
No. 486,192, _ Patented Nov. 15, 1892,

-

/Fiéresses

THE NORRIS PETERS CO., PHOTO-UITHO., WASHINGTON, D. €.




(No Model.) v o 2 Sheets—Sheet 2.

©C. A. KEATING. |
METHOD OF AND APPARATUS FOR RECGRDING. THE LOCATION AND
: CHARACTER OF BUSINESS.

No. 486,102, Patented Nov. 16, 1892.
DALLAS ‘,‘ ALBANY
/@*Medﬂd{ ‘“'"'| f?ﬂ%@y d/;:i%p;;t arre
| ,
l
KOS55E | DUBLIN
T fores St '%:;;jf ﬂsz
MERIDIAN | WAL O
7/_@/0“« ﬂ&z&;ﬂ:ﬁ S s 7/24/7/‘ 7;;&4{%
lE

HiZresses A - Lreventor

%@ 4%(%@

THE NORRIS PETERS GO, PHOTOWATHO., WASHINGTON, D. C.




I0

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE,

CECIL A. KEATING, OF DALLAS, TEXAS.

METHOD OF AND APPARATUS FOR RECORDING THE LOCATION AND CHARACTER OF BUSINESS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 486,192, dated November 15, 1892,
Application filed March 16,1892, Serial No,425,124, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatI, CECIL A. KEATING, of the
city and county of Dallas, and State of Texas,
have invented a new and useful Method and
Apparatus for Recording the Location and

Charaecter of Business which is Scattered Qver’

a City or any Large Section of Country; and

I do hereby declare that the following is a

full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, which will enable others.to make and
use the same. .

In a business of the kind referred to it is
especially necessary that the most perfect sys-
tem shall be followed or great loss and ex-
pense will unavoidably oceur by reason of
overlooking accounts which should be collect-

ed by sending several agents over the same

ground or by an employé making several trips

‘to perform the work which should have been

completed in his first, and also in many other
ways too numerous to mention. To avoid
these difficulties, I make nse of the method
and apparatus illustrated by the accompany-
ing drawings, in which— ‘

Figure 1 represents a map of the districtin
which the business is located. Fig. 2 shows

.an ordinary account-book in which the proper

entries are made, and Fig. 3 shows a number
of indieating-pins of various forms which are
used for marking locations on the map.
Similarletters refer to similar partsthrough-
out the several views. .
The map A may represent any city, State,
or other section of country, and will show all

the towns, railroads, and in case of a city the

streets,so that any point therein may be read-
ily located, and it should be fixed to a board
or other backing which will properly retain
the indicating-pins B, which are to be stuck
therein for the purpose of marking any de-
sired point. o

Whenever a business house has ceollections
to be made at any point in its field of opera-
tions, one of the pins will be stuck into the
map at the proper town, a separate pin being
inserted for each account or other item of
business at that place, and an account will be
opened with that town in theregister C,show-
ing the person from whom the money is due;
or, in lieu of these, it may simply refer to the
number of the account, which has been prop-

erly filed, where it can be readily found. - In
this way any part of the territory will finally
become studded with the indicating-pins, and
it will then be necessary to send an agent to
make collections. By any of the ordinary
methods of book-keeping it would now beneec-
essary for the collection-clerk to go all through
his books and ledgers to prepare a list for the
collector, in. doing which many accounts
would probably be overlooked and many oth-
ers placed on the list which are Iocated at
such points that they cannot be reached con-
veniently or economically during the trip
which is about to be made. By the use of
my method and apparatus no such mistakes
will occur, for the clerk will simply look at
the map, and after marking out the ground
which the collector is to cover he has only to
observe the towns where the pins are stuck
and turn to his register, which is properly in-
dexed, and find out just what account isindi-
cated by each pin. In this way nothing ean
escape notice, and it is unnecessary to waste
time in looking up those- places in which
there are no pins, and it will also be impos-
sible to send more than one man over the

same district. Upon the return of the col--

lector he will report as to each of the claims
given him for collection, and any failure to
report on any claim will be at once noted.
After an account is settled the pin represent-
ing it is drawn, and the condition of the map
will always indicate to the manager when it
is necessary to make the trip again. By the
use of pins of different colors or patterns it will
be possible to use the same map toindicatethe
condition of various kinds of business. For
example, a white pin might represent a bill
to be collected and a black pin an inquiry for
prices on goods to be sold. In ome case the
white pin would be notice to the collector
and the black pin would indicate that a sales-
man should be sent. Different pins may in-
dicate calls for different kinds of goods, so
that only the salesman having charge of that
class of goods would call, and almost any fact
or condition necessary to be considered by
the manager of the house will be apparent to
him upon a simple inspection of the map, and
he will thus be able to control with perfect
accuracy a large business with the least pos-
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sible mental effort and without that constant
reference to the books which would be una-
:'o_ldable with the usnal methods and uncer-
ain.

_ Where pins of different kinds are used to
indicate different facts or conditions, it may
be convenient to stick a pin of each kind in
the margin of the map and write opposite
thereto what is represented by such pin; but
this is not absolutely essential, as such infor-
mation may be carried in the mind.

My method and apparatus are applicable
to a great variety of purposes. The map and
pins may be used to represent collections,
business done or to be done, goods sent out
as samples, advertisements placed or to be

‘placed at any point, and in the case of cities

the location of fire-boxes, water-plugs, gas-
lights, electric lights, &e.,and also where they
are needed or where repairs are called for,
and upon reference to the registerall the de-
tails with relation to any of these can be at
once obtained.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. The method of recording the location of
any object or business, which consists in re-
movably attaching an indicator to a map at
the proper locality and opening an account
in a suitable book or register in the name
of such locality, which aceount specifies all
the facts necessary to be known in order to
properly attend to the business recorded, sub-
stantially as set forth.

2. The method of recording the location of
any object or business, and also the identity

486,192

or character thereof, which consists in remov-
ably attaching an indicator of the kind cal-
culated to show sueh facts to a map at the 4o
proper locality and opening an account in a
suitable book or register in the name of such
locality, which account specifies all the facts
necessary to be known in order to properly
attend to the business recorded, substantially 45
as set forth. '

3. In an apparatus for recording the loca-
tion of any object or business, the combina-
tion, with asuitable map mounted on a board,
of indicating-pins adapted to be stuck into 50
the map to mark a locality and a register in
which an account is opened with the locality
marked and showing all the facts necessary
to be known inregard to the matter so located,
substantially as set forth. 55

4. In an apparatus for recording the loca-
tion of any object or business, and also the
identity or character thereof, the combina-
tion, with a suitable map mounted on a board,
of indicating-pins distinguishable from each 60
other and each kind being made to repre-
sent certain predetermined facts in regard
to the object located on the map,and a regis-
ter in which an account is opened with the
locality marked and showing all the facts nec- 65
essary to be known in regard to the matter so
located, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

CECIL A. KEATING.
Witnesses:

E. M. DAWSON,
W ., DE LACY.




