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(57) Abstract: A communication system comprises: a
plurality of slave units each of which acquires meter-
reading data representative of a usage amount, in a de-
mander's house, of media supplied from a provider; and
a master unit that uses wired communications to ac-
quire the meter-reading data from each slave unit. The
communication system further comprises a portable ter-
minal apparatus (maintenance terminal) that performs
the transmissions/receptions of data to/from at least a
first one of the plurality of communication apparatuses
(the plurality of slave units and the master unit). When
the portable terminal apparatus performs the transmis-
sions/receptions of data to/from the first communica-
tion apparatus, a second communication apparatus,
which is different from the first communication appar-
atus, uses a wired communication network, which is es-
tablished among the plurality of communication appar-
atuses, to communicate with the first communication
apparatus, and further, the second communication ap-
paratus performs a wireless communication with the
portable terminal apparatus. In this way, the second
communication apparatus relays the transmissions/re-
ceptions of data between the portable terminal apparat-
us and the tirst communication apparatus.
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