C. A. PERTSCH.

DISAPPEARING TABLE ATTACHMENT FOR BEDS,
ARPLICATION FILED JUNE 12, 1514,

1,233,502, . | Patented July 17, 1917,
Fig s ¢ g 5
o i / o 4
A ;‘l;“..w i ] - /él |
e Y MITIVINRIRRRILARY

BN NN

gn uen{”ot :

aﬁﬁ ﬂm@ﬂl"«sc@

. al'to:uctﬁfi.



10

20

UNITED STATES PATENT

OFFICE.

' CHARLES A. PERTSCH, OF BALTIMORE, MARYLAND.

DISAPPEARING TABLE ATTACHMENT FOR BEDS.

1,233,502.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented July 17, 1917,

. AppHeation filed June 12,1914, Serial No, 844,761

To all whom it may concern: : ‘
Be it known that I, Cmarres A. PErrscH,
a citizen of the United States, residing at

Baltimore, in the county of Baltimore City,

State of Maryland, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Disappear-

ing Table Attachments for Beds; and I do

hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others gkilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same. - : 5

This invention relates to devices for the
use of invalids and convalescents, particu-
larly to a table attachment for beds, and has
for its object the provision of a novel ver-
tically adjustable table which may be moved
to extend over the bed for use and which
may be moved downwardly and swung un-
der the bed to be entirely concealed from
view. :
" An important object is the provision of a

* device of this character provided with novel
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means whereby it may be clamped upon a
bed rail of any cross section, the clamp be-
ing deformable to adapt jteelf to different
contours. '

Another object is the provision of a device
of this character which will be neat in ap-
pearance, simple and inexpensive in manu-
facture, efficient and durable in use and a
general improvement of the art.

Other objects and advantages will become
apparent in the course of the following de-
seription taken in conjunction with the ac-
companying illustrative drawing, in which,

Figure 1 is a cross sectional view through
a fragment of a bed showing my device ap-
plied to the rail thereof and extending over
the bed for use as a table. :

Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the de-
vice 1n section and shown under the bed,

Fig. 3 is a cross sectional view through
the device above the bed rail, and

Fig. 4 is a detail view of the clamp de-
tached, showing it deformed.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ing, the numeral 5 designates a side rail of
a bed which in the present instance is shown
as being L-shaped in cross section, this being
a common form. ‘

My device is adapted to be secured upon
the rail 5 and comprises a tray 6 rigidly se-
cured at one end upon a horizontally extend-
ing arm 7 formed on a vertical rod 8. The
rod 8 is disposed within a tubular sleeve

9 and may be clamped at any desired posi-
tion in relation thereto by a clamping screw
10 extending. through the sleeve 9 and en-
gaging the Tod 8. At its lower end the
sleeve 9 extends through an opening 11
formed in a horizontally disposed arm 12
forming part of an L-shaped bracket 13 and
is clamped in vertically adjusted positions
relatively thereto by a clamping screw 14
passing through the arm 12 and engaging

the sleeve 9. The bracket 13 further com- .

prises a vertically extending arm 15 pro-
vided with a central opening 16..

In order that the parts just described
may be sectired upon the rail 5, I provide a
novel clamp designated as a whole by the
numeral 17 and comprising a base plate 18
having link sections hinged thereto as shown
at 19 and designated as a whole by the nu-
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merals 20 and 21. Each of the link sections

20 and 21 are hingedly -connected with a
plurality of similar sections 22 hingedly se-
cured to each other and the ends of said link
sections are connected together by means of
the pins as shown at 23, the link sections
tightly engaging the pins so that some effort
must be expended to move said sections on
their pivotal connections. The uppermost
section 22 of the link section 20 is pro-
vided with a screw threaded extension 24
adapted to be engaged within an opening 25
formed in the uppermost section 22 of the
link section 21 and to be secured therein by
a clamping nut 26. Secured upon the base
section 18 1s a downwardly extending trun-
nion 27 which extends through the opening
16 in the arm 15 of the bracket 13 and is
prevented from withdrawal therefrom by a
collar 28. '

My device is attached to the bed rail by
positioning the clamp 17 upon the rail 5
with the Iink sections 20 and 21 encircling
the rail and as the link sections are almost
rigidly connected they will snugly fit around
the said rail. By virtue of the fact that the
link sections 20 and 21 are formed of a plu-
rality of hinged sections, the link sections
will conform to whatever cross section the
rail may be, as will be obvious. The exten-
sion 24 is then passed through the opening
95 and the nut 26 is screwed upon the ex-
tension to clamp the link sections upon the
rail. The bracket 13 will then be supported
securely. By loosening the clamping screw
14, the sleeve 9 may be moved upwardly
through the arm 12 to as great a height as
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hecessary after which the screw 14 is again
tightened. By loosening the clamping screw
10 the rod 8 may be moved vertically to
bring the tray 6 at the proper height, after
which the screw 10 is tightened.

When the-tray 6 is at the proper height,

and disposed over the bed it forms a suitable

table for supporting dishes, etc., while tle

occupant of the bed is being fed, and for
supporting books and the like or any other
desired articles. When it is desired to dis-
continue the use of the table, the screw 10
is Ioosened and the tray 6 1s swung out-
wardly so that it will be free from the bed,
whereupon the rod 8 ig allowed' to' descend
into the sleeve 9, after which the screw 14

- 1s loosenet and' the sleeve 9 fowered througly
‘the opening 11 in the arm 12 until the

tray
is sufficiently low that it may pass under the
bed. "By virtue of the revolubility of the
bracket 13 wpon: the trunniow 27, the entire
device may be swung to a position with the

~tray 6 disposed out of view and below the

bed rail as clearly shown in’ Fig. 2. »
From the' foregoing description and a

study of the drawing, it will be apparent

_that T have thus provided a novel and eff-

© cletit table' attachment for beds' which may
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be quickly and easily swung over the bed
to serve as a table and which may be readily
lowered and swung under the bed to be en-
tirely out of the way.

It will be readily understood that I ve-
serve the right to make various changes in
the form, construction and arrangement of
parts- without departing from the spirit of
the invention orlimiting the scope of the
subjoined claim.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim: ‘

In a table attachment for beds a clamping
member consisting of a series of hingedly
connected sections, means detachably ~con-
necting the end sections of the clamp, a
trunnion fixed to and extending at right an-
gles from one of the intermediate sections, a
brackét arm provided at one end witly g
transverse bearing rotatably receiving the
trunnion, and a tray adjustably supported
at the opposite end of said arm.

In testimony whereof T affix my signature,
i the presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES A. PERTSCH.

Witnesses:

Diavin H. Luccnzsr, Jr.,
Avorerus C. Romreg,

Copies of this patent may be' obtained for five' cerits each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
: S : Washington, D; ¢.””
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