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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 551,013, dated December 10, 1895. 
Application filed March 22, 1895, 

To all whon, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, PETER SPOHN VAN 

WAGNER, a citizen of the Dominion of Canada, 
residing at Stony Creek, in the county of 
Wentworth, in the Province of Ontario, Can 
ada, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Holdbacks for Thills; and 
I do hereby declare that the following is a 
full, clear, and exact description of the con 
Struction of the same. 
The invention relates to such improvements 

in holdbacks for thills as will possess the 
advantages of quick adjustment of the hold 
back-straps and instant releasement, so con 
Structed as not to rattle, and, while possess 
ing lightness and strength combined, is so 
formed as to prevent a horse's tail from be 
ing caught in the hook, and in case of a horse 
becoming unmanageable, breaking the shafts, 
and running away the peculiar construction 
of the improved holdback-hook allows the 
holdback-strap to be released from the thills 
and frees the horse entirely from the vehicle, 
which is much better than if entangled with 
it and Striking against his heels and endan 
gering him and causing danger to otherhorses 
and Vehicles. 
My invention consists in a frame of brass 

Or cast malleable iron having an elongated 
hook, With an open space under the hook, 
somewhat larger, in which is an oscillating 
block operated upon by a flat spring pressing 
it upward against the breeching-strap ring at 
all points along the hook and also closing the 
Space under the point of the hook and there 
by preventing the horse's tail from catching 
into the hook. 
By reference to the accompanying draw 

ings, forming part of this specification, Figure 
1 is a side elevation of my invention. Fig. 2 
is a view of the under side. Fig. 3 is a side 
view of the latch detached. Fig. 4 is a top 
View of the same. 
In the dra Wings, A represents the outside 

frame, having a hook C, as shown, and an 
Opening b under the hook, somewhat longer 
than the hook itself; also, two openings for 
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screws C to fasten it to the thills B and two 
openings d for the ends of the flat spring C 
to pass through. 
D is a block, of irregular curved form, as 

shown detached at Figs. 3 and 4, and provided 
with a curved bottom and top, as shown, and 
also two projections ee on thesides, which are 
placed in corresponding recessed lugs ff on 
the inside of the frameA, as shown in Fig. 2. 
The flat steel spring Cisplaced under the said 
block, its ends passing through openings did 
and resting in square-shaped recesses on the 
top of the frame A, which holds the said 
block up to its place and pushes it against 
the hook when the breeching-strap ring his 
Withdrawn, yet allowing the ring to be easily 
inserted under the point of the hook as the 
block yields and Oscillates to admit it, and 
when drawn to the rear of the hook it is held 
there by the upward pressure of the spring C 
against the block until a forward movement 
of the breeching-strap withdraws the ring, 
which releases easily from the hook and is just 
as easily and quickly replaced. 
gg are curved openings in the lower part 

of the frame A, by which dust may have a 
means of exit. 
Having thus described my device and its 

advantages, What I claim as my invention, 
and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is 
A holdbackforthills consisting of a hollow 

frame having internal recessed lugs, an elon 
gated curved hook on the top of the frame 
an open space under the hook, an Oscillating 
block having gudgeons sliding in the re 
cessed lugs of the frame, and a flat spring 
Without rivets set into recesses in the frame 
and made to press upward on the block to 
cause it to fill the space under the hook, so 
as to leave no projection for a horse's tail to 
catch into, all substantially as specified. 
Dated at Hamilton, Ontario, this 21st day 

of February, 1895. 
P. S. WAN WAGNER, 

In presence of 
WM. BRUCE, 
W. HERMAN. 
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