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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ELISHA E. EvERITT, 

of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, have invented 
a new and useful Improvement in Folding 
Ladders, of which the following is a specifica 
tion: . 
The object 

ing the escape of occupants of the upper rooms 
of buildings during a conflagration. 

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is 
a front view of my improved folding ladder; 
Fig. 2, a modification of the same; and Figs. 
3, 4, and 5, enlarged views, illustrating the 
mode of securing the wooden rungs to the wire 
ropes of the ladder. . 

In Fig. 1, AA represent the rungs of the 
ladder, and B the wire ropes, which are flexi 
ble enough to permit the folding of the ladder 
into comparatively small compass. The wire 
ropes, moreover, are better calculated to re 
sist the effects of heat and abrasion than those 
of hemp or other fiber, and are more durable. 
The method which I prefer of securing the 

ropes to the rungs will be best understood by 
reference to Figs. 3 and 4. Holes larger in 
diameter than the ropes are bored through 
the rungs, one near each end of the same, and 
a rope from an upper rung is passed downward 
through one of the holes of a lower rung, as 
indicated by the arrow 1, Fig. 3; then bent 
upward round one-half of the rung, as shown 
by the arrow 2; again downward through the 
hole, and then upward and round the other 

of my invention is to make a 
cheap and strong folding ladder for facilitat 

half of the rung, as shown by the arrow 3, and 
passed a third time downward through the 
hole to the rung below, to which the rope is 
attached in the same manner. 

Instead of boring holes for the reception of 
the rope through the rungs, the latter may be 
slotted at the opposite ends, as shown in Fig. 5. 
A suitable anchor or anchors, D, should be 

connected to the highest rung, or to the up 
per ends of the ropes, for securing the ladder 
to the window-sill or other object. 
The ladder shown in Fig. 2 consists of a 

single wire-rope combined with short rungs, 
to which the rope is secured in the manner . 
described above. - ? 

For additional security I coat or impreg 
nate the Wooden rungs with tungstate of soda, 
or equivalent composition, which will have 
the effect of rendering the rungs fire-proof, or 
at least capable of resisting the action of fire 
for a considerable period. 

I claim as my invention- . . . . . . . . . . 
The combination, in a folding ladder, of a 

rope or ropes, B, with rungs A, having holes 
or slots, through which and round the rung 
the rope is caused to pass, in the manner de 
scribed. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

ELISHA E. EVERITT. Witnesses: 
HERMANNMOESSNER, 
HARRY SMITH. 

  


