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5 Claims. (Cl. 46-43) 

This invention relates to a game and more particularly 
to a game of the gravity runway type which is sometimes 
known as a marble coaster. 
An object of the invention is to provide a marble 

coaster toy consisting of a base having a plurality of in 
clined runways which may be supported one on the 
other and upon which marbles or balls may ride under 
the force of gravity, falling from one runway to the 
other until the lowermost has been reached. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a toy of 

the marble game type wherein the relationship between 
the various runways may be changed, thus providing an 
educational element of an entertaining type which may 
be readily taken apart and assembled in different rela tionships. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a toy 
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of the knock-down type which when disassembled may 
be packed in a relatively small container. 
A more specific object of the invention is to form the 

individual runways of a marble toy so that they serve 
not only their prime purpose of providing a runway but 
additionally constitute means for holding the runways to 
gether. 
With these and other objects in view, the invention 

consists of certain novel features of construction as will 
be more fully described and particularly pointed out in 
the appended claims. 

In the accompanying drawings: 
Figure 1 is a top view of the preferred form of the 

invention; 
Figure 2 is a partial perspective view of one end of 

the base; 
Figure 3 is a front elevational view thereof; 
Figure 4 is a detached perspective view of two runways 

about to be assembled; 
Figure 5 is a top view of an alternative method of as 

sembling the runways; 
Figure 6 is a side view of a modified form of runways 

which are assembled in a different manner; 
Figure 7 is a sectional view taken on lines 7-7 of 

Figure 6; and 
Figure 8 is a perspective view of still another form of 
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runway, utilizing the principles shown in the preferred 
embodiment of Figures 1-4. 

In proceeding with the invention, I provide a plurality 
of marble runways of identical construction which are 
provided with means that will effect interengagement 
therebetween. These runways may be formed from any 
suitable material and consist of a trough which may as 
sume various shapes. The runways are supported on a 
base structure adapted to receive at least one of them, 
and with the utilization of multiple bases a variety of 
forms may be built so as to provide an educational ele 
ment to the device. 

Referring now more particularly to Figures 1 to 4 in 
the drawing, the marble game comprises a base element 
generally designated 10 which has formed therein a 
marble receiving recess 11 that is divided in two parts, 
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12 being a storage portion and 13 being a portion hav 
ing a gently inclined bottom surface that will feed the 
marbles to the storage section. To feed marbles to the 
section. 13, a guiding trough 14 is formed at one end of 
the base to open into the section 13 and has an inclined 
surface 14 at the end thereof directly below a marble 
discharge point. The base 10 is provided with an up 
standing wall 15 and a lip 16 on the surface thereof. 
Within the wall 15, the top of which is on a plane higher 
than the top of the lip 16, there is disposed a recess 17 
and within the lip 16 is disposed a recess 18 which are 
designed for the reception of the runways, as will herein 
after appear. Each of the runways generally designated 
20 may be of identical form and comprise a generally 
semi-circular trough section 21 which has extending 
therefrom a stepped dowel 22. Extending from one side 
of the semi-circular section 21 is a channeled strip 23 
that terminates in a lip 24, the channel section 23 being 
a continuation of the semi-circular trough 21. As will 
be seen by referring to Figure 3, the elongated channel 
23 is inclined to extend at an acute angle to the axis of 
the dowel 22 so that a marble when placed within the 
semi-circular section 21 may roll to the inclined trough 
23 and therealong to drop upon the runway beneath it 
at a similar semi-circular section 21, and so forth, the 
marble eventually dropping off a channel 23 into re 
cesses 14, 13, 12. The runways are adapted to be de 
tachably secured one to the other and to this end are 
provided with a recess 25 into which the reduced end 
22 of the dowel 22 is adapted to fit, the stepped portion 
limiting the amount of insertion. 

In assembling the marble game, as shown in Figure 3, 
it will be apparent that the first runway 20 is assembled 
to the base 10 by placing the dowel portion 22' into the 
recess 18 with the elongated channel 23 being placed 
on a rest 27 (see Figure 2) near the end thereof. In 
this position a marble going down the channeled strip 
23 will fall off the end thereof and into a recess 14 
that joins with the recess 13. The next runway 20a is 
seated into the recess 17 with the channel strip thereof 
extending above the semi-circular portion 21 of the run 
way 20, the lip 24 thereof engaging into the recess of 
the semi-circular channel 21 to prevent lateral move 
ment of the runway. The marble game may be built 
up to any height by merely adding additional runways 
20b, 20c, etc., in the succession just described. 
To provide additional educational features, two bases 

10 may be employed as shown in Figure 5. When two 
bases are employed in this manner, two separate marble 
games will result and two individual starts at points A 
and B must be made. Additionally, it may be appreci 
cated that a continuous marble run can be provided with 
two bases and spacer blocks may be added between the 
dowels 22 of the runways so as to gain proper height for 
the runways 20 between these two bases. 

In Figures 6 and 7, I have shown still another modified 
form of assembling the runways to each other, there be 
ing shown here a semi-circular trough portion 121 
which is provided with a semi-circular depending lip 122 
which defines a seat 122". The lip 122 is adapted to 
grasp the outside edges 120' of the circular trough 121 
so that the units may be stacked, the top of the trough 
121 resting in seat 122". An elongated channel 123, 
which is a continuation of recess 121, extends from one 
side of the trough 21 and is inclined downwardly from 
the trough 121. Additionally, it will be noted that the 
under side of the semi-circular channel portion 121 is 
provided with a cut-out portion 125 so that the end of 
a delivering elongated channel strip 123 may pass into 
the semi-circular channel section 121. 

In Figure 8 I have shown a semi-circular runway hav 
ing a marble track 223 which is connected to a dowel 
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section 222 by a bridge portion 226. The dowel section 
222 is substantially similar to the dowel section 22 pre 
viously described and has a stepped portion 222' and a 
recess 225. The curved marble track 223 is closed at 
one end 221 and terminates at the other end in a de 
pending lip 224. Several of these runways may be ar 
ranged on a supporting base (not shown) one above the 
other (not shown) with the axis of the dowels extending 
coaxial and the tracks arranged to surround said axis. 
Each runway is oriented on an incline to extend at an 
acuate angle to the axis of dowel 222 and with the lip 
224 of an upper track extending above the closed end 
of the runway beneath (not shown) and engaged there 
with so as to removably secure the runways to each 
other and whereby the marble may be led from one run 
way to the other. - 

. I claim: 
1. A marble game comprising a base, spaced support 

means on said base, elongated runways removably en 
gaged with each of said support means, said runways 
and support means co-operating to position the runways 
on different elevations and in inclined relation, means 
integral with each of the runways formed at one end 
thereof and rotatably engageable with another runway 
or with said support means to removably fasten the run 
ways to each other and the base in stacking relation 
ship, said runways being laterally movable relative to 
each other, one runway being located to discharge into 
another runway so that freely movable objects are 
adapted to roll along the runways from one to another 
and be discharged from the lowermost runway on to the 
base, said runways each having an elongated guide groove 
portion with a depending lip at one end thereof project 
ing into the guide groove of the lower adjacent runway 
whereby to secure said runways against relative lateral 
movement thereof. 

0 

5 

20 

25, 

30 

35 

4. 
2. A marble game as in claim 1 wherein the support 

means on said base comprise a circular recess and the 
means integral with the runways comprises a dowel pin 
extending from one side thereof and a recess opening 
from the opposite side thereof. 

3. A marble game as in claim 1 wherein the guide 
grooves of the runways are each provided with a semi 
circular groove portion at the end opposite the lip end 
with said lip projecting downwardly from the elongated 
groove portion to enter the semi-circular groove portion 
of the runway below. 

4. A marble game as in claim 1 wherein each of the 
support means on said base comprises a recess and the 
means integral with the runways comprises a dowel af 
fixed to each runway and provided with a circular recess 
in the upper end thereof, each runway having a semi-cir 
cular guide groove portion about the dowel fixed thereto, 
a dowel entering the circular recess beneath it in the 
upper end of another dowel and the lower dowel entering 
a recess in said base so that the runways are secured to 
said base and to each other in the said stacked relation. 

5. A marble game as in claim 1 wherein each run 
way has a semi-circular guide groove portion at one end 
thereof, said runways being stacked on said base one 
upon the other in two stacks with the elongated guide 
groove portions of the runways of one of said stacks ex 
tending toward the semi-circular guide groove portions 
of the runways of the other of said stacks. 
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