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(54) Title: IMPROVED PATIENT/NURSE CALL SYSTEM

(57) Abstract

A patient/nurse call system (10) for a hospital includes patient stations (18) capable of generating hospital calls and a remote master
station (32) which prioritizes and stores the calls. Hall units (28) outside patient rooms (14) identify the rooms (14) from which the calis
originate and the type of call. Each patient station (18) allows selective retrieval and display of unanswered calls, and the system (10)
further permits audio interconnection between any two of the stations (18, 32). Nurse-worn badges (26) transmit pulse-coded infrared
signals which are received by receivers (121) at the patient stations (18) and in response, the system (10) generates identity and location
signals which are stored at the master station (32). The nurse location and identity information may also be retrieved and displayed at any
patient station (18). Receipt of a nurse’s (11) infrared signal at a room station (18) automatically cancels a patient call originating from
the room (14) and display thereof by the respective hall unit (28), while actuating a display (122) to indicate nurse (11) presence. Bed
monitoring units (149) also interconnect to the patient stations (18) to generate signals related to bed status.
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1. D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. l:' Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box I Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
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As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all
searchable claims.
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As all searchable claims could be searches without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additional fee.
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As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

»

. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
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Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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1. Claims 1-12,25,47,48: Locating system for nurses.
2. Claims 13-15,32,34,35: Hospital bed monitoring unit.
3. Claims 16-24,26-31,33,36-46,49-54: Patient calling and com-

munication system with hall stations displaying the existence of

a patient call.

The first special technical feature of the first invention is:
Locating of nurses comprising infrared transmitters and
receivers.

According to rule 13 PCT non unity a priori is detected for
invention two which mainly deals with a hospital bed monitoring
unit and for invention three which mainly deals with a patient
calling and communication system, comprising hall stations
displaying the existence of a patient call.

As a result there is no technical link between the three inven-

tions.

Form PCT/ISA/206 (extra sheet) (July 1992)
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