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The presentinvention relates generaly to closure and 
carrier means and is more specifically related to meanS 
for packaging and merchandising goods in bags. 
Many devices have been proposed for packaging and 

merchandisingbaggedgoods including many bag closure 
devices,and many devices for Supporting and carrying 
bags,For the most part,however,the known devices 
have been relatively complicated and expensive to make 
and use,have required special fastener devices and Spe 
cial machine operations,and furthermore,have not been 
reusableinthe sense that once the bagis opened it can 
not be safelyclosed or restored to its original unopened 
condition. Fortheseandotherreasons the known devices 
have not been entirely satisfactory. 
The foregoing and other disadvantages of the Known 

devicesare overcome bythepresentinvention which com 
prisesabaghavinga body with Sealededges,a closurefor 
the bagformed by a folded down flap portion of one or 
more ofthe bagwalsadjacentto the open Side edgethere 
of,said flap portion having opposed end edges attached 
to the sealed side edges of the bag body,and a carrier 
device including a foldable member having one portion 
whichis adapted to be positioned between the folded 
downfapportionandthe bag body,andanotherportion 
foldableagainst said one portion about the folded down 
fiap portion,said other portion having means ?ereon 
cooperatingwith said one portion to maintain Said Car 
rierdeviceinfolded condition and to Support the bag, 

Aprincipal object of the present invention is to Pro 
vide improved means for packaging and merchandising 
bagged goods. - 

Another object is to provide inexpensive means for 
closingand carryinga bag, • 
Anóther objectis to simplify the construction of bag 

merchandising meanS. 
Anotherobjectistoprovide a resuable bagclosure and 

carrier device. 
Another objectis to provide improved closure means 

for a bag. 
Another object is to reduce waste and piferage of 

baggedgoods. - - 

Silanotherobjectisto eiminatealneedfor auxiary 
fastener devices such as staples and the ike from mer 
chandise display bagS… 
Theseand other objects and advantages of the present 

inventionwil become apparent after consideringthe fol 
1owing detailed description of Several preferred embodi 
mentsin conjunction with the accompanyingdraWing, 

In the drawings: 
FIG.1 is an elevational view of a bag constructed to 

be used accordingto the presentinvention; 
FIG.2 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view on ine 

2?2 of FIG. 1 which,when considered with FIG,1, 
shows the bag to be open; 
FIG.3isafragmentary cross-sectional view similar to 

FIG.2 butshowingthe bag closedinstead of open; 
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2 
FIG.4is an elevational view of a closure and carrier 

deviceforusewith the bagofFIGS.1—3,the device being 
Showninitsfiat unfolded condition; 
FIG.5is an end view of the closure and carrier device 

of FIG.4,the device beingshownfolded; 
FIG.6is a fragmentary cross-Sectional view Showinga 

bag and a carrier and closure device therefor assembled 
according to the present invention; 
FIG,7 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view similar 

to FIG.2 showinga modified form of bagin open condi 
tion; 
FIG.8 is a fragmentary cross-Sectionalview ofthe bag 

of FIG. 7,the bag being shown in closed condition; 
FIG,9is a fragmentary perspective view showing the 

modified bag of FIGS.7 and 8 assembled with a closure 
and carrier device;and 
FIG. 10 is a fragmentary cross-Sectional view taken on 

line10?19 ofFIG.9,the closure andcarrier device being 
Shown Supporting the bag on a display rod. 

Referring to the drawing by reference numbers,the 
number 20 refers to a bag constructed according to the 
presentinvention. The bag23 has fiexible walls 22 and 
24 which are connected together along opposite Side edges 
or Seams26 and28 and along bottom edge 39. The side 
and bottom edges also can be provided with gussets such 
as the guSSet 32(FIG,1) for increased capacity,if de 
sired. 
The top of the wall24is provided with a closure fap 

34 which may be integral,as shown,or applied in any 
Suitable manner. The flap 34 extends the ful width of 
theebag and has its ends 26a and 28a attached to the 
asSociated side edges or side seams26 and 28 of the bag 
20. In FIG.2 the bag20is shown with the closure flap 
34 folded down adjacent to the outside Surface of the 
Wail 24 thereby providing an open entrance 36 to the 
bag20,In FiG,3the fiap 34is folded over the entrance 
36 to a position adjacent the wall22 thereby closing the 
bag20. Changing from the open to the closed condition 
is accomplished quickly andeasily byinserting the thumbs 
or index fingers in the Space betWeen the ends of the 
cloSure flap 34 and the adjacent bag Wal and reversing 
the position thereof by a Simple wrist movement. 
A closure and carrier member 38(FiGS.4 and 5)is 

installed on the bag 20 when the bag is in the closed 
condition(FIG,3),The member 38 is formed of a 
piece of cardboard or Similar bindable material and is 
constructed having a tuck portion 4@ which is approxi 
mately as long aS the bagis wide and approximately as 
wide as the closure fiap 34,The member 38 also has a 
body portion 42 whichis the Same length as the member 
40 and which is connected to the tuck portion 40 along a 
fold line 44. A third portion 46 of the member 38 is 
attached to the portion 42 on the opposite side thereof 
from the portion 40 and isin the same plane as the por 
tion42,The third portion 46 has a hole 48 therethrough 
and one or more bendable tabS 50 are formed therein 
adjacent to the junction between the portions 42 and 
46. The tabs50 have freeendsformedinthe portion42, 
and the tabS50 are formed integral with the portion 46. 
When the portion 40 is folded to a position adjacent to 
the portion 42(FIG,5)the free edge thereof is posi 
tioned under the tabs50 and adjacent the body 42 andin 
this wayis maintained in folded condition. 

In FIG.6the closure and carrier member38 is shown 
attached to the bag20,and the bagis Shown Suspended 
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on a display rod 52,This is done by closing the bag 
2@ as shown in FIG.3 and inserting the tuck portion 49 
of the member 38 in the Space betWeen the cloSure fiap 
34and the Wall22. The portion42is then folded against 
the closureflap 34and the tabs 59 moved topositions em 
bracing the free edge of the bag and the associated free 
edge of the portion 40. The bagis then ready to be dis 
played and can be SuSpended on the rod 52 With other 
Similar bags. 

In FIGS,7 and 8 is Shown a modified bag120 which 
has two,instead of one,closure flapS 134a and 134b. 
Both of the flaps 134a and 134b have their opposite end 
edges attached to the aSSociated Side edgeS or Seamed 
edges 128 of the bagin the manner as deScribed above 
for the flap 34. The reference numbers used in con 
nection with the modified bag120 are the Same as are 
used forthe bag20 except that they are increased by 16ü. 
The closure flap 134a in the modified bag 120 is 

formed integral with the bag Wal 122 and the cloSure 
fiap ?34bis formedintegral with the bag wal124. These 
fiaps 134a and 134b, of course,may be applied to the 
baginstead of beingintegral,In FIG,7the bag120 is 
shown open with both of the closure flaps 34a and134b 
folded to positions adjacent their associated integral con 
nected bag walls 122 and 124 respectively. 

In FIG.8 the bag ?20 is shown closed with the closure 
flap 134a the same as when open and with the fiap 134b 
folded to aposition overthe closureflap134a. Aclosure 
and carrier member 138 is installed on the bag 120 by 
inserting the portion 140 thereofin the Space defined by 
the bagwall 122 on one side and both of the closure flaps 
?34a and 134b on the other. The member 138 is then 
folded and hooked to the bagin the Same way deScribed 
above forthe member38. Forillustrative purposes,how 
ever,the member138 is shown having a single bendable 
tab 150(FIGS.9 and 10)instead of two as in the mem 
ber 38, 

Obviously,the modified bag construction 120 could 
also be closed having the closure flap ?34a folded over 
the closure flap 134b without changing the invention 
An advantage is obtained using the modified bag120 

instead of the bag20 in that both wall members of the 
bag120 and their associated flaps extend over the portion 
140 of the member138,This means that both walls are 
supported by the carrier device 138 and this makes it 
more dificult to pifer the bag120 because both walls 
thereof are Supported and are also embraced by the tabs 
150. This is particularly important when the bags are 
constructed of a fimsy material Such as polyethylene 
plastic or some other Similar flexible material. Further 
more,by using the modified bag120 the contents of the 
bagare less ikelyto accidentallyfall out duringshipment, 
Storage and display. 
Thus it is apparent that there has been shown and 

described closure and carrier means for bags and the 
1ike which fulfill al of the objects and advantagessought 
therefor,Said means comprising a bag member having 
Side Wals connected adjacent two opposite side edges 
thereof and adjacent one end edge,and a closure flap 
attached to one of Said Side walls adjacent to the other 
endedge,Said closure flap also beingattachedadjacentits 
end edge to the associated side edges of the bag,anda 
cloSure and carrier member having afirst portionadapted 
to beinsertedinthespace betweenthe closurefiapandone 
of the Side Wals of the bag,and a second portion con 
nected to the first portion and foldable to a positionad 
jacent thereto,Said Second portion having means thereon 
adapted to engage the first portion for maintainingsaid 
first and Second portionsinfolded togetherposition. 
Many changes,modifications and variations of the 

Present device wil become apparent and be suggested to 
those Skiledin the art afer consideringthisspecification 
and the accompanyingdrawing Alsuchchanges,modi 
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4 
fications and variations which do not depart from the 
spiritand Scope oftheinvention are deemed to be covered 
by the invention which is limited only by the claims 
which follow. 
What is claimed is: 
1. Means for merchandisinggoods in bags having body 

portions formed by two connected Side Walls open along 
one side edge thereof,and having a closure flap attached 
to one of said Side wals adjacent the open Side edge,Said 
closure fiap being foldable to a position adjacent to the 
bag body and having oppoSed end edges connected to 
edges of the bagadjacent to Said one open Side edge,the 
improvement comprising providing a foldable member 
having a first portion Sidable to a position between the 
cloSure fiap and the adjacent body Side wall,a Second 
portion foldable to a position adjacent to Said first por 
tion on the opposite Side of the closure flap,and meanS 
carried by Said Second portion for engaging Said first 
portion to maintain the folded condition thereof. 
2.The means for merchandisinggoods in bags defined 

in claim 1 wherein a closure fiap is attached to both of 
Said bag Side Walls adjacent to Said open Side edge and 
the first and Second portions of the foldable member are 
positioned on opposite Sides of Said closure faps when 
one of the closure fiaps is moved to a position over the 
open Side edge of the bagand overthe other closure fiap. 

3. The means for merchandisinggoods in bags defined 
in claim 1 wherein Said means carried by said second 
portion of the foldable member for engaging Said first 
portion includes a bendable tab. 

4. A bag comprising a body having two connected 
walls open along one side edge thereof,a flap formed 
on an extension of both walls adjacent to said open side 
edge,Said flaps beingfolded to positions adjacent to their 
aSSociatedintegral Side wal and attachedattheend there 
of to the aSSociated Side edges of the bag body adjacent 
Said open Side edge,both of Said flaps being reversely 
foldable to positions extending over the other flap and 
over the open.side edge of the bag to close the bagor 
to p9Sitions adjacent to theirassociated bagwalsto open 
the bag, 

5. The bag definedin claim 4 wherein a closure and 
carrier device is attached thereto,said device comprising 
a foldable menber having a first panel adapted to be 
positioned betWeen one of said body walls and the as 
Sociated flap,and a Second panel foldable to a position 
adjacent to Said first panel,one of Said panels?having 
means thereonformaintainingthe folded condition ofthe 
foldable member. 
@ Closure and carrier means for bags having front 

and rear Wals connected along two opposite side edges 
and an end edge and open along another end edge,a 
closurefap formed by an extension of one ofsaidwals 
adjacent Said open end edge,said closure flap having end 
edges attached to the associated side edges of the bag 
adjacent Said open end,the improvement comprising 
closure and carrier means for said bagS,Said means in 
cluding a member havingfirst and second portions fold 
*ble 9P9sions againsteach other,saidfirst portionbe 
ing ofasize and shape to be positioned betweenthe bag 
closure fiap and the adjacent bagwal, whereupon said 
Second portionis foldable to a positionadjacent tosaid 
frst Portion,Said Second portion having means formed 
thereon by engaging Said first portion to maintain said 
first and Second portionsin folded together condition on 
the bag, 

7,Closure and carrier means for bags havingfront 
and rear Wals connected along two opposite side edges 
and an end edge and open along another end edge,and 
a closure fiap formed by an extension of one of said 
Wals adjacent the open end edge,said closure fiap hav 
inga length approximatey equalto the distance between 
the Side edges of the bagand end edges attached to the 
side edges ofthe bagadjacent to the said openend edge, 
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the improvement comprising closure and carrier means closure member engageable with the other portion in 
for Such bags including a closure member having a first cludes a resilient bendable tab. 
portion adapted to just fit into the space between the 
cloSure flap and the adjacent bag wall,a second ? References Cited in the fle ofthispatent 
foldable to a position adjacent to the opposite side of the 5 
cloSure fiap and adjacent to Said first portion,and means UNITED STATES PATENTS 
on one of Said portionsengageable with the other portion 1,246,530 Fird----------- *…??-- Nov.13,1917 
and with the bag to hold the closure member on the bag. 2.294,527 Wess------------------ Sept,1,1942 

8. The closure and carrier means for bags defined in 2.339,304 Von HaaSe------------- Jan,18,1944 
claim 7 wherein Said means on Said one portion of said 10 2.709467 Hoeppner-------------- May 31, 1955 


