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To nll whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Erxzst C. Prerce,
a citizen of the United ‘States, and a resi-
dent of Sioux City, in the county of Wood-
bury and State of Iowa, have invented cer-
{ain new and useful Improvements in Hose-
Supporters, of ‘which the following is a
specification.

The present invention relates to hose-
supporters. Co
- The invention has for its primary object
the production of an improved hose-sup-
porter particularly adapted for women and
children. -

- Another object of the invention is the
production. of an article of this «class so
designed that:the tension upon the hose is
the same at all times, regardless of the posi-
tion of the wearer.

A further object of the invention is the
production of a hose-supporter adapted to
be -worn with perfect comfort and not in-
jure the health.

A still further object of the invention is
the ~production of an improved hose-sup-
porter inexpensive in production yet thor-
oughly efficient and dependable in use.

With these and other objects in view, the
invertion, consisting in ‘the construction,
combination and novel arragement of parts,
will be fully understood from the following
description, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings which form a part

~ of this application and in which like char-
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acters of reference indicate corresponding
parts throughout the several views, of
which,— ;

Figure 1 is a side view of a model attired
with supporters made in accordance with
the invention; Fig. 2 is a front view of the
same, the form being outlined by broken
lines; Fig. 8 is a fragmentary perspective
view of the intersecting girdles; and Fig. 4
is a detail in side elevation of the connec-
tion between the hose-supporting straps and
the girdles.

Although T have illustrated and herein-
after described an embodiment suitable for
practising the invention, T would not be
wnderstood as being limited to the specific
garment chosen for illustration, for various
alterations and modifications in the details
of construction and arrangement of parfs
may be made without departing from the

spirit-and scope of the invention as defined
in the appended claims.

The invention contemplates & garment
comprising, virtually, oppositely-disposed
girdles, each of which is adapted to encom-
pass the body and extend diagonally there-
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across, one side of each girdle being disposed. .

above the ilenm and the other side resting
upon the opposite hip-joint. From points
upon the girdles coincident with the hip-
joints depend suitable hose-supporting mem-
bers. Means are provided whereby the gir-
dles may be opened to facilitate their ap-
plication and removal, all of which will
presently be made clear. C

Referring now to the illustrations, the
girdles, which may be of any suitable mate-
rial- as web straps, each consists of two
separate straps, 5 and 6. The straps 6 are
oppositely disposed to each other and each
extend from a point-coineident with the hip-
joint, 7, diagonally across the back, then
around the'side at a point on the crest of the
ilenm, 8. The front ends of these straps
are stitched, as at 9. or otherwise secured to
suitable flaps, 10, which overlap.each other
at the front median line and are suitably
adapted to be interconnected, as by buttons,
11, secured upon one flap and engageable by
button-holes, 12, in the companion flap. -

"The straps 6 are stitched at one end. as
at 18, or otherwise secured to the flaps. The
lower ends of both straps 5 and 6 are inter-
connected. For this purpose I provide snit-
able members as triangular plates, 24, which
are positioned coincident with the hip-joints
and provided with slots, 25. The straps are
preferably adjustably secured to the plates
as by passing the straps through the slots
and securing the ends to sliding buckles, 15,
upon the straps, which adjustment is fa-
miliar in the art.

The straps, 5, it will be observed, cross
each other in the back, and in order to pre-
vent entanglement of the device when not in
use, I prefer to make each of said straps of
two pieces, the end portions of which over-

lap each other and have their extreme ends

stitched, as at 16, to the adjacent piece. The
said overlapping portions of each strap in-
close one of the corresponding portions of
the companion strap, as clearly presented in
Fig. 3.

To the plates, 24, are pivoted depending
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plates, 26, provided with slots, 27. From
the plates, 26, depend straps, 17, the upper
ends of which are looped through the slots
27, and their extreme ends riveted, or other-
wise secured to the adjacent portions of the
straps, as at 18. The said straps are pref-
erably made adjustable, as by forming
loops, 19, on their lower ends and securing
their extreme ends to buckles, 20, engage-
able with the intermediate portions of the
straps. The loops 19 inclose wire links, 21,
through which pass the bights of elastic
straps, 22, provided at their ends with hose-
engaging clips, 23.

Inasmuch as the relative positions of the
ileam and the hip-joint are constant and the
relationship of the hip-joint to the top of
the hose is always the same, it follows that
the tension upon the hose will always be
the same regardless of the position of the
body.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States, is,—

1. A garment-supporter comprising op-
positely-disposed girdles, each including a
strap adapted to extend from the hip-joint,
across the back, around the opposite side ad-
jacent the ileum and approach the front
median line, and a second strap intercon-
nected with said first strap adjacent the hip-
joint and extended diagonally toward and
connected with the front end portion of the
first-described strap of the other girdle,
means for detachably interconnecting the
girdle in the front, and garment-supporting
members secured to the girdles at points co-
incident with the hip-joints.

2. A hose-supporter comprising oppo-
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sitely disposed girdles adapted to encompass
the body and each including a strap adapted
to extend from the hip-joint across the back,
around the opposite side adjacent the ileum
and approach the front median line, and a
second strap interconmected with said first
strap adjacent the hip-joint and adapted to
extend diagonally toward the front median
line, separate front members each connect-
ing the first-described strap of one girdle
with the second-described strap of the other
girdle, means for interconnecting said mem-
bers, and hose-supporting members secured
to the girdles at points coincident with tha
hip-joints,

3. A hose-supporter comprising oppo-
sitely disposed girdles adapted to encom-
pass the body and each including a strap
adapted to extend from the hip-joint across
the back, around the opposite side adjacent
the ileum and approach the front median
line, and a second strap interconnected with
said first strap adjacent the hip-joint and
adapted to extend diagonally toward the
front median line, separate front members
each connecting the first-described strap of
one girdle with the second-described strap
of the other girdle, means for interconnect-
ing said members, and hose-supporting
members pivotally secured to the girdles at
points coincident with the hip-joints.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

ERNEST C. PIERCE.

Witnesses:
M. S. Craxpary,
Berr. E. Hooxer.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.”
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