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This invention relates to new and useful 
improvements in antitheft devices, and is 
particularly adapted for use by travellers, 
bank messengers, stockbrokers or persons 

5 dealing with negotiable securities, such as 
bank notes, bonds, drawings or material of 
like valuable character. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

device of the character stated which will be 
0 operable to deface said securities in such a 
manner that they will be invaluable to any 
other person than their owners. 
Another object is to provide a device of 

the character stated, which will assist in 
15 tracing stolen securities by marking them so 

that they will be easily identified. 
A further object is to provide a simple and 

efficient antitheft device against bank rob 
bers, bandits or the like. 

In my invention, I provide a container 
for a fluid of such character that, when it is 
released or broken by manual or mechanical 
ly operated means, the fluid will be sprayed 
or poured over the contents of a bag, brief 

25 case, safe or like apparatus for holding or 
carrying currency or valuable papers. The 
fluid stains or defaces the papers in such a 
manner that they will be unfit for sale or for 
further use until replaced by their owners. 

In the drawings:- 
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Figure 1 shows a perspective view, partly 
in section of a hand-bag with the antitheft 
device mounted therein. 
Figure 2 is a partial perspective view o 

one modification of the device applied to a 
hand-bag. - 

Referring more particularly to the draw 
ings, 11 designates a hand-bag and 12 the 
contents thereof which may be bank notes, 
bonds, drawings or other valuable material. 
Secured to the bag framing 11 is the holder 
13, which may be provided with perforations 
14. Mounted in the holder is the container 
15 which may be made of glass or such like 
fragile material and adapted to contain a 
fluid 16°, such as aniline dye or any paper 
marking chemical. Slidably mounted in the 
handle 16 is the bent bar 17, the lower ends 
of which are formed with knife edges 18 or 
the like, so that they may penetrate or break 
the container when pressed against it. The 
bar 17 is made in the form of an inverted U, 
a portion 19 of which extends above the han 
dle within easy reach of a person carrying 
the bag. In the modification shown in Fig 
ure 2, the handle 16 is made hollow to form 
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a container for the fluid 16. The lower part ... . 
of the handle projects into the bag 11 and is provided with perforated spraying nozzles 
19 adapted to spread the contents of the 
handle over the inside of the bag. Within 
the handle, valve seats 20 are formed for the 
valves 21, which are secured to a U-shaped 
member 22 slidably mounted within the han 
dle. To told the valves in their closed posi 
tion, a spring 23 engages with a portion 24 
of the rod 22. A press button valve 25 is 
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mounted in the handle and engages with the 
portion 24. The handle may be filled by re 
moving the plug 26 closing the aperture 27. 
The operation of the device is very simple. 

When a thief demands the bag shown in 
Figures 1 and 2 from the rightful owner or 
custodian of same, the latter simply presses 
the lever 19 or push button 25 to release the 
fluid in the container. The fluid is distrib 
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uted over the contents of the bag and de 
faces same, making them invaluable. The 
bag may be freely handed to the thief with 
Out any serious loss to the owner of the bag's 
contents, which may be easily renewed or 
replaced. 
The stolen papers, when marked in such a 

manner, cannot be sold or exchanged by the 
thief and may be used as a means of tracing 
the culprit should he attempt to do so. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim is:- 
1. A holder for valuable papers and the 

like equipped with a hollow handle, a mem 
ber movable in said handle and having a 
E. thereof extending exteriorly of the 
handle to facilitate manual movement of 
said member with reference to the handle 
and means controlled by movement of said 
member for causing a destructive fluid to be 
sprayed upon the contents of the holder. 

2. A holder for valuable papers and the 
like equipped with a hollow U-shaped han 
dle terminally secured to said holder, a 
U-shaped member having the arms thereof 
enclosed within the arm portions of the 
U-shaped handle and movable relatively to 
said handle and means controlled by move 
ment of said member in one direction for 
causing a destructive fluid to be sprayed up 
on the contents of the holder. 

3. A holder for valuable papers and the 
like equipped with a hollow handle contain 
ing a fluid adapted to destroy the contents 
of the holder when sprayed thereon, a nor 
mally closed valve serving to retain the fluid 
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within the handle and manually operable 
means carried by the handle for opening 
said valve. 

4. A holder for valuable papers and the 
like equipped with a hollow U-shaped han 
dle containing a fluid adapted to destroy the 
contents of the holder when sprayed thereon, 
the terminal portions of the handle being 
secured to the holder over suitable openings 

l0 formed in the latter, spraying devices mount 
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ed in the holder at the inner ends of said 
openings, valve seats formed in the handle 
above said openings, downwardly opening 
valves normally engaging said seats and 
serving to retain the fluid within the handle 
and manually operable means carried by the 
handle for opening said valves. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand. , 

CHAREES M. MORSSEN. 

5 


