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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
COOLIDGE C. PALMER, OF ELIZABETH, NEw JERSEY. 

BOX, OR, CARON, 

1,081,981. specification of Letters Patent. Patented Dec. 23, 1913. 
Application filed April 28, 1613. Serial No. 784,003. 

To all whom it may concern 
Be it known that I, CoOLIDGE. C. PALMER, 

a eitizen of the United States, and resident 
of Elizabeth, in the county of Union and 
State of New Jersey, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Boxes or 
Cartons, of which the following is a speci 
feation. 
The object of invention is to provide 

a box, carton, package or the like, capable 
of being made of pasteboard, leather or other 
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analogous material, wherein the parts may 
be firmly locked together, and whereby the 
cover or lid may be attached securely to the 
box parts by tongues or tabs having two dif 
ferent locking portions to interlock with two 
different but corresponding complemental 
locking parts on the box or carton, enabling 
one set of the locking devices to be interlocked 
when the package is shipped, and then such 
locking parts can be severed or separated by 
the l authorities for inspection of the 
eontents of the box or earton, and the re 
maining corresponding locking devices can 
then be interlocked for the further trans 
mission of the box or carton through the 
mail. 
My invention will be found advantageous 

by reason of the postal regulations under 
the present parcels post system, requiring 
that packages shall be shipped in such man 
ner that they can be opened for inspection 
of their contents and refastened for con 
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tinued transmission through the mail. In carrying out my invention I provide 
a box of suitable construction having a cover 
or lid provided with tongues for interlock 
ing with slits in the box parts, which tongues 
have two locking portions, one beyond the 
other, and the corresponding complemental 
slits in the box parts are arranged in pairs 
and suitably spaced apart to engage with 
the respective locking portions of the 
tongues, the arrangement being such that 
when the cover or lid is first closed it may 
be fastened with the outermost locking por 
tions of the tongues entering the correspond 
ing slits in the box parts, and then said 
tongue portions may be cut away enabling 
the cover to be raised for inspection of the 
contents of the box, then the box may be re 
fastened by connecting the remaining inner 
most locking portions of the tongues with 
the corresponding complemetal slits in the 
box parts for further transmission of the 
box. This enables the box to be seeurely 

closed both before and after it has been 
opened for inspection of its contents, with 
little trouble to the postal authorities and 
equally secure fastening of the cover or lid 
upon the box under both circumstances. 
My, invention further comprises novel de 
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tails of improvement and combinations of 
parts that will be more fully hereinafter 
set forth and then pointed out in the claims, 

Reference is to be had to the accompany ing drawings forming part hereof, where 
- 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im 
proved box or carton partly assembled, and 
having a cover or lid integral with the other 
box parts; Fig. 2 is a perspective view illus 
trating the box closed and fastened for 
initial transmission through the mail; Fig. 
3 is a section on the line 3, 3, in Fig. 2; Fig. 
4 is a plan view of a blank from which the 
foldable box is adapted to be made; Fig. 5 
is a view corresponding to Fig. 2, illustrat 
ing the cover secured by the innermost lock 
ing portions of the tongues, as would be the 
case after inspection of the contents of the 
box by the postal authorities; Fig. 6 is a sec 
tion on the line 6,6, in Fig. 5; Fig. 7 is a 
perspective view of the box provided with a 
removable cover embodying my invention: 
and Fig. 8 is a cross section of Fig. 7, illus 
trating the cover fastened in position by the 
outer locking portions of the tongues on the 
COWe. 

Similar numerals of reference indicate 
corresponding, parts in the several views. 
While the box, carton or the like em 

bodying my invention may, generally, be 
made in any suitable or well-known manner. 
I have illustrated a box in many respects 
similar to the box or carton shown in my 
Letters Patent No. 926,208, issued June 29, 
1909. 
In the accompanying drawings the nu 

meral 1 indicates the bottom; 2, 3 and 7 the 
sides and end walls, and 4 the cover or lid, 
for the box. The ends or end walls are 
formed of parts similar to each other, and 
shown comprising the flaps 5, 6, respectively 
projecting from the sides 2, 3 and the flaps 
7 extending from the bottom 1. The flaps 
5 are shown provided with slits 8 adapted 
to receive the flaps 6, and the latter are 
shown provided with angularly disposed 
edges 9 terminating at the notches 10 from 
which the edges of the flaps extend in a 
curved or concave form at 11 to or near the 

s 

70 

75 

80 

90 

96 

00 

105 

10 



5 

0 

20 

end portion 12. The advantage of the 
curved edge 11 adjacent to the notch 10 is 
that when such curved edge of flap 6 is en 
tered in the notch 8 of the complemental 
flap 5, the flap 6 may the more readily slide 
along the bottom of slit 8 for interlocking 
notch 10 with said slit, thus avoiding cramp ing and crowding of the flaps, overcoming 
danger of injuring them, and making a firm 
lock between the flaps. The blank is scored 
on suitable lines to permit folding of the box 
parts, as illustrated in Fig. 4, so that the 
parts may be readily assembled. The cover 
or lid 4, in Figs. 1 to 6, is shown formed in 
tegral with the blank of the box parts, while 
in Figs. 7 and 8 the cover or lid 4 is made 
separable from the box parts. The cover is 
provided with one or more tongues 14, 
adapted to be bent from the cover to overlie 
the box sides and ends respectively. I have 
shown the tongues 14 as provided upon the 
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flaps 15 bent from the cover. One or more 
tongues may be at the corresponding edges 
of the cover, according to the size of the box 
or carton, or the character of contents to be 
carried. The tongues 14 are provided with 
two locking portions 16, 17, one beyond the 
other, adapted to engage corresponding 
slits 18, 19, shown spaced apart in the sides 
2, 3, and the fiaps (, in Such-positions as to 
respectively receive the outer locking por 
tions 16 and the corresponding inner lock 
ing portions 17 of the respective tongues 14. 
The locking portions of the tongues are 
spaced apart substantially the same as the 
slits 18, 19, for proper engagement there 
with. While in Figs. 1 to 6 the arrangement 
is such that locking tongues 14 are at three 
edges of cover 4, the opposite edge of which 
cover is hinged to a portion of the box side 
2, the arrangement in Figs. 7 and 8 is such 
fhat the cover 4 is separate from the box and 
removable, and is shown provided with lock 
ing tongues 14 along each edge of the cover, 
each tongue having two locking portions 
16, 17. The arrangement is such that when 
the box sides and tongues are assembled, and 
the box is to be mailed or shipped, the cover 
is closed and the outer locking portions 16 
of the tongues 14 are engaged with the cor 
responding slits 18, thereby holding the 
cover closed. When it is desired to open 
the box, as for inspection of its contents by 
the postal authorities, the tongues 14 may 

b be cut or torn just above the slits 17, as in 
dicated at the dotted lines 20, where the 
tongue 1.4 may be provided with directions, 
such as “Cut here,” and as illustrated in 

After the contents have been in 
spected the cover will be closed again and the remaining locking portions 17 of the 
tongues 14 will be entered in the slits 19 of 

1,081981. 

I the box sides and ends, as illustrated in 
Figs. 5 and 6, for final and permanent lock 
ing of the cover for further transmission of This arrange the box through the mail. 
ment affords a complete and efficient means 
of initial locking or fastening of the cover 
to the box, enabling the convenient and ex 
peditious opening of the box and refasten 
ing of the cover, without in any manner de 
tracting from the secure closing of the cover, 
and facilitating the operation, no strings be 
ing required for initial or subsequent fasten 
ing of the cover upon the box, although they 
may be used if desired. 
While I have illustrated my invention in 

connection with a form of folding box, 
which I find advantageous for the purpose 
intended, it will be understood that my in 
vention is not limited to the particular form 
of box or its cover, as the same may be 
varied, within the scope of the appended 
claims, without departing from the spirit of 
the invention. . 

Having now described my invention what 
I claim is:- 

1. A box or carton having a bottom and 
walls, and a cover therefor provided with 
tongues having a plurality of successively 
usable locking portions, spaced apart in the 
longitudinal direction of the tongues said 
box walls having spaced locking means sep 
arate from one another and complemental 
to the corresponding locking portions of 
said tongues. 

2. A blank for a box or carton having a 
bottom, sides and cover portion integral, 
with flaps extending from the ends of the 
side and the bottom portions, one of the 
side portions having a pair of Separate 
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spaced slits and the flaps of the bottom por 
tion having a pair of separate spaced slits, 
the cover portion having tongues provided 
With spaced locking portions one beyond the 
other in the longitudinal direction of the 
tongues whereby the locking portions of the 
tongues may respectively engage the corre 
Ending slits on said side portions and said 
apS. 
3. A container having a pair of separate 

slits and provided with a cover having a 
locking tongue, said tongue being provided 
with two locking portions spaced apart in 
the longitudinal direction of the tongue, 
each locking portion being arranged to in 
terlock with one of said slits. 

Signed at Elizabeth, in the county of 
Union, and State of New Jersey, this 24th 
day of April, A. D. 1913. 

COOLIDGE C. PALMER. 
Witnesses: 

T. F. BouRNE, 
MARIE. F. WAIN RIGHT. 
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