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To all uy ho?), it may concerºn: 
Be it known that EMMET B. DIGBY, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Atlanta, in the county of Fulton and State 
of Georgia, has invented certain new and 
useful improvements in Egg Crates, of 
which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to new and useful 

improvements in crates and especially to 
collapsible crates to be used for the ship 
ment of eggs. 
One of the objects of the present inven 

tion is to provide a collapsible crate that 
may be formed of wire, that may be readily 
collapsed, or on the other hand, readily as 
sembled, and when locked all of the parts 
will be compressed to form a rigid crate. 
The crates that are in general use today 

for the shipment of eggs are formed of wood 
and provided with cardboard divisional 
strips which crates, after being used for one 
shipment are generally discarded or broken 
??p. 
With the present crate the same may be 

used any number of times and although the 
initial cost will be more than a Wooden one, 
still the economy of a long life crate will be 
readily seen. 

Still another object of my invention is to 
provide a wire collapsible crate having a 
central partition that may be readily in 
serted which is designed to strengthen the 
entire crate and also to provide means for 
supporting the adjacent ends of a plurality 
of wire trays which trays are also provided 
with a fabric or canvas sheet which is made 
up into a plurality of pockets for the recep 
tion of the individual eggs. . 

Still another object of the invention is to 
provide a collapsible crate formed of wire 
hat may be readily and cheaply manufac 
ured, quickly and readily assembled and 
strong and durable in Service, 
With these and other objects in view the 

invention consists of certain new and novel 
arrangements and combination of parts as 
will be hereinafter more fully described and 
pointed out in the claims. 

Referring now to the drawings, showing 
a preferred form of the invention 

Fig. 1 is a top plan of the crate, the same 
being shown in an open or unfolded posi 
tion. 

Fig. 2 is a perspectiye view showing the 

top swung back, the center partition in 
place, the racks or trays however, not in 
position. 

Fig. 3 is a top plan view of the crate show 
ing the same in its closed and locked posi 
tion, the racks and eggs being in place. 

Fig. 4 is a side elevation of the racks or 
trays showing the canvas pockets. 

Fig. 5 is a top plan view of a rack show 
ing a few of the egg pockets, and 

Fig. 6 is a detailed view of the locking 
OCS. : 

Referring now to Figs. 1 and 2, it will be 
seen that the entire crate is formed of wire 
of any desirable size and thickness and con 
sists of a bottom 1, a front 2, a rear 3, top 4, 
and the two ends 5. 
of a rectangular frame 6 with the cross 
pieces and the longitudinal strips 8, any 
desirable number being used to provide suf 
ficient strength to the crate. 
These cross pieces 7 and the longitudinal 

strips 8 are bent or curled at their ends 
around the frame 6 and are so curled or 
crimped that they will remain in their 
placed position. 

Each of the sides 5 comprises a frame hav 
ing the two side pieces 10 and the outer bar 
J1 to which are fastened the cross bars 12 

The bottom 1 consists 
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and the longitudinal bars 13, while the in 
ner einds of the pieces 10 and the longitudi 
nal bars 13 are provided at their ends with 
a small open loop. to freely encircle the end 
piece of the rectangular frame 6 of the bot 
tom. By providing these small loops the 
end piece can freely swing upwardly into 90 
position or be quickly folded when desired. 
This form of construction applies also to 
the sides 2 and 3 and the top 4 so that the 
sides, top and ends may be readily folded 
or opened when desired. 

Referring now to Fig. 2 there is shown 
a certain partition 14 which is proyided with 

forming little hooks or arms 16 which are 
designed to rest on the longitudinal wires 
or bars of the sides, on the main frame of 
the bottom and along the top. 

Referring now to Figs. 4 and 5 it will be 
noticed that ten racks are provided, five to 
a side, each rack comprising a rectangular 
frame having a plurality of cross bars 18 
to form spaces over which is placed a small 
rectangular piece of canvas or other desir 

the cross bars 15, the ends of these bars 
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center partition may be removed 

} 1,44: 

able fabric to foru individual pockets 20 
which 2'e o suficientº ciepth to support the 
eggs, seen from Fig. 4. - 
Along the outer edge of the 'ack 1 are 

provided the little hocks or argias :23, \\ri;icºln 
are clearly shown in Fig. 4 which are de 
signed to be supported on the ci'oss wires of 
the central partition and longitudinal wires 
of the end and sides of the crate, when as 
sembled. It will be noticed from Fier 
that there are 5 longitudinal S () ..."(S 

in each of the ends and side pieces so that 
one rack will be supported above the other, 
five being used on each side of the central partition. 
To tightly draw the crate 

in its set up position i pro 
22 on the outer edge of the cose: i, the two 
eyelets 23 on each of the eids and two eye 
lets 2-E on the Outer edge of the front, 2. 
Passing through these eyeets Fre the I: »ds 
25 which have the bent ends 26 and the en 
iarged portions 27 on their other eals in 
which Rire provided the holes 28, tin rolig 
which is passed the Wire with the ordinary 
lead seal 29. 

By using this form of locking leans it, 
will be seen that the top is held ti 
body of the crate while the sie 
are plied to wards the cete; thus is ki: ; 
: very strong, tight, and I' 
"he 3etting up of the ei'; 

sile is will be readily )?? } { : { {{ ){ 
When placed in the positio as show': ) ir ?º. 
2, the racks will be placed in from die hot 
toln and after the crate is ful, it will be 
pulled together by the use of the aekim 
rods 25. 
When the crate is returned the : 

and the 
entire citate folded up and tied, this of civ 
ing but little space. 
from the foregoing it wijd be : een till: 3 

have produced a relatively chea p aii eco 
nomical egg crate that may le quickly a 
readily set up and whe ?????? 
Supported in individual canvas pockets 'e 
less apt to be broken thain vihen simily 
spaced of† by cardboard and j’est ou wooden 
?partitions, 
Á Smail W' ) ;dei cove? (' (''' 'l', 'i' í s! ('\x; }. 

may be piaeed ever the toi i:yer of es 
that they will be held in a 

i the Crate be inverted in s 
rtherimore. the locking tine: is si 

easily constructed, †he eyelef : bei : si : ) ly 
continuations of the Wii es ise: in the fr2 lie 
While the wire rods passing his ligh these 
eyelets are easily formed and te | ii ) stedly 
and strengthen the fraine whe) oated. 

i am aware that it is not jne w 3) forma co 
lapsible crates of wire and I do not claim the 

a love broadly as such, but what I do claim 
and desire to seei'e by lette's Patent is: 

i. t. collapsible crate having swinging 
les, ends and to) portions, a central verti 

(“: Yire partition ha; ing hooks formed on 
it: edges and said hooks adapted to be Sup 
sorted by the wires in the front and rear 
portions of the crate, a wire rack provided 
with suppoi'iting in eans arolind its four sides, 
adapted to be supported on the wires of 
the central vertical partition, the wires in 
ne Side portion, and the front and rear por 

tions, said rack having a fabric secured 
thereto and extending belo y the Wires of the 
l'ack to form a plurality of pockets, means 
foi º fightly drawing the several parts of the 
crate together and hold said crate in a 
locked position. 

2. A collapsible crate having all of its 
Darts formed of wire and said parts being 
hingedly connected, a central vertical parti 
tion also formed of wire and having Support 
ing hooks formed about its edges to cooperate 
with the wires in the bottom and for yard and 
rearward politions of the crate to hold the 
same in position, a plurality of Wire racks 
provided with hooks around their sides for 
supporting the i'acks in Faid Crate, said "acks 
having a plurality of canvas pockets, eyelets 
*)'? ted On the top, end and front portions 

; extejn ing ilall'ogh -iaid eyelets for 

V 

i. 
:: ( 

3. A. collapsible crate har ving all of its 
le}} bel's illingedly connected, a removable 

('entral vertical partition also formed of 
wire, and provided with hooks around its 
edges adapted to be supported by the wires 
of said citate, a plurality of removable racks 
also provided with hooks around its edges 
and adapted to be supported in said crate, 
a plurality of civas pockets formed in said 

ks. ::: two eyelets formed on each of the 
sie portions, front edge of the cover, and 
()) the top of the front portion. and bent 
reds adapted to be passed through said eye 
iets to pull al of the parts towards each 
other to thereby oth a rigid crate. 

4. collapsible erg crate having all of its 
}: Pts forired of Yig’e, a l'enn valle central 

4. ii ) in fo Trinned of wire, and a 
formed (if wire, said 4- , ??? ?,... . . … + '' 
o: 

gy (ii)SS W tº the Sides, end and cen 
parti is : dated to support said racks, 
80 e of the veiical wires of the end 

portio in heing formed into eyelets, rols hav 
ing beint, einds: Yassing through said eyelets 
to fra Y all of the parts of the crate toward 
each otheir to thereby on a rigid structure. 

In testimony whereof } alix iny signatur?. 
EMÁMET” B. DE GBY. 
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