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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 566,264, dated August 18, 1896.
Application filed April 28, 1896, Serial No. 589,413, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern.:

Beit known that I, ALoNzo B. W YBURN, of
Onset, in the county of Plymouth and State of
Massachusetts,haveinvented certain new and
usefulImprovementsin Boot-Blacking Appli-
ances,of which the followingisa specification.

This invention hag for its object to provide
a combined reservoir and brush for applying
liquid blacking or dressing to boots and shoes,
and adapted to be packed or carried in a trunk
without liability of leakage of the contents,

Theinvention consistsin the im provements
whichIwillnow proceed todescribe and claim.

Of the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of thisspecification, Figure 1 represents a
perspective view of my improved boot-black-
ing appliance, and Fig. 2 represents a longi-
tudinal section of the same.

The same letters of reference indicate the
same parts in both the figures.

In carrying out my invention T provide a
reservoir to contain liquid blackin g or dress-
ing, said reservoir comprisin g atubular hody
portion a, a removable bottom piece b, which
is engaged with the body portion ¢ by means
of a screw-threaded flange ', engaging a cor-
responding thread on the body a, said bottom
piece having a packing disk or piece b* which
Tforms a tight joint between the body & and
the bottom b, and a conical mouthpiece ¢, se-
cured to the opposite end of the body a. The
outer end of the mouthpiece ¢ forms a con-
tracted outlet for the reservoir, which outlet
is normally closed by means of a valve d, lo-
cated within the mouthpiece and pressed
outwardly by a spring against the tapering
innersurface thereof. 'To the valve is afixed
arod or stem d’, which projects outwardly
beyond the mouthpiece c.

¢ represents a spring which bears at one
end on the head of thestem ' and at the other
end on the mouthpiece ¢, said spring mnor-
mally holding the stem and valve in the posi-
tion shown in Fig. 2, the valve being thus
caused to tightly close the mouthpiece. The

stem d' passes through a guide J, affixed to the
mouthpiece c.

g represents a brush which is affixed to the
mouthpiece ¢ and is so formed and arranged
that all liquid escaping from said mouthpiece
necessarily passes through the brush. The

brushispreferably bag-shaped, and composed
of a suitable absorbent and porous material,
such as felt. The mouth or neck of the bag
is firmly attached to the outer portion of the
mouthpiece ¢ and clamped thereon by a wire
or other fastening. The cavity formed by
the interior of the bag is of sufficient size to
accommodate the spring e and valve-stem d,
as shown in Fig. 2.

It will be seen that when the brush is
pressed against an external object, such as a
boot or shoe, pressure is imparted through
the brush to the stem d’, the latter, with the
valve, being thus moved inward and caused
to liberate a portion of the blacking, which
saturates the brush, the latter being then
used to spread the blacking upon the surface
of the boot or shoe.

It will be seen that to open the valve a di-
rect inward pressure lengthwise of the stem
d' must be exerted on the stem, and that when
the side portions of the brush are being ap-
plied to the boot or shoe to spread the black-
ing thereon there is no displacing pressure
exerted upon the valve-stem. The device
may therefore be freely used without liabil-
ity of liberating an excess of blackin g, a spe-
cial movement being required to liberate
blacking, which movement differs from the
ordinary movements naturally employed in
spreading the blacking.

h represents a cap or cover removably se-
cured to the outer end of the reservoir aand
formed to inclose the brush g.

It will be seen that this appliance may be
held in any position without liability of re-
leasing the blacking. Hence it can be safely
packed in a trunk.

I do not limit myself to the details of con-
struction here shown, and may variously
modify the same without departing from the
spirit of my invention. :

I claim—

An appliance of the character specified,
comprising a tubular body screw-threaded at
one end; a bottom piece having a screw-
threaded flange formed to detachably engage
the threaded end of the body, said bottom
piece having a packing-piece which is pressed
against the end of the body by the engage-
ment of the bottom piece therewith; a con-
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ical mouthpiece secured to the other end of
the body, the outer end of said mouthpiece
constituting the outletof the reservoir formed
by the said body, bottom, and mouthpiece; a
guide affixed to the mouthpiece and located
outside the said outlet; a valve within the
mouthpiece having a stem projecting out-
wardly throughsaid guide; aspringarran ged
to press the valve and its stem outwardly;

1c and abag shaped brush of absorbent material

attached to the mouthpiece and inclosing said
stem.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence of

two subscribing witnesses, this 18th day of 15

April, A. D. 1896.
ALONZO B. WYBURN.
Witnesses:
C. . BROWN,
E. BATCHELDER.




