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This invention relates to hat forms, and 
more particularly to forms utilized for re 
taining the shape of a hat. 
Among the principal objects of the inven 

tion are: to provide a hat form which when 
applied to the interior of a hat will cause the 
hat to conform to its original shape; to pro 
vide means by which the hat form may be 
hung up; to provide a hat form which will 

10 permit the same to be partially collapsed 
when not in use, to provide a hat form which 
may be expanded or contracted to fit hats of 
various sizes; to secure simplicity of con 
struction, and to obtain other advantages and 

15 results as may be brought Out in the following 

20 

25 

description. 
In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a front elevation of a hat form 

in an expanded position; 
Figure 2 is a view looking upward from 

the underside of Figure 1, and 
Figure 3 is a similar view to Fig. 2, and 

with the crossed members contracted. 
Description 

In the specific embodiment of the inven 
tion illustrated in said drawings, We have 
shown a hat form comprising a pair of 
crossed members 5, preferably of a spring 

30 strip material bent into U-shape. 
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The ends of each of the crossed members 
5, 6 preferably are turned inwardly toward 
each other and overlap, thus providing over 
lapping end portions 7, 7 for one of said 
crossed members 5, and overlapping end por 
tions 8, 8 of the member 6. It will be observed 
that these overlapping portions 7, 7 and 8, 8 
cross each other, and such crossing is at a 
pointimidway betweenthe legs of the U-shaped 
members. At this point of crossing the sev 
eral portions of the crossed members are se 
cured together by suitable pivoting means, 
such as a rivet 9. Likewise, where the U 
shaped members cross at the curved part of 
the said members, the same are likewise piv 
otally Secured together by suitable pivoting 
means, such as a rivet 10. The axes of these 
pivots 9 and 10 are preferably in substantial 
alignment so that the said members may be 
Swung readily upon those pivots about a com 

mon axis. Furthermore, one of said crossed 
members is Smaller in diameter than the other 
member and pivoted next the inside surface 
of the other member, both at the curved part 
thereof, and at the crossed member. This 
construction will therefore enable the smaller 
member 6 to be rotated into registration with 
the outer member 5 so as to lie entirely within 
the same, as shown in Figure 3. 
When the device is to be used in a hat, the 

members 5, 6 are swung on their pivots 9 and 
10 to stand Substantially at right angles to 
each other at which time it can be inserted 
in a hat, and hold the hat distended so to con form to its original shape. . 

In order that the device may be utilized in 
hats of different sizes, the crossed members 5 
and 6 have been shown providing overlapping 
portions 7, 7 and 8, 8, the portions of each 
member having a restricted longitudinal free 
dom of movement so as to permit the legs of 
each U-shaped member to spread a limited 
amount as shown in dotted lines in Figure 1. 
As One means for accomplishing this purpose 
the Overlapping portions are each provided 
with longitudinal slots 11 through which the 
pivoting rivet 9 is passed. The length of 
these slots will obviously determine the 
amount of the expansion which the U-shaped 
members are allowed. By utilizing mem 
bers of spring material, the same can be nor 
mally expanded as shown by the dotted lines 
of Figure 1, and yet may be pressed inward 
ly So the legs will Swing towards each other 
when the form is applied to a hat of smaller 
dimension. 
In order that the form may be hung up 

with or without a hat applied thereto, we 
have shown a hook 12 pivotally carried from 
a Suitable part of the form. As herein 
shown, a loop 13 is pivoted flatwise with re 
Spect to one of the overlapping portions 7 of 
the Outer crossed member 5. This loop is 
shown as made from a short piece of stripma 
terial with the Overlapping ends thereof se 
cured by a rivet 14 which acts as a pivot. 
The loop forms a bearing for the hinged por 
tion of the hook 12 which can therefore 
Swing in a plane at right angles to the plane 
of the loop. The Outer end of the hook pro 
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vides a suitable crook or loop 15 by which the 
same can be caught on a nail or other sup 
porting device. 
The double pivotal attachment of the hook 

6 to the crossed members enables the form to 
be hung at any desired angle to meet the re 
quirements or desires of the person utilizing 
the same. While it is preferable to hang the 
form, it nevertheless can be likewise placed 

10 in an upright position. Preferably the 
crossed members: are notched as at 16 at an ap 
propriate distance from the pivoting of the 
hook thereto, such that the crook or loop. 
15 can be swung around and engaged in said 

15 notch thus securing the parts together when 
not in use as clearly shown in Figure 3. 
Therefore, when the device is in a closed po 
sition it may then be placed on a shelfor 
other flat surface taking minimum space 

20, thereon. 
We claim: 
In a device as characterized, a hat form 

comprising crossed members, means for piv 
oting said crossed members together, and 

25, means for hanging the form up from one of 
its crossed members, one of said members be 
ing rotatable to be positioned within the 
other, said hanging means cooperating with 
the folded members for retaining the same 

39, in folded position. 
MILTON, LOWENTHAL. 
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