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This invention relates to combined 
extinguishers and ash receptacles. 
There are many occasions in which a portable 

or table model of ash receptacle arranged to rest 
upon a table: ortray or the like is proper and 
represents a convenience to users seated about the 
tables, but which is a definite-inconvenience when 
the surface of the table or tray is to be used for 
other purposes, such as for playing cards and the 
like On...the other handash;receptacles, which 
clamp to the edge of a table or the like may be 
satisfactory for use of the particular table to 
which they are attached, but lackportability and 
are incapable of satisfactory use, as a conven 
tional table; or:tray-supported ash receptacle: 

It is among the objects of this invention: to 
provide an ash receptacle selectably useable as a 
unitary table-supported portable device, or which 
is separable: into two individuals ash receiving 
elements arranged for detachable...connection to: 
brackets, mounted on suitable supports; to in 
prove the art of ash receptacles; to provide an 
ash receptacle arranged for interlocking tem 
porary mounting on a bracket support, and which is also arranged for interlocking association with ' 
an identical counterpart to form a rigidportable. , 
single entity as a compound ash receptacle; to 
provide improvements on the combined, cigarette: 
extinguisher: and ash receptacle of my earlier ap 
plication Serial. Number. 571,607, now matured 
into Patent. No. 2,495,496, as well as my United 
States Patent No. 2,256,420; and many other ob-, 
jects and advantages will become more apparent: 
as the description proceeds. 

: In the: accompanying drawings forming part. 
of this description: - ' , , 

Fig.1 represents: a plan of the assembled sym 
metrical composite unit comprising two identical 
asymmetrical ash-receiving portions, or elements, 
arranged. and interlocked in back-to-back, relan. 
tion. ". . . . . . . . . . 

Fig.2 represents... aside, elevation of the same 
Symmetrical unit. 

Fig. 3 represents afragmentary rear, elevation. 
of one of the individual asymmetrical ash, re 
ceptacles showing the combined slot and stud 
disposition of the interlocking or supporting ar 
rangement and, in dotted lines shown as tilted 
for interlocking associated with a complemental 
unit. 

Fig. 4 represents, a fragmentary transverse sec 
tion, through the: interlocked units of the com 
posite portable ash receptacle: taken on line. 4-4. 
of Fig.2. . . . . - - 

Fig.5: represents afragmentary section taken: 
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proved bracket according to one-form of the 
wention. . . . ". . . . ... " 

2. 
Fig.6 represents a front elevation of theim 

Fig. 7 represents: a fragmentary:vertical sect, 
tion, through a table at its edge showing the 
bracket and attached single asymmetrical ash 
receptacle temporarily interlocked therewith and: 
Supported thereby, . . . . . . . . . . . 

The individual rash receptacles can be, and 
preferably are, formed...in accordance, with the 
disclosures of the said co-pending application 
Ser. No. 571,607, although, within the breader 
view of the invention such construction is notes 
Sential. Each identical asymmetrical, unit ash. 
receptacle has a bottom comprising a lowerplanar: 
Surface 0, from which a vertical planar: rearwal 
?t extends perpendicularly, and the body of the: 
receptacle comprises: a rounded front, and side: 
surfaces 2 merging into the rear wall it and 
forming, with the rear wall and botton C the 
ash receptacle. Preferably removably mounted 
on the receptacle, is the upper extinguishing por 
tion and closure comprising the transverse means, 
ber 3 forming a terminal Surface edgerto rear 
wall?, having the enlarged: central portion t 
in which is located the cigaretterbutt receive 
ing extinguishing cylinders: 5, normally closed at: 
their bottoms by the sliding; trap door element, 
f6 upon which lighted stumps: rest. While thesigns 
nited end is gluenched through laek of cons. 
bustion-supporting air. The trap door element. 
6. has a horizontal movement, which is con 

trolled by the thumb lever, it which is preferably 
spring-pressed, and which, upon sliding actua 
tion, drops the extinguished cigarette stump 
down into the body of the receptacle. The trans 
verse portion 3 of the closure merges into as 
peripheral margin 8 connected to the enlarges 
ments 4 by a median bar 20 and forming a ter. 
minal edge to the body surface. 2, and the margin. 
8 preferably has a plurality of temporary sup 
ports or resting places for cigarettes, or the like: 
as at 2?. As it is desired that the extinguished 
cigarette stumps in the receptacle, be prevented. 
from ignition from lighted cigarettes dropped. 
through the Spaces, defined between the transs. 
verseportion. 3, and the marginal edge 8, a plus 
rality of parallel ribs 22 are formed rigidly be: 
tween these portions. The ribs, may be of any 
formation, but for appearance and ease of forma. 
tion, with strength, are preferably triangular in 
cross section, and are spaced apart a, distance: 
slightly less-than the diameter of a cigarettese 
that any lighted cigarette carelessly deposited. 
thereon in place of into cylinders, 5 will be pre 
vented from dropping down into the receptacle: 

  

  

  



3 
where, if still lighted, it may cause the contents 
to Smoulder in a disagreeable and potentially 
unsafe manner. Preferably, the entire upper por 
tion is formed as a unit detachable from the re 
ceptacle along a line of division, such as at 23, for 
ease of dumping the contents of the receptacles. 
The backing plate of each ash receptacle 

at one side is provided with a modified key hole 
slot or the like female element as at 24, having a 
tapered upper narrow portion 25 and an en 
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larged lower portion 26. In proper complemental. 
laterally spaced relation the backing plate is 
provided with a male locking member compris 
ing the shank 27 arranged to wedge in the con 
vergent surfaces of the narrow portion 25 of a 15 
female slot 24, and has the enlarged head 28 of: 
such diameter as just to enter the enlarged por 
tion 26 of such slot of a juxtaposed backing plate 
of a complemental ash receptacle unit. The 
shank 27 is either cylindrical or complementally 
tapered so as to move into easy interlocking 
Wedged engagement with the tapering end 25 of 
the slot 24. In the asymmetrical units the female 
slot has the narrow portion presenting away 
from bottom surface fo. Each backing plate is 
provided with both a slot and a pin or locking 
shank, as are the brackets to be described. In 
order to expedite disassembly, it is preferred that 
a portion of the material from the slot 24 be 
bent? Or shaped in Wardly in a cup or series of . ; 
fingers as at 30, below and on each side, partially, 
of the large hole 26, to form a stop for the sliding 
movement of the shank out of the narrow taper 
ing end by abutment of the cup 30 by the edge 
of the head 28 to prevent the enlarged head 28 
from relatively dropping down too far and hook 
ing over the material surrounding the enlarge 
ment 26 of the slot. 
fied in Fig. 5 in which the relative movement of 
the parts for unlocking is indicated in dotted 
lines; by which the edge of the head 28 is shown 
abutting the inturned portion 30. - 
'A pair of brackets is provided for association 

with each pair of complemental ash receptacles 
and these each provide a plate 3 having a de 
pending extension 32 comprising a handle, if de 
sired, ... and on the same relative side as in the 
individual asymmetrical ash receptacles, a male 
stud or shank is provided as at 33, having the 
enlarged head 34, and a female. slot. 40 is pro 
vided laterally spaced therefrom.. The bracket 
has a pair of screw-holes 35, to enable attach 
ment of the bracket to the side 36 of a table or 
the like having a top as at 37. A spacing plate, 
as of wood or the like 38 is attached in super 
posed parallel relation to the plate, by which the 
plate is prevented from getting too close to the 
table edge 36, as it is thereby spaced from sur 
face 36 and disposed in a plane parallel there 
with when screwed to the table. The plate 3f 
includes a female key hole slot 49 having the 
enlarged portion 4 and the tapering narrow, 
portion 42, but in this case, preferably, the ta 
pered narrow end is downwardly inclined. The 
preferred reversal of the position of the female 
member in the preferred form of bracket is for 
the reason that in this case the ash receptacle 
unit is to be supported against gravitational pull 
only so that it is desirable to have the gravity 
pulled asymmetrical ash receptacle unit pulling 
the narrow end of its female locking slot against 
and upon the male shank of the bracket, while 
the male shank which the asymmetrical unit car 
ries is pulled gravitationally into the narrow end 
of the female locking slot in the bracket. It is 

This functioning is clari 
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4 
to be understood, however, that if desired the 
female slot in the bracket can have the same po 
sition as in the individual ash receptacle units. 
Obviously, the narrow portion of any of the slots 
can be disposed asymmetrically of the large open 
ing as by being arcuate or the like, if desired. 

It will be understood that by cocking both units 
slightly relative to the vertical, so that the edges 
of transverse strips 3 intersect in the center in 
a very flat X formation in elevation, the enlarged 
head of one male locking member of one unit is 
aligned with the enlarged portion of the slot of 
female locking slot of the other asymmetrical 
unit, and vice versa, so that movement axially of 
the shanks, normal to the planes of the backing 
plates. bring the two backing plates in 
parallel contacting disposition and will interen 
gage the locking element and dispose both shanks 
at the large ends of the narrow parts of the com 
plemental female slots. Thereupon: a relative 
twist of both to the vertical position. With the 
transverse strips f3 parallel and in the same 
plane causes each respective shank to Wedge into 
each of the respective cooperating narrow slot 
portion of the other, to the Wedged and inter 
locking position shown in Figs... and 2. At this 
juncture the individual asymmetrical...ash; re 
ceptacles are joined to form a rigid portable sym 
metrical unit which can be handled, moved and 
used as a complete and Satisfactory unitary-ash 
receptacle. With a table or the like equipped 
With the brackets, however, a simple twist of the 
wrists, so to speak, and the halves are readily 
separable, pursuant to which either may be ap 
plied to either of the brackets mounted on the 
table, in the manner described, whereby they then 
become rigidly clamped thereto. in a convenient 
but non-interfering position, ready, however, for: 
prompt and easy separation from the table for, 
either individual standing use, or in mutually 
coupled interlocked disposition as a complete Syn 
metrical unitary ash receptacle. - 
The efficiency and ready adaptability of the 

devices to the purpose of the invention as set. 
forth will be apparent, and it will be understood: 
that the invention lends, itself particularly well. 
to formation by plastics or the like, as well as by: 
metals, and such construction is contemplated. 
Having thus described my invention, I. claim: 
1. A combined. Substantially Symmetrical aShi 

receptacle comprising two complemental asym 
metrical complete ash receptacle units, means 
for interlocking the two complete units. into a 
rigid portable ash receptacle whole, said means 
comprising in each unit a flattened wall surface, 
a tapering slot formed in said Surface at one 
side of the unit including a head-receiving en 
larged portion at one end of the slot and a 
headed projection formed at the other side of 
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the unit in alignment transverse of the unit with 
a portion of the tapering slot too narrow to re 
ceive the head of a headed projection, With the 
headed projection so proportioned as to be en 
gageable in a juxtaposed slot of a complemen 
tall unit. - - - - - - - - 

2. A combined visually substantially symmet. 
rical ash receptacle having a planes of symmetry, 
Said plane being formed by juxtaposed substan 
tially flat walls of individual asymmetrical 
units, each Said wall having a generally taper 
ing slot formed therein with the respective slots 
widely Spaced out of mutual registration in the 
juxtapositioning of the respective walls, means: 
carried by one flat wall engaging in the said slot 
in the other, and means carried by said other 
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flat wall for interengaging in the said slot in the 
first said wall to detachably interengage the 
units together. 

3. A combined substantially symmetrical ash 
receptacle comprising tWO complemental aSym 
metrical complete ash receptacle units, means 
for interlocking the two units into a rigid port 
able complete ash receptacle Whole, Said means 
comprising in each unit a flattened Wall Sur 
face, a tapering slot formed in said surface at 
One side of the unit including a head-receiving 
enlarged portion at one end of the slot and a 
narrow portion at the other end of the slot and 
a headed projection formed at the other side of 
the unit in alignment transverse of the unit 
With the narrow portion of the tapering slot, 
Said narrow portion being too narrow to receive 
the head of a headed projection, with the head 
ed projection so proportioned as to be engage 
able in a juxtaposed slot of a complemental 
unit, and a projection on said wall in alignment 
With a portion of Said head-receiving enlarged 
portion of said tapered slot opposite to the nar 
rOW portion thereof to receive and guide the 
head of a headed projection to facilitate locking : 
and unlocking of the respective units. 

4. An ash receptacle including a substantially 
flat Side wall having a first generally tapered 
slot merging from a narrower projection-receiv 
ing portion into an enlarged head-receiving por 
tion to receive the head of a headed projection 
and formed toward one side transversely of said 
side wall, a first headed projection extending 
from Said side Wall on the other side thereof 
transversely of and transversely in alignment 
with the projection-receiving portion of said slot, 
and a complemental element for interlocked as 
Sociation. With said receptacle comprising a sub 
stantially flat element having a second gen 
erally tapered slot merging from a narrower 
projection-receiving portion into an enlarged 
head-receiving portion to receive the head of 
Said first headed projection and formed on One 
side transversely of said element, a second head 
ed projection extending from said element 
transversely Spaced from Said Second slot 
aligned transversely with the narrower portion 
thereof and receivable in Said first slot. 

5. An ash receptacle as recited in claim 4 
wherein the element constitutes a complemental 
ash receptacle. 

6. An ash receptacle as recited in claim 4 
wherein the element constitutes a bracket. 
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6 
7. An ash receptacle as recited in claim 4 

wherein the two said slots taper in opposite di 
rections. 

8. A combined. Substantially Symmetrical ash 
receptacle comprising tWo complemental aSyn 
metrical complete ash receptacle units, each 
unit comprising a bottom and means joined to 
the bottom defining lateral boundaries of the re 
ceptacle including a substantially flat side Wall 
having a central axis generally normal to Said 
botton, Said Side flat Walls of the respective 
units being juxtaposed in generally parallel re 
lation, and means for interlocking the two con 
pete units into a rigid portable ash receptacle 
whole, Said means comprising two sets of Con 
plemental fastenings respectively on opposite 
sides of the respective central axes of Said side 
walls, one Set comprising a key hole slot formed 
of a narrow fastener-receiving portion commu 
nicating With an enlarged head-receiving por 
tion in One said flat side wall and a headed 
fastener mounted on the other said flat side 
wall and disposed in said key hole slot, the other 
set comprising a key hole slot formed of a nar 
row fastener-receiving portion communicating 
with an enlarged head-receiving portion in said 
other flat side Wall and a headed fastener 
mounted on said one flat side wall, the headed 
fastener on each wall being misaligned with the 
enlarged head-receiving portion of the key hole 
slot in the same wall transversely of the Said 
central axis of said wall. 

CHARLES A. T. AGEE. 
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