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1o all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, Asa K. OWEN, of Lake
Geneva, in the county of Walworth and State
of Wisconsin, have invented a new and Im-
proved Binder, of which the following is a
specification, reference being had to the an-
nexed drawings, forming a part thereof, in
which—

. Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved binder. Iig. 2 is a longitudinal sec-
tion, and Fig. 3 is a perspective view show-
ing the nnder surface of the movable support.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the views.

The object of my invention is to provide a
binder for temporarily holding a number of
sheets of paper in the form of a pad.

My invention consists in a shallow box pro-
vided with a spring-actuated support for lift-
ing and clamping the paper, and having in-

holding the paper, allas hereinafter more fully
described.

The box A, forming the body of the binder,
is provided with a bottom, «, with a ledge, b,
projecting inwardly over one end of the box,
and right-angled plates ¢, attached to the op-
posite end of the box and projeeting inwardly
beyond the end of the box. To the box A is
fitted a support, B, eapable of moving freely
up and down within the box, and to the inner
surface of the said support B are attached two
bow-springs, C, which rest upon the bottom of
the box and press the support upward. Tothe
under surface of the support B, at one end, is
attached a finger- piece, D, which extends
through a semicireular noteh, d, in the end of
the box A.

The sheets of paper to be held by the binder
are inserted between the ledge & and the sup-
port B after pressing down the end of the sup-
port nearest the ledge b, when the support is
allowed to spring up and clamp the ends of

the sheets, and the opposite end is depressed

by means of the finger-piece D, and the paper i5
sheets are inserted underneath the ends of the
right-angled plates ¢, when the support is re-
leased and the paper sheets are clamped in
the position of use.

‘Whenitis desired to removeoneof the sheets
from the binder, the support is depressed by
means of the finger-piece D, and the front end
of the sheet is removed from underneath the
right-angled plate ¢, when the opposite end
may be drawn out from under the ledged with-
out disturbing the other sheets.

It is obvious that spiral springs may be sub-
stituted for the bow-springs, and that serews,
levers,or wedges may be used instead ofsprings.
ThereforeIdo notlimitor confine myself tothe o
exact construction hereinshownand described.

Having thus described my invention, T elaim
asnew and desire to secure by Letters Patent—

1. The combination of the box A, provided
with the ledge b, the right-angled plates ¢, and
noteh ¢, with the support B, provided with
the springs C and the finger-piece D, substan-
tially as specified. '

2. The combination, with the box A, pro-
vided with a projecting ledge, 0, at one end,
right-angled plates ¢ at the opposite end, the
horizontal members thereof projecting over
the upper edges of said end, and a noteh, d,
formed in the upper edge of said end, of the
movable support B, provided with springs
upon its under face for normally forcing said
support upward, said support provided with
a finger-piece, D, projecting in the slob d,
whereby said end of the support may be de-
pressed independently of its opposite end, sub- 8¢
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.
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Witnesses:

A. E. FLETCHER,
H. McGRrAW.



