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To all whom it may concern:
Beitknown that I, EZRA N. GIFFORD, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing'at Chicago,

_in the county of Cook and State of Illinois,

have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Penholders; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to a novel construe-
tion in a class of penholders that are pro-
vided with ‘a stem and a sliding sleeve, be-
tween which stem and sliding sleeve the pen
is held and made to eject therefrom by slid-
ing the sleeve relatively to the said stem, so
that the pen will not be held between such
parts.

The invention relates more particularly to
pens of this class in which there is a rear-
wardly-sliding sleeve, the object being to pro-
vide certain improvements in this class of
penholders, combining simplicity and dara-
bility of construction with efficiency of opera-
tion.

The invention consists in the features of
construction and combinations of parts here-
inafter deseribed and specifically elaimed.

The aceompanying drawing,illustrating my
invention, is a view, partly in elevation and
in ecentral longitudinal section, of a penholder
constructed in accordance with myinvention.

Referring to said drawing, A indicates the
handle of the penholder, B the stem, and C
the longitudinally-sliding sleeve. The said
sleeve C is located around the stem B and is
adapted to slide back and forth thereon. The

said sleeve C is provided between its ends.

with an inward projection or annular rib 1,
that is located around the reduced cylindric
rear end portion 2 of thestem. Thesaid rear
end portion 2 of the stem is serew-threaded
at its end and engages the interior screw-
threaded end of the handle A, asclearly shown
in said drawing, the forward end of the handle
A thereby providing a forwardly-facing shoul-
der 3 at the rear end of said reduced cylin-
dric portion 2 of the stem. At the forward
end of said cylindric portion 2 the stem is en-
larged to provide an annular shoulder 4, and

thesetwoshoulders3and4 at theoppositeends -

of -the eylindric portion 2 of the stem form
stops, against which the projection or annular
rib 1 on the interior face of the sleeve strikes
when the said sleeve is moved to the forward
or backward limit of its movement. The coil-
spring 5 encircles the contracted portion 2 of
the stem and presses at its opposite ends
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against the shoulder 3 and the annular rib 1 -

of thesleeve, whereby said sleeveis normally
held at the forward limit of its movement
against the annular shoulder or stop 4. The
rear end of the sleeve, when the latter is at
the forward limit of its movement, overlaps
the forward end of the handle A, which pro-
vides a guide upon which the sleeve slides
and also steadies the same when it is at the
forward limit of its movement.
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In front of the cylindric portion 2 of the .

stem the latter is provided with an enlarged
cylindrie guide 6, formed by the shoulder 4.
This guide fits snugly within the sleeve in
front of the annular rib 1 thereon and serves
also to steady the sleeve in its sliding move-
ment. In front of the guide 6 the stem is
again reduced to permit the passage of the
pen between said stem and sleeve C, and the
forward end of the stem is slotted, as shown
at 7, which is the usnal construction-in pen-
holders of this class, to permit the forward
end of the stem to contract when the pen is
inserted therein. I have provided, however,
means to attain additional flexibility of that
part of thestem against which the pen rests by
making the rear end portion thereof reduced
in cross area, as shown at 8, whereby the for-
ward end of the stem will bend more easily
than otherwise, so that when a pen isforced be-
tween the stem and thesleeve such sleeve will
bend sufficiently to permit.its insertion, but
will possess enough flexibility or elasticity to
hold the pen'rigidly in position between said
stem and the surrounding sleeve. Inthe rear
of the reduced portion 8 of the stem I have
also provided a seat 9, upon which the rear
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end of the pen rests, whereby the pen is held

‘parallel with the longitudinal axis of the pen-

holder. In the rearof said seatashoulder 10

1is formed by reason of the énlarged guide 6.
‘of the stem and this shoulder forms an abut-
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ment for the rear end of the pen and serves
the double purpose of preventing the pen
from being pushed too far into the penholder
and also prevents said pen from moving back-
ward when the sleeve is retracted to eject the
pen. Asafurther and separate improvement,
the said shoulder 10 is arranged at an incline
with relation to the longitudinal axis of the
penholder, asshown in said drawing, to accom-
modate the penholder to pens of different
lengths, it being noted that a short pen should
be inserted in the side of the penholder adja-
cent the highest point of the inclined shoul-
der 10. : ,

T am aware that it is not new to provide a
penbolder with a rearwardly-sliding sleeve, so
that when said sleeve is moved backwardly
upon the same the pen, which is held between
said sleeve and stem, will be uncovered and
therefore at liberty to drop from the stem, as
penholders of this construction have hereto-
fore been made, but have possessed certain
objectionable features that it is the object of
this invention to overcome. It will be noted
that the penholder is of necessity simple in
construction and consists of four pieces, the
handle A, stem B, sleeve C, and spring 5, al-
though it will be understood that said spring
can be omitted.

In constructing the penholder the sleeve C
is first slipped upon the rear end of the stem
Band then the rear end of the stem isscrewed
into the forward end of the handle A.  The
penholder is then ready for use. It will be
noted that I avoid all slot or pin connection
between the sleeve and stem and that the
sleeve can be freely rotated upon the stem
and that I also avoid all weak parts,and there-
by prolong the life of the penholders of this
kind. It will be noted that by making the
sleevetofreelyrotateuponthestem when a pen
is to be removed that has corroded or become

-lodged between said stem and sleeve by giv-

ing the said sleeve a partial rotation the pen
will be easily loosened. The spring 5,it will
be noted, serves to hold the sleeve at the for-
ward limit of its movement, so that after the
pen has been ejected by moving the sleeve
to the rear the latter will return of its own
accord to its normal position. I also avoid
the necessity of arranging any special means
of construction to limit the rearward move-
ment of the sleeve as the forward end of the
handle provides a shoulder that accomplishes

-this end.

Another advantage of my invention rests
in the forwardly-facing shoulder 10 against
which the rear end of the pen abuts. This
shoulder prevents the rearward movement of
the pen when the sleeve is retracted, for oth-
erwise the pen would move back with the
sleeve during the latter’s backward move-
ment, and thus would not be uncovered to
allow it to fall freely from the penholder; but
this shoulder effectually prevents any back-

_ ward movement on the part of the pen, so

that when the forward end of the sleeve ar-
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rives at said shoulder the pen will easily drop
off of thestem. The inclination given tosaid
shoulder 10 also increases the capacity of
penholder, as it adapts the penholders for use
with pens of different lengths, as heretofore
described, so that pens of different lengths
can be pushed back to the shoulder and will
project sufficiently beyond the end of the
stem and sleeve for ordinary purposes.

I claim as my invention—

1. Apenholderhavingastem provided with
an inclined forwardly-facing shoulder near
its forward end and a longitudinally-sliding
sleeve upon said stem.

2. A penholder having a stem reduced near
its forward end portion, as at 8, a seat 9, lo-
cated in the rear of said reduced portion 8,
and a longitudinally-sliding sleeve upon said
stem.

3. A penholder having a stem reduced near
its forward end portion, as at 8, a seat 9, lo-
cated in the rear of said reduced portion, a
forwardly-facing shoulder 10 in the rear of
said seat, and a longitudinally-sliding sleeve
upon said stem.

4. A penholder having a stem reduced near
its forward end portion, as at 8, a-seat 9, lo-
cated in the rear of said reduced portion, an
inclined forwardly-facing shoulder 10 in the
rear of said seat, and alongitudinally-sliding
sleeve upon said stem. .

5. A penholder consisting of a handle A,
secured at its forward end to a stem B, which
is of less diameter than the forward end of
said handle and thereby providing a for-
wardly-facing stop 3, a longitudinally-sliding
sleeve C upon said stem, said sleeve being
about the sawne length as said stem, an inte-
rior projection 1 on said sleeve, a spring lo-
cated between said stop 3 and projection 1,
and a rearwardly-facing stop 4 upon said
stem, located practically as described to en-
gage said projection 1 to hold the rear end of
said sleeve slightly overlapping the forward
end of said handle, whereby the greater por-
tion of the handle will be exposed, substan-
tially as desecribed.

6. A penholder consisting of a handle A,
secured at its forward end to astem B, which
is of less diameter than the forward end of
said handle and thereby providing a for-
wardly-facing stop 8 and a guide for said
sleeve, a longitudinally-sliding sleeve C upon
said stem, said sleeve being about the same
length as said stem, an interior projection 1
on said sleeve, a spring located between said
stop 8 and projection 1, and an enlargement
near the forward end of said stem, forming a
rearwardly-facing stop 4, a forwardly-facing
shoulder 10, and a guide6 forsaid sleeve, said
rearwardly-facing stop being located practi-
cally as described to engage said projection

-1 to hold the rear end of said sleeve slightly

overlapping the forward end of said handle,
whereby the greater portion of thehandle will
be exposed, substantially as described.

7. A penholder consisting of a handle A,
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secured at its forward end to a stem B, which | slightly overlapping the forward end of said
is of less diameter than the forward end of handle, whereby the greater portion of the Lo
said handle and thereby providing a.for- | handle will be exposed, substantially as de- » 2 '
wardly-facing stop 8,a longitudinally-sliding | seribed.

5 sleeve C upon said stem, said sleeve being | In testimony whereof I affix mysignaturein 13
about the same length as said stem, an inte- | presence of two witnesses.

rior projection 1 on said sleeve, and a rear- ‘ "EZRA N. GIFFORD.
wardly-facing stop 4 upon- said stem, located Witnesses: co
practically as described to engage said pro- HARRY CoBB KENNEDY,

10 jection 1 to hold the rear end of said sleeve RuporpH N LOTZ,




