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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM PASSMORE
MEEKER, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding in the city of Newark, county of Essex,
and State of New Jersey, have invented cer-
tain newand useful Improvementsin Tiles, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates particularly to that
class of tiles which are used to produce an or-
namental surface upon walls, ceilings, floors,
and similar places, tc which the tiles are at-
tached by means of plastic cement; and my
improvements are directed to certain details
of the form of the tiles whereby they are adapt-
ed to fit more closely and to produce a more
even and uniform surface.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of the under side of one of my improved
tiles. Fig.2is an edge view, and Fig. 3is an
end view, of the same, and in all the figures
the same reference-letters relate to the same
parts.

The tile shown belongs to the class of dove-

tail-backed tiles, which are best applied to the
backing by placing the tile to one side of and
with the wider ends of the dovetailed grooves
toward the position which the tile is ulti-
mately to occupy and then sliding the tile into
position, whereby the plastic ecement is ef-
fectually forced into the undercuts of the
dovetails. Withthismethod, and,infact,with
almost any method, a certain amount of ce-
ment is very apt to become crowded in be-
tween the edges of adjoining tiles, thus pre-
venting the edges from coming closely to-
gether and producing cracks or openings be-
tween the tiles, Wwhich detracts from the ap-
pearance of the finished surface. To avoid

this difficulty, I bevel the lower edge of my
improved tile in the form shown at a a a, so
that when the tile is applied upon the plastic
cement its edge bbb will overhang the cement,
leaving more or less of a recess between the
edge and the cement.

‘When the tile is then

slid into position, it will slide along on the ce-
ment without banking it up in front of the
tile, as the bevel at the forward edge will tend
to make the tile ride over instead of piling
up the cement, and thus the tile may be slid
snugly up to the preceding tile without the
cement being pressed up between their ver-
tical edges. DBesides this, it will be evident
that the preceding tile will have more or less
of a recess under its rear edge, caused by its
having been slid forward into position, and
any snrplus of eement which might be waved
up in front of the following tile cau find lodg-
ment under the rear end of the preceding tile.
A certain amount of lateral movement is al-
most necessary in adjusting the tiles so that
their side edges will meet exactly, and this is
permitted, like the endwise movement, by the
beveled edges, which afford room for any sur-
plus cement without its being crowded up be-
tween the vertical edges.

It will be thus seen by means of myimprove-
ment that tiles may be slid upon plastic ce-
ment into their proper position without fore-
ing the cement up between the vertical edges
and so that when the tiles come together their
edges shall join snugly and evenly and pre-
sent a smooth and uniform surface without
breaks and cracks.

Having thus desceribed my invention, what
Iclaim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States, is—

1. A tile provided with a flat top and bot-
tom, an undercut depression in said bottom,
and with edges beveled off for a portion of
their thickness on the under side of the tile.

2. A tile provided with a flat top and bot-
tom; a tapered, dovetail groove in said bot-
tom, and with edges beveled off for a portion
of their thickness on the under side of the tile.

WILLIAM PASSMORE MEEKER.

Witnesses:

KATHLEEN SNELL,
‘WM. D. NEILLEY.
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