Jan. 17, 1956 C. M. SCHULZ 2,731,270
FOLDABLE COMPARTMENTAL CARD HOLDER
Filed Qct. 27, 1953

T #5 A1 48
Y ——/f 46
_:_g' 5 ‘9?: 'h_f r@"z
14 = = /= 28 34
> = — :
~ 7t vV 7 0 = | |
[ - —
16 - = e Sk —
2t Ty ' (8™
18 =
5%y 9) 48 56a 4‘_|
| % = {4 !
== =__"l=__=_== ='_«:_: == ===Ql==,
= = __ i = I
s B
60| = == /32 s/l A 129’
—o ) 7\ Tl Ja—=
1477167 2

"Ly ﬂ 56/44
jfc’%;.r:’. 17

INVENTOR.

C. 47 SCHULZ,

Q%B:Z #W\Z

ATTORNEY.



United States Patent Of

2,731,270
Patented Jan. 17, 1956

1CC

2,731,270
FOLDABLE COMPARTMENTAL CARD HOLDER
C. Miiton Schulz, Ventura, Calii.
Application Qctober 27, 1953, Serial No. 388,518
2 Claims. (Cl, 273—148)

This invention relates to a foldable compartmental card
holder, and more particularly to a foldable compartmental
structure used for containing, in a distributed fashion,
cards used in playing the game known as “Klondike
Solitaire.”

‘The compartmental tray, or card holder provided by
this invention will make the playing of the game of soli-
taire more pleasant because it will support the distributed
cards in a smaller space and will provide between the
various groups of cards partitions which will prevent the
cards of one group becoming intermingled with those of
an adjacent group.

The tray or card holder provided by this invention may
be made as one rigid non-flexible unit for use in homes,
hotel rooms, clubs, hospitals, rest homes, and other in-
stitutions where card playing is practiced. Also, when
it is to be used by the traveling public it may be made in
sections which are foldable upon each other so that the
device will be in a more compact form suitable for being
carried about in a handbag or the like.

Accordingly, among the objects of the present inven-
tion are: to provide a foldable, compartmental playing
card holder which may be manufactured out of inexpen-
sive form retaining sheet material and which is provided
with a sufficient number of open-topped compartments
to support in conveniently accessible positions cards
grouped for the playing of solitaire; to provide a com-
partmental card holder so consiructed that, on the one
hand it will effectively keep adjacent groups of cards from
mingling with each other, yet on the other hand will
maintain the grouped cards supported in such a manner
that they may be singly withdrawn from any given group
when desired by simply being slid off from the top of said
group; and to provide, in combination with adjacent parts,
an improved hinge structure for hinging an upper section
to a lower section of the device in such a manner that
when said upper section is folded over it will be supported
in a properly spaced relation above the section which it
overlies.

Other objects, advantages and features of invention will
hereinafter appear.

Referring to the accompanying drawing, which illus-
trates a preferred embodiment of the invention and a mod-
ification thereof,

Fig. 1 is a perspectlve view of device showing the
foldable form thereof in its extended position ready for
having the playing cards to be used distributed into the
various compartments thereof, the latches being omitted.

Fig. 2 is a front elevation of the completely folded de-
vice, a fragment being broken out in order to disclose
structure behind it.

Fig. 3 is an end elevation of the folded device looking
thereat from right to left in relation to Fig. 2. In this
view the foldable rear section is shown in broken lines
in its extended position and in full lines in its folded posi-
tion.

Fig. 4 is a cross section on line 4—4 of Fig. 2.
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Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a preferred hinge used
swingably to attach the rear section of the foldable form
of the device to its main front section.

Fig. 6 is a perspective view, on a reduced scale,
iltustrating a non-foldable embodiment of the device.

Referring in detail to the drawing, the foldable form
of the compartmental card holder therein shown com-
prises a stationary section 7, a foldable end section 8
and a foldable side section 9. Said section 7 is showa
furnished with a row of card compariments designated
from left to right as 7a, 7b, 7c, and 7d, these card com-
partments resulting from the floor portion 11 of said
section 7 being provided at one end with an upstand-
ing wall 14 and at its opposite end with an upstanding
wall 35, along with the intermediate upstanding walls
or partitions 16, 17, and 18, in combination with a back
wall 19 which also upstands from said floor. As will
clearly be understood by referring to Fig. 4, said back
wall 19 is extended below said floor 11 and the front
part of the floor is provided with a downwardly directed
edge poriion 21 so said floor is supported somewhat
above the table top, desk or other support upon which
the device is placed during use.

The aforesaid foldable end section § is constructed in
a manner similar to the already described section 7, but
is provided with only three card compartments 8a, 85,
and 8c. At one end of said section 8 its floor 28 is pro-
vided with an upstanding wall 29 and at its opposite end
with an upstanding wall 30, upstanding partitions 31
and 32 intervening between said end walls, and there
being a back wall 34 completing the card retaining means
for this section. Said floor 28 has a downwardly directed
front edge portion 35 which normally engages the sup-
porting surface, and the back wall 34 and end wall 30
each extend far enough down to engage the supporting
surface when the section 8 is fully outswung. A pair of
hinges 40 connect together the upper edge portions of
the wall 5 of the section 7 and the wall 29 of the sec-
tion 8.

The aforesaid foldable section 9, like the stationary
section 7, is provided with four card compartments, these
being desxgnated Sq, 9b, 9¢, and 94; and when these two
sections are in a folded relation to each other the card
compartments of one section register with those of the
other. Accordingly, said section 9 is provided with end
walls 42 and 43, intermediate partitions 44, 45, and 46
upstandnig from a floor 47, and a back wall 48.

The end portions of the sections 7 and 9 are connected
by hinges 50, these two hinges being twins and each hav-
ing twin front arms 51 (see Fig: 5), and a pair of twin
rear arms 52. The arms of each of these pairs are pro-
vided with holes to receive attaching screws or rivets,
said arms 51 being attached to the rear side of the afore-
said back wall 19 of the main, or front section 7 of the
device. Rearwardly, speaking of the device as a whole
as viewed in Fig. 1, said pair of apertured arms 52 is
attached to the front face of the rear section 9 of the de-
vice as indicated by full lines in Fig. 3 and by dotted
lines in Fig. 4. The aforesaid hinge arms 51 are consid-
erably spaced apart as shown, and the hinge arms 52
are also spaced apart. A hinge pin 53 is carried by the
attached ends of said arms 52 and bridges the space be-
tween them, and a hinge limb 54 has one of its ends
swingably attached to the part of said pin 53 which bridges
the space between said arms 52. The opp051te end of
said limb 54 is pivotly connected with a pair of hinge
limbs 55 by means of a pin 56, said limbs 55 being spaced
apart with one of them at each side of said limb 54.
The ends of said limbs 55 which are opposite to the pin
56 are pivotly connected to the aforesaid arms 51 by
means of pins 56",
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From the description which has just been given of the 7

hinge- structures 59 it will be seen that when the hinges
50 are in their fully folded condition, as they will be
when the device is in the position shown in Fig:. 1, the
rear fleor - portion 47 of the device will be spaced only
stightly rearwardly of.the back wall 19 of the front sec-
tion 7, so that cards lying in the compartments of the
* section 9 will only have to be slid over a narrow space
between the sections 7 and 9, in bringing them forward
to remove them for use-in playmg the game.

It is to be observed that, owing to the siructure that
has been described, groups of cards resting upon the
floor 47 of the foldable section 9 when the latter is.in
its downswung position, may be slid forwardly across the
top of the rear wall 19 of the section 7 in a freely mov-
able manner. Also, when the device is in its extended
position, groups- of cards in the various compartments of
the sections 7 and 8 may be either singly or in larger
numbers manually slid off from the floor sections on
“which they are resting preparatory to being used in play-
ing solitaire.

As shown in dotted lines in Fig. 4, the section 9 when
in its outswung position may be spaced somewhat away
from the section 7, but, as indicated by the horizontal
arrow in this view, it will be moved leftward into contact
with the latter section to the position shown in Fig. 1
before cards are grouped in the device in the manner
presently to be described.

In folding up the device, the auxiliary triple compart-
ment section 8 is first swung to an overlying relation to
the section 7 to which it is hinged.” Then the section
9 js upswung to the position shown in full lines in Figs.
2, 3, and 4. Thereupon the twin swingable hooks S5
and 56, which are pivoted to the end portions of the

apron or flange 21 of the section 7, are swung to their -

latched position wherein the hook 55 engages a headed
pin’ 55 and the hook 56 engages a headed pin §64. In
its latched position the flattened shank of the hook 55
overlies the spacious card containing alcove or compart-
ment shown containing a pack of cards 60 and keeps
said cards in place. Said alcove results from the up-
swung or folded over section 8 being shorter than the
section 7 by one compartment.

In Fig. 6 the structure shown is the same as in the
other views, except that the hinges 40 and 50 are omitted
-and the back section 2x rigidly joins the front section
7x while the sections 7x and 8x are rigidly joined. The
lettering of the preceding views for the same patts is
- otherwise duplicated in Fig. 6, but 21x designates the con-
tinuous, front dependent flange in Fig. 6.

In using the device for playing solitaire, the first step

is to lay out the cards in the usual group fashion. ac-.

cording to the rules of the game.  Preparatory to doing
this the device will be placed in the open position shown
in Fig: 1. ‘Then. successively, speaking of the seven
compartments nearest to the player, when the device is
in the extended position of Fig. 1 or Fig. 6, a card is
Iaid in each compartment with its face up starting with
the left hand compartment of said seven compartments.
Then the user proceeding toward the right places one
card face down in each of the six remaining compart-
‘ments. Then he places a card face up in the second
_compartment and then proceeding toward the right places
one. card face down in each of the five remaining com-
partments. This procedure is repeated until all the
cards which it is desired to place in the seven front com-
partments have been distributed in them. The four rear
compartments are for. the building up of the four suits

10

30

40

4

(hearts, spades, diamonds, and clubs) from the ace to
the king;

This article will make the playmg of solitaire more
pieasant because it can be played in a smaller space and
the transverse partitions between the compartments- will
guard against mixing of cards in adjacent packs.  The
device is adapted for use in homes, hotel rooms, clubs,
hospitals, rest homes, and- other institutions. Also, this
card holding device, particularly the foldable form. there-

of, can be conveniently carried about by travelers for

use as-a pastime item, for receiving- cards: to be used
in playing solitaire.

This compartmental tray or card holder may be made
of laminated wood, cardboard, papier-mache, cold rolled
iron, aluminum, plastic, or of cther suitable materials.

When the foldable form of the device is made of a
moldable plastic material the attaching arms of the hinges
may be molded into the arms or leaves of the hinges, as

may be required to mount the hinges in then: .operative.

positions,

1t will be observed that in both forms of the device the
rear section (% or 9x), is provided with ‘basal ﬂanges
which step it up so that cards lying in its compartments
can be slid forwardly over cards in the compartments in
front of them.

I claim:

1. In a device of the kind described, a main card.-

holding section comprising an elongated front floor hav-
ing upstanding transverse wall portions spaced - apart
therealong affording between them card holding com-
partments, a rear card holding section comprising an
elongated floor rearwardly bordering said front section
and having downwardly directed flange portions which

step it up in relation to said front floor section, said

rear floor having upstanding transverse -wall portions-

spaced apart therealong, affording between them card -

holding compartments, said rear compartments having:
open fronts and being aligned with compartments in
said front floor section so-that cards.in the compart-
ments of said rear section may be slid forwardly: over
cards in the compartments of said front section, an
elongated ‘auxiliary’ compartmental card holding section
extending in an endwise manner from one end of said

" main section and being hinged thereto so as to be fold-
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able over thereupon, and. extensible hinge means con-
necting said rear section with said main section so that
said rear section may be swung to.open position adja-

cent said main section and after said auxiliary section

has been folded over upon said main section said rear
section may be upswung and superimposed upon -said
auxiliary section. . -

2. The subject matter of claim 1 and said main sec~
tionr being longer than said auxiliary sectionso- that in
ithe aforesaid completely folded up condition of the de~

vice there will be a widened card containing compart-

ment opposite the inswung end of the folded over auxili--

ary section, and latches for holding together the folded
up - structure, - one -of said latches extending across- the
front side of said widened compartment to retain in place
a pack of cards therein. .
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