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1

My invention relates to means for caring for
and storing paint brushes which have been previ-
ously used, to keep the brushes from drying out,
and to keep the bristles soft and pliable, ready
for the next use. It wili be understood that the
word “paint” is used for the sake of brevity, and
includes any liquid coating material usually ap-
plied by a brush, whether a pigmented liguid, or
varnish, or the like. For the sake of brevity, the
means embodying my invention may be termed a
paint brush protector. The principal object of my
invention is to provide new and improved means
of these types.

The novel features of the invention will appear
from this specification and the accompanying
drawings forming a part of this application and
showing several embodiments of the invention for
purposes of illustration, and all of these novel
features are intended to be set forth in the claims.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a side elevational view, a main re-
ceptacle means being in section, of one embodi-~
ment of my invention,

Figure 2 is an end elevational view, the main
receptacle means being mostly broken away, of
the embodiment of Figure 1, looking toward the
right hand side of Figure 1,

Pigure 3 is a perspective view, on a somewhat
smaller scale, of a detail part of the embodiment
of Figures 1 and 2,

Figure 4 is a perspective view of another detail
part of the embodiment of Pigures 1 and 2,

Figure 5 is a side elevation, on an enlarged scale,
of a detail of the embodiment of Figures 1 and 2,

Figure 6 is a side elevational view, 3 main re-
ceptacle means being in section, of another em-
bodiment of my invention,

Figures 7 and 8 are perspective views, on an en-
larged scale, of detailed parts of the embodiment
of Pigure 6, and

Figure 9 is a perspective view, on 2 reduced
scale, of a detail part of the embodiment of
Figure 6.

Referring first to the embodiment shown in
Figures 1 through 5, the paint brush protector
here shown comprises a main receptacle 2¢ which
includes an open top can 2{, of generally rec-
tangular cross-sectional outline, along with g
cover 22. As here shown, the cover 22 fits the top
of the can 2{ tightly, but the cover may be con-
structed and arranged in any other suitable man-
ner to prevent substantial evaporation of liguid
which may be disposed in the can. The can 21
may be provided with a generally U-shaped
handle or bail 23 by which the can may be con-

10

15

td
B

30

45

50

55

(CL 206—15.1)

2

veniently carried, the handle 23 being shown in
the down-turned position. The cover 22 may be
provided with a handle 24 to facilitate removal
of the cover from the can.

Disposed in the can 21 is a means for receiving
one or more individual receptacles, two of which,
25, 26, are shown. The receptacles 25, 26 are here
shown as having brushes 27, 28 suspended there-
in, the receptacles containing preservative liquid
to & desired level sufficient to immerse the bristles
of the brushes 21, 28, or at any rate to a level to
immerse a portion of the length of the bristles of
the brushes sufficient to keep them wet and
pliable. The preservative liquid may be linseed
oil, turpentine, or any other desired, suitable
liquid.

The receiving means for the receptacles 25, 26
is desirably in the form of a wire basket 29 in
which the individual receptacles 25, 26 are dis-
posed in side-by-side relation. Each individual
receptacle 25, 26 is desirably of rectangular cross-
sectional outline, and these individual receptacles
are desirably of the same width, cross-wise of the
basket 29, but of different height and thickness,
as will more fully appear. In the illustrated em-
bodiment, the term “thickness” of a receptacle 25
or 26 refers to the transverse dimension of the
narrow side of the receptacle.

The basket 29 is so constructed and arranged.
that it may be readily inserted and withdrawn
from the can 2i. To this end the general out-
lines of the basket 29 are such that they fit rea-
sonably snugly within the cross-sectional out-
line of the can 21, or at any rate, so that, de-
sirably, there is no excessive side-wise lost mo-
tion between the basket and the can.

The number of individual receptacles such as
25, 26, that the basket 29 can accommodate will
depend, of course, on the sum of the thicknesses
of the individual receptacles, and the desired num-
ber of receptacles. The number of individual re-
ceptacles, such as 25, 26, found satisfactory for
the average home owner, for example, may be
from about four or six to eight, based on an aver-
age variety of large and smaller brushes. The
length of the basket 29, and of course the can 21,
may, if desired, e made sufficient to accommo-
date the maximum number of-individual recep-
tacles that may be needed, but it is hot necessary
that all of these receptacles be purchased, nor, if
purchased, that they be all disposed in the bas-
ket at one time.

The basket 28 is of very simple construction,
comprising, as here shown, an upper rectangular
frame having parallel side parts 39, 31, and trans-
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verse end parts 32, 33, and a lower rectanguiar
frame, of approximately the same length as the
upper frame, but of less width, and having oar-
allel side parts 34, 35, and transverse end part
36, 31. Extending upwardly from the four coi-
ners of the lower frame are uprights 23, 38 and 48,
41, the uprights 38, 39 being here shown as inge-
grally joined by a cross-wise portion 42, and the
uprights 49, £1 being similarly joined by a cross-
wise portion 43, both portions 42 and 343 being
here shown as arched.

The uprights 38, 39, and 4§, &1 are in contacy
with the respective ends 32, 33 of the upper freme
and welded to these ends, or otherwise suitakiy
fastened thereto.

The frame 20, 31, 32, 33 is here shown as de-
fining an outline fitting within the cross-sechional
outline of the can 2f. The individual recepiacles
25, 26 are of such width that they raay be siipped

freely between the sides 33, 31 of the upper frame, o

the bottoms of the receptacles resting on the sides
34, 35 of the lower frame.

When less than all of the individual receptacles
designed to be received by the basket, are in use,
as for example the two receptacies 2%, 25, as
illustrated, it is desirable that somc means be
provided to hold the receptacie 26 against the
receptacle 25, the latter in turn being held against
the uprights 38, 38. To this end there has heen

here shown an elongated block &4 of wood, or other

suitable material, the block having notches 6%,
46 transversely of its ends, so dimensioned that
when the block is first angled between the sides
30, 31 of the upper frame and then straightencd
to a position at right angles to the sides &2, &i,
with said sides engaging in the notches 45, 2§, the
block will be frictionally held in position, assisted
by the resilience of the sides 23, 3{ which are very
slightly cambered outwardly by the block. The
block 44 is moved into the position shown in Fig-
ure 1 in which it engages the receptacie 28, there-
by holding both receptacles 2%, £§ in the position
shown. Other means may be substituted for the
block 44; even crumpled paper may ssrve this
purpose, by stuffing it between the zide of re-
ceptacle 26, for example, and the right hand end
of the basket 29. .

Means is provided for suspending a plurality of
brushes in the preservative liquid in the recep-
tacle means. As here shown this suspending
means includes a rod 4T which is surrounded by
a helically found wire 48. Desirably, the wire
48 is relatively openly wound, so as to have & de-
sired distance between the turns of the helix.
Desirably the ends 49, 59 of the wire 48 are welded
or otherwise suitably fastened to the rod 47.

As here shown the rod £7 is supported by rods or
standards 51, 52 welded or otherwise suitably
fastened at their upper ends to the ends of the
rod 41, and at their lower ends to the respective
arched portions 42, 43.

Pigures 1 and 2 show a large paint prush 27 sus-
pended in the individual receptacle 25 by means
of a hook 53 having an arcuate poriion 4 hung
on the rod 41, between turns of the helical wire
48, and having a straight lip 8%, extending up-
wardly at an angle, through a compiementary hole
56 drilled in the handle of the brush 2%, A smailer
brush 28, is shown suspended in preservative
liquid in the individual recepiacle 28 by a2 simi-
tar hook 53¢. The height of the individual re-
ceptacle 26 and the length of the brush 28 being
less than in the case of the receptacle 25 and the
brush 21, the neck 58a of the hook $3a is made
suitably longer than the néck 58 of the hook 53.
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4
Hooks of various lengths may he furnished with
the apparatus as sold, or may he hent of wire by
the purchaser. The brushes may glso be sus-
pended as described in connection with Figure o.

The provision of the helical wire 43 moakes easy
the lateral positioning of brushes suspended from
the rod 47, and at the same time ensures that the
brushes will maintain their desired positicns, as,
for example, when the receptacle means 20 is
carried about.

Tt will be noted that the receptacle 26 for the
small brush 28 is not only of less height than the
receptacle 25 for the large brush 21, but is of less
thickness, and it will be evident that having such
individual receptacles for the brushes to be pro-
tected not only results in economy in the pre-
servative liquid but also prevents mixture of pig-
ments, so that where brushes are frequently used
for the same paint, or other coating material,
they need not be first cleaned. Also different
preservative liquids may be used when that is
found desirable, depending on the nature of the
coating material the brush has been used to
apply.

The assembly comprising the basket 29, the
receptacles 25, 26, and the suspended brushes,
may of course be lifted from the can 2{ by the
rod 41.

Referring to the embodiment shown in Figures
6 through 9, a rod 47a, surrounded by a helically
wound wire 48a, similar to the rod 471 and wire
48 of the embodiment of Figures 1, 2, and 3, is
shown supported in a different way, namely, di-
rectly by a can 2la of the receptacle means 20a.
To that end brackets 60, 61 in which the ends of
the rod 47a are removably supported, are pro-
vided. One of these brackets, 61, is shown in
perspective in Figure 7. The bracket 61 com-
prises a generally U-shaped piece of sheet metal,
desirably resilient, the bight 62 of the U being
arcuate and having relatively flat outwardly
flaring extensions 63, 64. The stamping from
which the bracket 61 is made is desirably provid-
ed with lugs 65, 66 which are bent so as to be at
right angles to the axis of the arcuate portion 62.
One of the lugs, 66, is shown as extending from
the flay portion 64, and the other, 65, from the
arcuate portion 62. The lugs 65, 66 may be spot
welded to the inside wall of the can 21a, or may
be fastened by screws and nuts, or in any other
suitable way.

Desirably, the width of the entrance 67 to the
arcuate portion is somewhat less than the di-
ameter of the rod 47a, so that pressure is re-
quired to force an end of the rod into the arcuate
portion, whereby the rod will be resiliently and
frictionally held in the bracket 61.

As indicated in Figure 6, both brackets 60, 61
are of the form shown in Figure 7, but one of the
brackets, for example the bracket 61, may be re-
placed by a bracket 68 such as shown in Figure
8. The bracket 68 has wings 69, 70 in the same
plane, and connected by an intermediate offset
portion Tl having an aperture 72 of a size to
readily receive an end of the rod 47a. The wings
69, 10 my be suitably fastened to the inside of the
can 2la, so that the axis of the aperture 72 is in
alignment with the axis of the arcuate portion of
the bracket 60. The rod 41a is put into operative
position by holding the rod at an angle to the
horizontal and first inserting the right hand end
thereof into the aperture 12, and then pressing
the left hand end of the rod into the arcuate por-
tion of the bracket 60.

In the embodiment of Figure 6 the can 2la is
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shown as containing a preservative liquig, in
which a brush 13 is suspended. In this instance
the brush handle T4 has a horizontal hole 15
drilled therethrough, and the brush is suspend-
ed from the rod 47a by a string 76 disposed
through the hole 75, the ends of the string being
tied above and about the rod 4%a between turns
of the kelical wire 48a. It will, of course, be ap-
parent that the brush 13 may be suspended from
the rod by a hook, in the manner described in
connection with the embodiment of Figures 1
through 5. The number of brushes which can
be suspended is of course limited only by the
thickness of the brushes and the length of the
rod 47a, but, desirably, the brushes will be sus-
pended out of lateral contact with each other,
and, by reason of the helical wire 48a, they will
maintain their desired positions.

The embodiment of Figures 6 through 9 shows
a tray 17 resting on the bottom of the can 21 a,
the tray being of a width somewhat less than
that of the bottom of the can, so that the tray
may be tilted transversely, as will appear. The
tray 171 has a plurality of apertures 18, so that
when the tray is lifted out of the preservative
liquid, the liquid will drain from the tray, the
pigment or sludge which has settled from the
suspended brushes remaining in the bottom of
the tray. The tray 17 is preferably provided
with means for lifting it, in this instance a U-
shaped wire handle 19, the ends of which are
welded or otherwise suitably fastened to one side
wall, 80, of the tray. By lifting on the handle 19,
the tray 1T will be lifted, and caused to tilt trans-
versely, particularly when it reaches the brackets
60, 61, so that the tray may be removed from the
can 2ia.

The purchaser of an embodiment such as illus-
trated in Figure 6, may convert it to the more
elaborate embodiment shown in Figures 1, 2, and
3, by simple removal of the rod 4%a and the tray
11, and substitution of the basket 29 and individ-
ual receptacles. If necessary the brackets 60, 61
would be removed, this depending on whether it
is preferred to make the basket 29 of substantial-
ly the full horizontal length of the can 21a, and
the brackets removable, or to make the brackets
non-removable and the basket of less length, to
clear the brackets.

It will be evident that, in the embodiment of
Figures 1 through. 5, instead of supporting the rod
471 by the standards 51, 52, these standards may
be omitted and the rod 47 may be supported by
brackets €9, 61, or 60, 68, as in the embodiment of
Figures 6 through 8. In such case, the members
42, 43 would be used as handles for lifting the
basket 29, and the basket would be of a length to
clear the brackets. The rod 47 would, of course,
have to be removed from its brackets before the
basket 29 could be lifted out of the can 21.

From the foregoing it will be apparent to those
skilled in the art that each of the illustrated em-
bodiments of the invention provides a new and
improved pain$ brush protector, and according-
1y, each accomplishes the principal object of the
invention. On the other hand, it also will be ob-
vious to those skilled in the art that the illus-
trated embodiments of the invention may be var-
iously changed and modified, or features thereof,
singly or collectively, embodied in other combina-
tions than those illustrated, without departing
from the spirit of the invention, or sacrificing all
of the advantages thereof, and that accordingly,
the disclosure herein is illustrative only, and the
invention is not limited thereto.
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Iclaim:

1. A paint brush brotector, comprising: recep-
tacle means for containing preservative liguid,
said receptacle means including g plurality of
separate open-top receptacles; receiving means
for receiving said receptacles in side-by-side re-
lation; means for suspending a plurality of
brushes in the preservative liquid in said recep-
tacles, respectively, said suspending means in-
cluding a rod surrounded by a helically wound
wire; and means for supporting said suspending
means above said receptacles.

2. A point brush protector, comprising: recep-
tacle means for containing preservative liguid,

5 said- receptacle means including a plurality of

separate open-top receptacles; receiving means
for receiving said receptacles in side~by-side re-
lation; means for suspending a plurality of
brushes in the preservative liquid in said recep-
tacles, respectively, said suspending means in-
cluding a rod surrounded by a helically wound
wire; and means, carried by said receiving means,
for supporting said suspending means above said
receptacles.

3. A paint brush protector, comprising: recep-
tacle means for containing preservative liquid,
said receptacle means including a plurality of
open-top receptacles; receiving means for re-
ceiving said receptacles in side-by-side relation,
said receiving means comprising basket-means
including a first pair of spaced substantially par-
allel elements engageable by opposite sides of said
receptacles, and a second pair of elements spaced
a lesser distance than said first pair, and sub-
stantially parallel to said first pair and disposed
with respect thereto so as to be engageable by the
bottoms of said receptacles; means for suspend-
ing & plurality of brushes in the breservative lig-
uid in said receptacles, respectively, said sus-
pending means including a rod; and means for
supporting said rod so that it is disposed above
said receptacles and approximately paraliel to
said elements.

4. A paint brush protector, comprising: recep-
tacle means for containing preservative liquid,
said receptacle means including a plurality of
open-top receptacles; receiving means for receiv-
ing sald receptacles in side-by-side relation, said
receiving means comprising basket-means in-
cluding a first pair of spaced substantially paral-
lel elements engageable by opposite sides of said
receptacles, and a second pair of elements spaced
a lesser distance than said first Dpair, and substan~
tially parallel to said first pair and disposed with
respect thereto so as to be engageable by the bot-
toms of said receptacles; means for suspending a
plurality of brushes in the preservative liguid in
said receptacles, respectively, said suspending
means including a rod surrounded by a helically
wound wire, and means for supporting said rod
so that it is disposed above said receptacles and
approximately parallel to said elements.

5. A paint brush protector, comprising: open-
top receptacle means for containing preservative
liquid; means for suspending a plurality of
brushes in the preservative liquid, said suspend-
ing means including a rod and means for sup-
porting said rod above and across said open-top
receptacle means in a position such that a sus-
pending member, at one end engaging a handle
of a brush and at the other end engaging said rod,
will suspend a selected portion of the bristle-end
of the brush in the preservative liquid; and means
constructed and arranged to prevent displace-
ment of the suspending member along said rod
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from a selected position of engagement on said
rod, to maintain the brush suspended from a se-
lected position on said rod, said means including
s wire wound helically around said rod, the turns
of the helix being spaced sufficiently to permit
a suspending member to engage said rod between
selected adjacent turns of the helix.

6. A paint brush protector, comprising: recep-
tacle means for containing preservative lquid,
said receptacle means jncluding a plurality of
separate open-top receptacles of oblong rectan-
gular cross-sectional outline; receiving means
comprising a wire hasket of oblong rectangular
cross-sectional outline for receiving said recep-
tacles in side-by-side transverse relation; means
for suspending a plurality of brushes in the pre-
servative liquid in said receptacles, respectively;
and means carried by said wire basket for sup-
porting said suspending means above said recep-

tacles.
MICHAEL BUHOVECKEY.
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